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You’re familiar with the classic Cinderella tale -- Cinderella’s life of servitude, following the 

death of her father, under her cruel step-mother and nasty step-sisters, yet overcoming all odds 

with the help of a fairy godmother, and marrying a prince. You’ve probably seen the Disney 

animated version.  It pales in comparison to the Rodgers & Hammerstein version.  The composer 

and lyricist also wrote Oklahoma, Carousel, South Pacific, The King and I and The Sound of 

Music.  Their exceptionalism in musical theatre is undeniable.  As expected the melodies and 

lyrics of Cinderella are rich and enchanting.  Even the snarky song by the step-sisters, though not 

exacting enchanting, will amuse and delight.   

 

With a large cast of 6
th

, 7
th

 and 8
th

 grade students, live student music in the pit, and a host of 

magical sets and costumes, this all-school musical presentation promises to be a highpoint for all 

musical theatre fans.    

 

No long drive downtown.  No parking fees. 
 

Come see Cinderella at JMSPVA! 

10410 Manhattan, Houston, TX 77096-5202       Tel 713-726-3616      Fax 713-726-2101 

GREYHOUND NEWS 
January 15, 2016 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/South_Pacific_(musical)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_King_and_I
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sound_of_Music
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/The_Sound_of_Music
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Adopt a JMS Family 
 
Every year at Johnston, we try to identify families who are struggling financially and could use a helping 

hand for the holidays.   We “adopt” these families and purchase basic needs and special wishes for their 

holidays.  Without this program many of these families would not have holiday meals or gifts.  This year 

we were able to adopt 10 needy JMS families.  The families were chosen by counselor, principal, and 

teacher nominations.  As a committee, we collect the family wishes and distribute them to staff and 

community organizations to help fulfill the wishes.  After the donations have been collected, we have a 

holiday party to give the donations to the family. 

 
On Wednesday, December 16, 2015 we had our holiday dinner party to shower our families with the 

donated gifts and canned food.  The thankfulness from our families was astounding.  There were huge 

smiles from the children and parents when they saw the tables overflowing with gifts and the bins of 

canned food.  There were tears of gratefulness and relief in the eyes of our parents and children.   

 
Gifts, decorated tables and buffet readied for the holiday party. 

 

The organizing staff members would like to say a special thank you to the Johnston staff, PTO, and 

community partners for making the “JMS Adopt a Holiday Family,” such a success this year. A special 

thank you to Edloe Street Café for donating the catering for our holiday party.   All of these constituents 

contributed: gifts, gift cards, food and money to help our families in need.  We are so grateful for your 

kindness and giving hearts during this holiday season.  

 
If you would like to be involved next year, please contact the JMS counseling staff or Sarah Thornburgh-

Barron.  The further ahead we plan, the more families we can adopt.  This event started four years ago 

with just a couple families.  Every year we have more families in need.  In the future, with your generous 

donations, we can meet the needs even more families.  

 

Ms. Arledge 

~ ~ ~ ~ 

 ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Early Dismissal is January 27 at 1:35 p.m. 

 

Don’t forget to pick up your greyhound pups (students)! 
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A Christmas Carol 

Experience 

by Tobias Rytting 7
th
 grader at JMS 

 

Performing in “A Christmas Carol” with 

the Alley Theatre was a wonderful 

experience. I had a lot of fun doing it. 

The children, crew, child wranglers, and 

the adult cast helped make this Charles 

Dickens story come to life with epic 

costumes, scenery, and sound effects.  

Backstage the kids had a lot of fun. We 

sang songs, chatted, listened to music, 

and messed around, but when it was time 

to focus we did our best acting every 

show. We also had a lot of fun with the 

adult acting crew. They told stories to us 

and made us laugh. Another cool thing 

that we did was secret Santa and 

everyone got to participate. I played 

Turkey Boy, Fred’s son, Sleigh Puller, 

and Urchin. Eliza Sommers, a 6
th
 grader at JMS, played Belinda Cratchet, Sleigh Puller, and Urchin. I 

have had a lot of fun doing this play with Alley Theatre and I hope to do it again next season. 

 

(The Alley Theatre’s production of “A Christmas Carol” ran November 20 through December 28, 2015.) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

BAND STUDENT HONORS 
 

Three JMS band students participated in the All-Region Band Clinic/Concert on December 4-5, 2015.  

The students had earned positions through audition.   They are: 
 

David Rosen - Wind Ensemble* 

Sarah Winn -  Symphonic Band* 

Madeline Nguyen - Concert Band 
 

Tubist David Rosen also earned a position on the All-Region Orchestra which had its Clinic/Concert on 

November 20-21, 2015. 
 

As reported in the November 1, 2015, Greyhound News, the following students earned, through audition, 

positions on the HISD All-City Band.  They are: 
 

David Rosen* 

Sarah Winn* 

Madeline Nguyen 

Catherine Chavez  

with 

Katherine Stewart - Alternate 

Roger Aguilar - Honorable Mention 

 

* Earned positions on both the HISD All-City Band and All-Region Band 6
th
, 7

th
, and 8

th
 grades.  

 

Congratulations to all of these fine students!   

 

The JMS Band is directed by Mr. Ojore. 
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Left to right: Sarah Winn, Catherine Chavez, Mr. Ojore, David Rosen, Madeline Nguyen 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Naviance Family Connection 
  
Students attending Johnston Middle School will engage in tasks assigned to them from Naviance. 
 

Naviance is a Web-based service designed especially for students and parents.  It is a comprehensive 
website that you can use to help make decisions about courses, colleges, and careers.  Family 
Connection also provides up-to-date information that’s specific to our school.  Each grade level has 
specific tasks to complete with the overall goal of college and career readiness.  Naviance is fluid and 
grows with your student.  Students can keep a record of their activities as early as 6th grade.  The site 
also allows your student to pursue college and career interests.  It is important that your student is 
logging on frequently to complete tasks assigned and explore career and college information.  Students 
and parents can log in from home by going through the JMS website, click on Library, then click on 
Naviance on the left hand side and follow the log in directions.  Parents wishing to log in for the first 
time will need a code, which can be obtained by requesting the code from the counseling office.  Please 
help us help your student by actively participating in Naviance tasks. 
 

Examples of Naviance task and information:  

Résumé Record your middle school and high school activities, awards, volunteer 
experience, etc.   
Rearrange your information into multiple printable versions of a résumé that 
you can use to present to potential employers or colleges in the future 

Explore Interests A career interest survey about interest in types of work activities.  Use the 
results to explore suggested occupations; examine the education, training, and 
skills required [and where to obtain them], as well as wages typical for these 
occupations. 
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Do What You Are A personality survey.  Use the results to explore suggested college majors and 
careers based on your preferences and strengths. 

College Search Set search criteria to yield a list of colleges to explore.  Save your search to 
access/modify later. 
Click on the various tabs of the college profile (general, admissions, financial 
aid, majors and degrees, and student life) to learn more information.  
Add colleges you’re interested in to your My Colleges list for future reference. 

Maps Groups of types of colleges by location.  Click on a college to view its profile. 

Document Library 
  

CSU and UC (GPA calculation, min. reqs, etc.) 
Gather specific information (e.g. school profile) 
Other college-related information (essays, College Tracking chart used to 
estimate chances of admission, etc.) 

Scholarship List College and local organization-sponsored scholarship opportunities updated 
weekly.  Database lists entries by name, deadline, award amount, merit or 
need-based, and application requirements; click on a column header to sort 
entries.  You can also browse by category to yield a search list relevant to your 
interests. 

Summer 
Enrichment 
Opportunities 

This database not only lists entries by type (international, college-sponsored, 
high school-sponsored, & special interest) but also allows you to browse by 
special interest as well as search by keywords like the name, location, 
etc.  Learn about program dates and costs (if available), any requirements, and 
the sponsor's website for more information and the application. 

SAT & ACT 
“Method Test 
Prep” 

With SAT Method and ACT Method test preparation, students can: 

 Hear audio explanations of test questions 

 Access strategy guides for each test 

 Complete full-length, timed practice tests 

 Receive hundreds of practice questions 

 Read easy explanations to every question 

 Track their strengths on each test 

 Receive valuable test-taking tips 

 Take practice quizzes to boost their knowledge 

 Access their courses on an unlimited, 24x7 basis, from any Web-
enabled computer 
 

Students can listen to a professional tutor explain the concepts and questions 
that they are struggling with, without reading through pages of intimidating 
text. Students get immediate feedback and a complete explanation for every 
practice question. And, each student's performance is tracked and strengths 
and weaknesses are clearly indicated. 

  

Current Naviance Status 
All students will continue to work with Naviance.   

 6th graders are expected to complete goals and explore the Career’s Road Map  

 7th graders will continue to complete the Career Cluster Finder, complete the 2 SMART goals and 
the Learning Style Inventory 

 8th graders will continue to SMART goals and begin the Resume builder to track all their classes, 
fine arts, and community service hours. 
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In addition to the Naviance task, all 8th graders will continue to receive their high school personal 
graduation plan, which must be signed and returned to the counseling office. 

 

All 6th, 7th and 8th graders who have not been successful with past STAAR tests will receive a PGP 
(personal graduation plan) intervention plan. This plan highlights the interventions being used in order 
to support the student.  It also reflects student and parent goals for a successful academic progress. 
These forms also need to be signed and brought back to the counseling office. 
 

Lisa Arledge 
Counselor M.Ed. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Piano Concerts Start the New Year Right! 
 

Piano concerts will be presented on January 21 and 22 in the auditorium during class times as 

follows: 

  Periods Times 

  1/6        9:15 AM 

  2/7       10:30 AM 

  3/8       12:15 PM 

  4/9       1:30 PM 

  10        2:45 PM 

 
All piano students will be performing solos during this time at their piano class period. 

Please remember to sign in at the main office before entering the auditorium.  Come enjoy these 

performances.   

      
 

“Expanding Your Horizons” in 

Science and Math Conference for Young Women 
 

Saturday, February 20, 2016 

8:00 a.m.-3:15 p.m. 

Spring Forest Middle School 

14240 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77079 

 
Pre-Registration required---applications in the Counselor’s office.  $6.00 participation fee includes: 

breakfast, lunch, t-shirt and four very interesting sessions.  Parents can go to the following link for more 

information: www.eyhhouston.org 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Library News 
 

New Year, New Books!  Be sure to turn in all past due library books so you can start off the New Year 

with some great new books.  Currently all fines are being forgiven WITH the return of an overdue book, 

but this won’t last for long.  Make sure to get those books in! 

 

http://www.eyhhouston.org/
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Cool Brains Returns with Author Jaqueline Woodson! 
 

 
The highly esteemed National Book Award winner Jacqueline Woodson will be at Johnston on Sunday, 

January 24
th
 at 3 p.m.  You can learn more about Jacqueline Woodson by visiting the library website and 

stop by the library to check out some of her books.  You don’t want to miss this incredible chance to hear 

an inspirational author and poet speak for FREE.  There will be an opportunity to purchase books and 

have them signed by Jacqueline after her presentation. 

 

Ms. Cooper, Librarian   

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
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www.houstonisd.org/johnston 
Houston Independent School District 

http://www.houstonisd.org/johnston
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We are gearing up for the Career and Education Day sponsored by the Houston Hispanic Forum, which 
will be held on February 13th, 2016.  The event will take place at the George R Brown Convention Center.  
 
This program is for students in grades 6-12 and allows students to explore and learn about career paths, 
obtain financial information on how to pay for college (it’s never too early), speak to college 
representatives and attend workshops designed to promote interest in a variety of careers. This free 
program has a track for the entire family:  JMS students will attend the middle school track; members of 
the family who are in high school attend the high school tracks; elementary siblings have day camps 
(babysitting) activities; and parents follow the parent track.   
 

 It is free admission, free child care, and free lunch. 

 There will be over 52 leaders in various industries presenting on topics such as career requirements 

and expectations. 

 Assistance will be available for filling out Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

 Over 110 colleges, universities, trade schools and companies will be available for asking questions, 

picking up information, and applications. 

We will provide free transportation from Johnston leaving at 9:00 a.m. and returning to Johnston at 3:00 
p.m.   Families can ride with us or travel on their own.  We are asking families to RSVP for this event so 
we know how many busses to order. Please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/30th-annual-career-
education-day-registration-17713097351 to register for the event and see your grade level counselor to 
reserve your spot of the bus.  Whole families are invited and encouraged to attend. 
 

Please join us for this exciting day!  Registration information can be obtained through the counseling 
office. 
 

Ms. Arledge, Ms. Godwin & Ms. Lamb 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Parents and students:  It is essential that students enrolled at JMS be at school 

on time, 8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day.  Being present and 

punctual are important now and will continue to be important in the business 

world and life in general.  Build these habits now! 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/30th-annual-career-education-day-registration-17713097351
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/30th-annual-career-education-day-registration-17713097351
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Johnston Middle School Beautification Day is scheduled for March 5
th

, 2016 
 

Johnston Middle School (JMS) Parent Teacher Organization needs your help with its Beautification Day 

on March 5
th
.  This will be an event where the entire JMS community will work together for a common 

goal that will provide a tremendous opportunity for collaboration, creativity and fun.    

 

The purpose of this beautification project is to improve, renew and upgrade the appearance of JMS, 

specifically the front of the school and courtyards.   This will help to aid the perception of the school and 

its public appearance. As we all know, perception starts with the first impression, mostly visual 

perception.   JMS students spend much of their day at school so we can only imagine how this project will 

enhance their pride about the school they attend. 

 

Remember that JMS beautification will not be successful without your support. Your contributions can be 

in the form of merchandise donations, gift certificates for products or services and/or monetary donations. 

We appreciate any amount, however large or small.  All donations commitments need to be received by 

February 14
th
, 2016.  The PTO is a non-profit organization and your donations will be tax deductible as a 

charitable donation.  If you have any questions or need any additional information, please email Wendy 

Caldwell (jms1caldwell@gmail.com) or Ann Guerra (annieguerra@att.net).  
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

The After-Care Corner 
 

The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a 

PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes 

right back to the PTO which benefits the school, 

as well as your children.   

 

Hopefully you have been reading this section of 

the newsletter these past couple of months.  I 

have included testimonials from the students 

who participate in ACP who really love this 

program and have been happy to share their 

enthusiasm.  Now I’ve asked the parents to let 

me know how they feel and here are some of 

their responses:  

 

One mom told me that her daughter who had 

been using the program on a “drop-in” basis 

likes it so much that she will now be coming 

every week.  She told her mom that the other 

students are funny and the teachers who run the 

program are really nice! 

 

“Thank you so much JMS family for this 

wonderful program.   It has been a big help for 

my husband and me.   We don’t have to worry 

about Maddison’s safety and also we know that 

her homework will always be 

completed.   Another great thing is that if your 

child has questions about homework - someone 

is there to assist them.”  Bridget West 

 

Not only do the teachers help students with their 

homework, but students also help each other.  It 

does my heart good to see this.   

 
Meagen Vershier is helping Jorge Flores-Diego with 

his homework. 

 

I’ve mentioned previously about how much the 

students enjoy the food that is served to them in 

our program.  Even vegetarians can find 

something they like.   

mailto:jms1caldwell@gmail.com
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Johnny Biondi is enjoying his green beans. 

 

We have several ACP options available:  5 days 

per week through 1 day per week.  There is also 

a drop-in option.  Rates and other information 

are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-

care.html.   

If you are interested in participating in ACP, 

please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.   

 

I look forward to seeing you! 

 

Jan Huff 

PTO After-Care Program Coordinator 

  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

January 15 through February 5, 2016 
January 

16 Swim Meet “Open House” at Lamar – 8 a.m. 

 Episcopal HS Basketball Tournament – 8
th
 grade boys only – 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – no school 

19 PTO Meeting – 8:30 a.m. 

20 Swim Meet – JMS vs Lanier @ Lamar HS – 6-8 p.m. 

21 Girls Basketball – 8
th
 grade only – JMS vs Dowling @ Butler Stadium – 5:30 p.m. 

 Girls Basketball – 7
th
 grade only – JMS vs Dowling @ Dowling – 5:30 p.m. 

 Boys Basketball – 8
th
 grade only – JMS vs Dowling @ Butler Stadium – 6:30 p.m. 

 Boys Basketball – 7
th
 grade only – JMS vs Dowling @ Dowling – 6;30 p.m. 

21-22 Piano Concerts during class times (See page 6 for specific times) 

22 JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m. 

23 Swim Meet/Clinic at Lamar – Lamar vs Clear Creek; JMS Timer/Clinic – 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. 

24 Cool Brains – 1:30 p.m. – Cade Auditorium – Author Jacqueline Woodson 

25  JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m. 

27 Early Dismissal – 1:35 p.m. 

 Boys Basketball - JMS vs Billy Reagan @ JMS – 5:30 p.m. 

 Girls Basketball – JMS vs Billy Reagan @ Billy Reagan – 5:30 p.m.  

28 Swim Meet - JMS vs Pershing @ JMS – 5 p.m. 

 Soccer – Grady vs JMS @ JMS – 5 p.m. 

29 JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m. 

29-30 Cinderella – 7 p.m.  (see page 1 for ticket information) 

February 

1 JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m. 

3 Swim Meet – JMS vs Pin Oak @ JMS – 5 p.m. 

 Boys Basketball - Grady vs JMS @ JMS – 5:30 p.m. 

 Girls Basketball - JMS vs Grady @ Grady – 5:30 p.m. 

4 Soccer – JMS vs Westbriar @ Westbriar – 5 p.m. 

5 JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m. 

http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html
http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html
mailto:jmhuff3@yahoo.com
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Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date.  Additions and deletions are possible. A 

complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514.  Current dates are on the main page 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513.  Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department 

calendar.  Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner.  When in doubt, call the school. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
(HISD has approved credit card payments, but those will not be available until the spring 
semester.) 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514
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Great Gift Idea! 

Order yours today at: www.yearbookavenue.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

SPRING BOX TOPS CONTEST HAS BEGUN! 

 
It’s that time again!  Our Spring Box Tops collection contest has begun!   

The Fall contest brought in over $700 for our school – 7,084 box tops were collected!  We hope that we 

can surpass our previous earnings and bring in even more Box Tops before the end of the school year!  

 

Each Box Top is worth 10 cents for our school. Box Tops can be found on many products you use every 

day, such as Kleenex, Ziploc, and General Mills Cereal. (For a list of participating products, please visit 

the Box Tops for Education website at www.boxtops4education.com.) 

 

Every student who submits at least 10 Box Tops will have a chance to have their name entered in a Box 

Tops drawing for a special prize.  A drawing will be held for each of the houses (J, M, S, and G). 

 

Instructions for Collecting and Submitting Box Tops: 

 

 Clip Box Tops and making sure the date is visible and not expired. 

 Bundle your Box Tops in bunches of 10 or 50. 

 Put them in a Ziploc bag or in an envelope. 

 Label with your name, house, grade, and number of Box Tops. 

 Drop off your Ziploc bags or envelopes in the box top collection bins  located in the school 

library or in the purple mail box marked “Box Tops for Education” in the main hallway near the 

front office. (school library or purple mail box). 
 

The collection contest will run from January 11th – February 12th. 
 

Box Tops collected after February 12
th
 through the end of the school year will be gladly accepted, too. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 
 

Questions?  Contact your Box Tops  

Coordinators:  Cynthia Chavez 

(cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net) 

Mandy Duran  

(mduran396@gmail.com) 
 

 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/
mailto:cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mduran396@gmail.com
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PTO BOARD POSITIONS  CONTACT INFORMATION 
Jennifer Bunch: President    jetabunch@gmail.com 

Ann Guerra: 1st VP     annieguerra@att.net 

Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP   subhab@hotmail.com 

Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP     gloriapereira@aol.com 

Regina Puccio: Secretary    reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net 

Melanie Rosen: Treasurer   rosenworks2@gmail.com  

Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator  mduran396@gmail.com 

 

Mindy Cox: Membership    mindy@coxclan.com 

Ellen Tagtmeier: 8
th
 grade celebrations  etagtmeier@comcast.net 

Ruthie Piller: 8
th
 grade celebrations  ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net 

Susan Phillips: Hospitality    phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net 

Neli Davalos: Uniforms    nelidajaimez@hotmail.com 

 

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC   etagtmeier@comcast.net 

Nicole Lewis: SDMC    nrlewis71@earthlink.net 

Jennifer Leach:  Magnet Awareness  jleach@jowersleach.com 

Jan Huff: After-Care    jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification jms1caldwell@gmail.com 

Kim & Jeremy Hart:  IT    kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net 

Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound Newsletter  jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~   
                    

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1
st
 and 15

th
) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and 

faculty and/or posted at the website.  To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of 

issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Bunch at 

jetabunch@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.  

mailto:jetabunch@gmail.com
mailto:annieguerra@att.net
mailto:subhab@hotmail.com
mailto:gloriapereira@aol.com
mailto:reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mindy@coxclan.com
mailto:etagtmeier@comcast.
mailto:ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
mailto:etagtmeier@comcast.
mailto:nrlewis71@earthlink.net
mailto:jleach@jowersleach.com
mailto:jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
mailto:jms1caldwell@gmail.com
mailto:jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
mailto:wsander1@houstonisd.org
mailto:jetabunch@gmail.com
mailto:jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com

