
   

 

 

 

Broadcast Journalism news: 

 THGC Student Video Contest Winners! 

 
Each year, the Texas Holocaust and Genocide Commission runs a video contest open to all Texas 

students. This year's theme was "Creating a More Just World." 

 

We have received word from Robin C. Lane, Education Specialist, Texas Holocaust and Genocide 

Commission, that two groups of JMS students have won for the middle school category. 

 

Title    Student Winner Names  Award  

Before It’s Too Late  Carson Brown   $125 (or $41.66/student) 

    Negest Tsegaye  

    Tatyana Butler 

 

Stereotyping a Life Away Jhenifer Valdez   $125 (or $41.66/student) 

    Kayla Clubb 

    Elizabeth Langston 

 

    Honorable Mention Names 

Accept Me    Destiny Lara    none 

    Shelby Hardin,  

    Amir Bombata 

 

Congratulations to our Broadcast Journalism students!   

& 

Broadcast Journalism Class Produces Video 
 

Students of the Broadcast Journalism Class produced a video for the Down Syndrome Academy – Friends 

of Down Syndrome on April 29th.  Our students scripted, filmed, interviewed and edited a promotional 

video for the academy of its staff and students.  

 

Quotes from the filming crew: 

  

“Going to the Down Syndrome Academy was like being welcomed into my own family; they were all so 

nice and polite.”  -- Hailey Collier, 7-S 
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“I am so proud that I was chosen to be part of the film crew. It was such a great experience and an 

opportunity that I will never forget. I hope to see them again.”  -- Camryn Norwood, 7-G 

  

We were really proud and honored that they entrusted us with such a big project. 

 

Vinne Arlt 

 
JMS Film crew 

 
Staff, students and JMS Film Crew 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Yearbook News 
 

Yearbooks arrived on May 11th!  Pre-paid yearbooks are being distributed to those students, who pre-

paid, during Mentor or 1st period. 

 

Limited supplies remain.  Please stop by room 221 to buy yours before we run out, or before school in the 

flagpole area.  Look for the blue tent.   The cost per yearbook is $45.  Payments must be made in cash or 

by money order. 

 

Ms. Arsham 

Yearbook Adviser 

tarsham@houstonisd.org 

mailto:tarsham@houstonisd.org


~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Library News 
 

JMS Student Anthology

 
There's big news from Johnston! The FIRST ever JMS Student Anthology, The 2015 Greyhound 

LiterART is now available for purchase on Amazon – URL:  

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-

keywords=greyhound+liteart#/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-

keywords=greyhound+literart&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Agreyhound+literart. Participating students 

will be reading excerpts from their work and signing copies at the book launch on Wednesday, May 20th 

in the cafeteria beginning at 2:30 p.m.  Please make plans to purchase your copy now and to attend the 

book signing.

          
Update "Read to Feed" At this writing, over $5200 have been raised by student participating in "Read to 

Feed" to support Heifer International's mission to end world hunger. Pledges are still coming in and it's 

not too late to donate to support this very worthy mission. 

 

Name That Book 

 

Greyhound Congratulations to 8th grader Laura Mercado, who won the Name That Book multi-media 

book trailer contest with her book trailer for Ungifted by Gordan Korman. Laura's prize is a Nook e-

Reader. Stop by the library to view the book trailer today! 

 

                                                               Going, going, gone…. 
 

It's that time of year that makes every school librarian a little bit sad. Why? Because all library books are 

DUE! If you find any JMS Library books moldering in corners, back packs or closets please return them 

so they can be inventoried before nestling down for their summer's rest. Also, all library records and fines 

must be cleared before students will be allowed to attend celebratory end of year field trips. 

http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=greyhound+liteart#/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=greyhound+literart&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Agreyhound+literart
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=greyhound+liteart#/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=greyhound+literart&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Agreyhound+literart
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=greyhound+liteart#/ref=nb_sb_noss?url=search-alias%3Dstripbooks&field-keywords=greyhound+literart&rh=n%3A283155%2Ck%3Agreyhound+literart


 

                                                                     However… 

 

Don't let your students think that, because school is out, their reading is done! HISD's summer reading 

program,"Every Summer Has a Story," begins the day school ends. There's lots of other summer reading 

programs going on in the area, too. Check out the JMS Library webpage for more information. 

 

Cindy Dinneen, MLIS 

Librarian 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
On April 29

th
, Ms. Latson’s class traveled to the Rice Epicurean Cooking School for a cooking class.   

 
By Erin P. Foley, 7

th
 grader 

 

Are you hungry?  Many people find that when they’re hungry, they just make anything regardless to how 

unhealthy it could be.  At Rice Epicurean Cooking School, we learned to make healthy and delicious 

foods in a small fulfilling portion.  

 

When we reached our destination at the Rice Epicurean Cooking School, Chef Pock explained to the class 

that the actual purpose of the classes was to learn about the culinary arts.  There are many jobs in 

restaurants around the world. And HISD has several high schools with magnet culinary art programs, like 

Barbara Jordan and Westside.  We were very excited to learn what was on our menu:  lasagna made 

inside of a cupcake tin, garlic bread, and a side salad.  Chief Pock said that this might seem like a simple 

recipe, but there was room to add your own creative touch.  This class would give everyone a chance 

work together to create an enjoyable meal. 

 

At first look, you would never have guessed that the cupcake-sized lasagna would fill anyone, but it did!  

It was prepared with a combination of flavorful egg roll layers, marinara, ricotta cheese, fresh basil and 



garlic and mozzarella cheese.  We had created something that would truly astonish your taste buds.  Next 

we made garlic bread and salad. We made everything with our own hands. 

  

We would never had made anything so unique out of a recipe so old and loved today without the guidance 

of chef Pock.  You can learn to make this meal along with many other creative ideas, if you buy Chef 

Carol Pock’s cook book, “Heart, Morsels for the Soul”. Or visit her website at:  culinarywithcarol.com. 
 

Jkb;ou 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  
Student-made salad, garlic bread & lasagna  

 
Students toast each other on their successfully prepared delicious meals. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

5
th

 Annual Chalk the Walk for MS 
 

On October 30
, 
2014, Johnston Middle School’s Visual Artists were asked to interpret the theme "Leading 

the Way to a World Free of MS!” for the 5
th
 annual Chalk the Walk for MS art event to support research 

efforts for the debilitating disease of Multiple Sclerosis.  The resulting student creations were an array of 

brightly-colored projects stressing the notion of unity in the battle against multiple sclerosis, which affects 

more than 22,000 Texans and 400,000 Americans nationwide.  

 

In the weeks leading up to the competition, students were educated on the effects and impact of the 

debilitating disease. Cammy Lopez Hazim, a development manager with the National MS Society, visited 

with the participating students to educate them on Multiple Sclerosis’ causes, treatment and to share the 

http://www.nationalmssociety.org/


hope for a cure!  Houston’s MS Society office supports the big MS 150 race to Austin as well as 

supporting several walks around the city, all in hopes of raising money for research.  

 

Mrs. Arsham and Mr. Adams led 60 students assembled into teams, with names such as “Chalk it up” and 

“JMS Art Squad,” to share in the event to bring awareness of the disease and hope for a cure.  Students’ 

artwork was showcased on the organization’s website and social media.   

 

Team “ROCKIN’ CHALKERS” were named winners; team members include: 7
th
 graders Gabrielle 

Lansangan, 7
th
 grader Sterling Riles, 8

th
 grader Marissa Kapp, and 8th grader Amy Vaughan, 8

th
 grader 

Carson Traylor.  The winning team was also pictures in MS Connection, The Official Magazine of the 

National Multiple Sclerosis Society, a national publication.  They also won a gift certificate to Texas Art 

Supply. All participating students were given shirts and treated to a lunch.     

 
      Rockin’ Chalkers’ winning chalk rendering                     JMS art students pictured lowest right 

Art teams hard at work at Chalk the Walk 



~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
From http://blogs.houstonisd.org/news/2015/04/27/johnston-ms-seventh-grader-wins-hisd-art-contest/ 

 

Johnston MS seventh-grader wins HISD art contest 

 
Makaila Maniscalco, a seventh-grade student at Johnston Middle School, has been named the winner of 

an art contest sponsored by the Office of Special Education Services. 

Makaila created a mask that won first place out of 21 entries from across the district. Judging took place 

April 14–17 at the Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center, and the theme of the contest was “Who 

Am I?” 

 

Makaila relies upon her memory of color, and used her tactile senses to color different parts of the piece. 

She likes the mask because it “keeps the viewer’s eye moving and guessing about who the mask might 

represent.” 

 

As the winner of the contest, Makaila’s artwork will become the logo for the 2015 Special Education 

Conference, which will take place July 21–23 at Westbury High School. 

Finalists were Tatum Brooks (Westside HS), Javier Gutierrez (Lamar HS), Jonathan Reyna (T.H. 

Rogers), and Hailey Hernandez (Wainwright ES). 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 

Pastries for Parents 

                     When: May 20, 2015         
Time: 8:00am – 8:45am 
Where: JMS Cafeteria 

*Please attend with your student 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

http://blogs.houstonisd.org/news/2015/04/27/johnston-ms-seventh-grader-wins-hisd-art-contest/
http://blogs.houstonisd.org/news/wp-content/uploads/sites/2/2015/04/Maniscalco_400.jpg


AFTER-CARE 
 

The After-Care Program at JMS will continue in the fall under the direction of Jan Huff, JMS PTO chair.  

The program has proved very successful.  Students receive help with their homework from JMS teachers 

and have assorted other opportunities available to them after school.  For more information about the 

program, please check the JMS website at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.  Click the “Parents” 

heading and a drop-down menu will show several topics, “After Care Program” being one.  Click on 

“After Care Program” for complete information about After-Care.   

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

May 7
th

 New Parent Meet & Greet 
 

A vast number of parents of incoming students attended the meet & greet the evening of May 7
th

.   

They filled the Library, spilling out to the hall.  It’s no secret that transitioning from 5
th

 grade to a 

new school for 6
th

 grade can be unnerving, and the parents came to learn more information and 

armed with questions.  The meeting was scheduled for 6 o’clock with the PTO meeting to follow at 

7.  However, the informational session ran 15 minutes longer than scheduled.   
 

After a short break, to allow for the first crowd to disperse and the second to assemble, the PTO 

meeting was cancelled due to not having a quorum with which to vote in the new PTO Board.  

Those who remained were surprised by this.  They continued to visit, informally discussing what 

more PTO can do to assist JMS in future.      
 

Concurrent with these two meetings, the Kickstart Kids Program was having its yearend ceremony 

in the auditorium. There was no parking to be had near school.  The ceremony was another reason 

for not having a quorum – so many proud parents of current Kickstart students were there.  
 

Though the evening did not go as planned, it was good to see the interest and enthusiasm among the 

incoming 6
th

 grade parents.  We look forward to their active participation at JMS in the fall. 
 

B.H. 

   

Stars Twinkle at May JMSPVA Concerts! 
 

  15    Choreographers Dance Concert – 7 p.m. 

  18    Orchestra Concerto Concert – 7 p.m. 

  19    Beginning Band Concert/Awards – 7 p.m. 

  21    Advanced & Jazz Bands Concert – 7 p.m. 

  22-23 Choir Pop Show – 7 p.m. 

 

Excellent entertainment! 

Easy, free parking! 

Come see YOUR children, JMS stars! 

   
 



College and Career Readiness 

 
Greeting JMS Parents and Students, 
 

The Counselors would like to invite you to explore College and Career Readiness through Naviance this 

summer and fulfill your grade level requirements in advance of the school year. Log in information and 

guidance will be posted on the Johnston Middle School web-site in June. We look forward to an exciting 

College and Career focused year. 

 

Lisa Arledge 

Counselor M.Ed. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Title I News 
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL 

2015-2016 School Year 

 
WE WANT YOU!  VOLUNTEER TODAY! 

 
What is the Parent Advisory Council? 

  

The Role of the Parental Advisory Council:  

 

• Attend the Advisory Council Meetings (4 times a year) 

• Help review and confirm the Parental Involvement Policy/Plan  

• Act as an advocate for the Parent Involvement Program  

 

As a Title I school, we are required to have a Title I Parent Advisory Council (PAC). Working with the 

school’s Title I coordinator and the school principal, the PAC committee will help assure 

parents/guardians have the opportunity to learn more about Title I.  Our goal is to ensure effective 

involvement of all parents of Title I participating children and to support the partnership between other 

school community stakeholders, school administration and staff, Parent Association and School 

Leadership Team.  

 

Contact us for more information. 

 

Veronica Simmons, Chairperson - vsimmonsrph@gmail.com 

 

Danyetta Godwin, Title I Coordinator - dgodwin@houstonisd.org 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

mailto:vsimmonsrph@gmail.com
mailto:dgodwin@houstonisd.org


May 15 through May 29, 2015 
May 

April 20 through May 22 - Tech Literacy Assessment for 8
th
 grade 

15 National Junior Honor Society Induction Ceremony - 9 a.m. 

 8
th
 Grade Dance – 6-10 p.m. 

 Choreographers Dance Concert – 2:30 and 7 p.m. 

18 Young Gents Field Trip to Blue Bell Creamery – 9:15 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Main Event/Stafford Field Trip – house 7-M – 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 Orchestra Concerto Concert – 7 p.m. 

18-19 IPC B Finals 

19 Maplewood Swim Team - 1:30 p.m. 

 Mariachi Los Galgos UIL – 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

 Beginning Band Concert/Awards – 7 p.m. 

20 Dave & Buster Elective Reward Field Trip – 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

 Main Event/Stafford Field Trip – house 7-M – 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

20-21 IB Algebra Final Exam 

21 House 6-G – Godwin Park – 9 a.m. to 1:45 p.m. 

 Advanced & Jazz Bands Concert – 7 p.m. 

22 DELE Exam – 8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

22-23 Choir Pop Show – 7 p.m. 

23 Band Spring Trip – Schlitterbahn – 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

25 Memorial Day – NO SCHOOL 

26 Schlitterbahn for non-varsity orchestra – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 Funplex – house 7-J – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

 Main Event/Stafford Field Trip – house 7-S – 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 Gatti Town/Sugar Land Field Trip – house 6-S – 9:45 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

27 8
th
 Grade Celebration – 9:30 to11:30 a.m. 

 House 7-S Rewards Activity – 1 to 3 p.m. 

 Brookline Elementary Band Clinic – 2:25 to 3:45 p.m. 

28 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR STUDENTS! 

 8
th
 Grade Field Trip to Wet & Wild Splash Town – 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 IT’Z Field Trip – House 6-M – 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 

 Downtown Aquarium – house 6-J – 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 Report Cards issued 

29 LAST DAY OF SCHOOL FOR TEACHERS! 

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date.  Additions and deletions are possible. A 

complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514.  Current dates are on the main page 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513.  The 2014-15 Magnet Performance schedule can be found 

under “Magnet Information”. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department calendar.  

Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner.  When in doubt, call the school. 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Attn: All 2015-16 JMS Students! 
The summer reading lists and projects will be posted on the JMS website under “Academics” tab by May 

22nd.  Please be sure to check early on your summer homework assignments.  Waiting until August to 

complete these assignments will be stressful and diminish your happiness about resuming school in the 

fall.  Try to finish them early. 

    

The 2015-2016 school year for students starts on August 24
th

! 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514


Want to Join the PTO Executive Board? 

Good at balancing a check book? 

 
We are in search of a TREASURER for the 2015-2016 school year!  It's a great way to get involved. 

Please email Jennifer Bunch jetabunch@gmail.com if you are interested.  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

 

JMS Fine Arts Funds Update 

 
The deadline to purchase a star for the JMS Fine Arts Fund is Friday, May 22.  Thanks to the generosity 

of so many donors, we have distributed $61,800 worth of donations to the fine arts departments from 

which our students have already been benefitting.  Unfortunately, there are still many more fine arts needs 

for our students. 

    
 Wall of Stars by auditorium entrance      New star tile format 

 

The second wall of stars is up! It is stunning!  Thank you, contributors! 
 

A new star format has been designed to fill an additional niche. It is one 12-inch tile set with four stars; 

each star is available for a $25 donation and will list your family name. 

 

 
 

Be a part of JMS history and help us fill the third wall!  

Donor forms will be available at the Spring concerts – 

also below.  Please be generous! 

 

mailto:jetabunch@gmail.com


  Johnston Middle School Fine Arts Fund   
              10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096 

 

FAMILY STAR LEVELS: 
                           $50 –  8” Personal STAR 

                          $100 – 12” Personal STAR 

                          $250 – 16” Personal STAR 

$500 and above – 16" Personal STAR WITH GOLD TIE/VEST                  

$25 – Be one of four stars on a granite tile as a friend of JMSPVA 

Name of Donor: Home Address: 
 

Email Address: 
 

Phone: 
 

Donation Level (circle one): 
$25 (see example) $50  $100  $250  $500    
Other $ ______ 
 
Name as it should appear on your STAR ($50 
and above): 
 
 

$25 Stars will read: 
  
                    Your Name 
                       Family 
 
Example:         Johnson 
                       Family 

Processed By: 
 

Payment Method (mark one): 
Check#______  Credit Card _____  Cash______ 

Make checks payable to:  JMS PTO Fine Arts Fund, 10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096   
**For Business sponsorship forms, please contact Ann Guerra at annieguerra@att.net or 713-471-9224** 
rev 5/5/15 

 

 

BE A JOHNSTON STAR! 
Stars will be displayed in the magnet hallway outside of 

the auditorium for a minimum of 3 years. 

mailto:annieguerra@att.net


 

 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



 

Box Tops & Label Incentives 
 
Hey Greyhounds! 
 
Summer is just around the corner and we hope that you will continue to 
collect Box Tops, Tyson Project A+ Labels and Labels for Education UPCs!  
 
All of these programs directly support our school.  Don't forget to ask friends and 
relatives to clip these items as well.   
 
We will have more Box Top prizes in the Fall! 
 
Have a GREAT Summer and keep on collecting! 

 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 



Orchestra News 

 
Over the weekend of May 9

th
, the Sinfonia orchestra competed in an orchestra competition at the 

University of North Texas (Denton).  Competitors, mainly high school level, came from across Texas.  

The JMS Sinfonia performance was awarded trophies for:  Superior Music Performance, Outstanding in 

Class, and being Overall Outstanding.  Congratulations, Sinfonia students, and much thanks to Dr. Jose Rocha 

and Mr. Grube for directing the Sinfonia to such heights of performance! 

 
Sinfonia on stage in Murchison Performing Arts Center 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

PTO BOARD POSITIONS  CONTACT INFORMATION 
Melanie Rosen: President    johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com 

Nicole Lewis: Treasurer    nrlewis71@earthlink.net 

Regina Puccio: Secretary    reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net 

Ann Guerra: 1st VP     annieguerra@att.net 

Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP   subhab@hotmail.com 

Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP     gloriapereira@aol.com 

Mindy Cox: Membership    mindy@coxclan.com 

Jan Huff: Aftercare/Membership   jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net 

Veronica Simmons: Uniform/ Title1   vsimmonsrph@gmail.com 

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC    etagtmeier@comcast.net 

Michelle Maislin: SDMC/Directory   mmaislin@gmail.com 

Diane Ragan: Directory     diragand@gmail.com 

Adriana Perez: Hospitality    ace55502004@yahoo.com 

Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound News Editor jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com  

Elizabeth Shaw: Landscaping   elizstop@aol.com 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~                      
The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1

st
 and 15

th
) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and 

faculty and/or posted at the website.  To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of 

issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Melanie Rosen at 

johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at 

jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.  

 

 
Greyhounds – soaring to excellence! 
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