6th Grade
Summer Reading Overview
As we look forward to a productive 2016-17 school year we want our students to be as
prepared as possible to transition into middle school reading.

All incoming 6th grade students-Pre-Ap Reading, Regular Reading, ESL Reading:
Read All the Broken Pieces by Ann E. Burg
Complete study guide (also available on the JMS website).

All the Broken Pieces by Ann E. Burg
Study Guide
Due to your Reading teacher on or before September 23, 2016

Download an audio version of this book to listen to while you read at www.audible.com.
Visit quizlet for a better understanding of the book:
https://quizlet.com/5876303/all-the-broken-pieces-brodaaaa-flash-cards/
Summary: Two years after being airlifted out of war-torn Vietnam, Matt Pin is haunted: by bombs that fell like
dead crows, by smoke and death, by the brother — and the terrible secret — he left behind. Now in a loving
adoptive home in the United States, over the course of a baseball season, a series of profound events forces
him to confront his past, and slowly, sometimes painfully, heal. By turns harrowing, dreamlike, sad, and
triumphant, this searing novel in verse reveals an unforgettable and little-seen perspective on the Vietnam
War and its survivors.
A. Setting- There are four major settings in All the Broken Pieces. Find and write a sentence from the story to
describe each one. Be sure to include the page number of where you found your description.

1. Vietnam
2. The baseball field
3. The veteran meeting
4. Matt’s American home
B. Characterization –
1. Matt has two families, his Vietnamese family and his American Family. How are they alike and how are they
different? Give two examples of each.
Alike

Different

A.

A.

B.

B.

2. Matt struggles with the relationship he has with Billy. How does the relationship change over time? Give
two examples.
A.
B.

C. Plot/Characterization – Use your own words to interpret the quote listed and how the plot is developed
around this quote. There is more than one correct answer.

1. “Sometimes the words people don’t say are as powerful as the ones they do.” Pg. 56
2. "Words are messy, but sometimes, words are all you've got to show what matters most." Pg. 211

Plot/Characterization-Use your own words to interpret write how conflict helps develop the plot. There is
more than one correct answer.

1. When Matt’s Mother put him on the helicopter transport do you think Matt’s mother made the best

choice for him? For the family? For his brother?
2. Matt encounters prejudice from other children in his school who blame him for the loss their families
experienced because of the war. How might you handle this situation from Matt’s point-of-view? From
the other children’s point-of-view?
D. Personal Connection
1. Matt has many interests including baseball and music. What are things that are interesting to you or that
you are involved in outside of school?
A.
B
C.
D.

2. What character do you relate to most in the book? Why do you connect with that character?
3. Draw a sketch of the musical instrument that you play or that you would like to learn to play.
4. What did you learn about history that you did not know before reading this book?
5. Draw music notes to rank your enjoyment of this book with 1 note being the lowest and 10 notes being the
highest.
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G/T students:
G/T students are required to read All the Broken Pieces, complete the packet, in addition to a
book from the G/T list. You will need to turn in BOTH the study guide and G/T projects on or before 9/23/16 to
your Reading teacher. Read one of the following books and complete the project below. Please read a book
you have not previously read.
(Summaries below) Elijah of Buxton by Christopher Paul Curtis, Lions of Little Rock by Kristin Levine, Dark Water

Rising by Marian Hale, Hatchet by Gary Paulsen, Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell, Go Big or Go Home
by Will Hobbs, The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau, Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collin, Esperanza Rising
by Pam Munoz Ryan
Project Details:
Create a paper scrapbook that represents your novel.
Cover: The scrapbook should have a cover that includes your name, the date, the name of the book and the
author.
Pictures: The scrapbook should contain three pictures or photographs and an explanation that represent
1. The main character in a scene from the book
2. The character’s family and friends
3. The main character’s major accomplishment
Souvenirs or mementos: The scrapbook should contain two souvenirs or mementos and an explanation of
each. These items should represent
1. An important event in the story
2. Something important to the main character.
Journal Entry: Add a journal entry written from the main character’s point of view that gives a summary of the
book. The journal entry should be written in complete paragraphs on a piece of notebook paper and cut and
pasted into the scrapbook. It should include a description of the main characters, setting, conflict, major
events, and problem resolution. Do not copy the summary from the back of the book or the internet.

Elijah of Buxton

by Christopher Paul Curtis Year Published: 2007

Eleven-year-old Elijah lives in Buxton, Canada, a settlement of runaway slaves near the American border.
He's the first child in town to be born free, and he ought to be famous just for that. Unfortunately, all that
most people see is a "fra-gile" boy who's scared of snakes and talks too much. But everything changes
when a former slave steals money from Elijah's friend, who has been saving to buy his family out of
captivity in the South. Now it's up to Elijah to track down the thief--and his dangerous journey just might
make a hero out of him, if only he can find the courage to get back home.

Lions of Little Rock

by Kristin Levine Year Published: 2012

As twelve-year-old Marlee starts middle school in 1958 Little Rock, it feels like her whole world is falling
apart. Until she meets Liz, the new girl at school. Liz is everything Marlee wishes she could be: she's
brave, brash and always knows the right thing to say. But when Liz leaves school without even a goodbye, the rumor is that Liz was caught passing for white. Marlee decides that doesn't matter. She just
wants her friend back. And to stay friends, Marlee and Liz are even willing to take on segregation and
the dangers their friendship could bring to both their families.

Dark Water Rising

by Marian Hale Year Published: 2007

looked and saw water rushing in from Galveston Bay on one side and from the gulf on the other. The
two seas met in the middle of Broadway, swirling over the wooden paving blocks, and I couldn’t help but
shudder at the sight. All of Galveston appeared to be under water.
I

Galveston, Texas, may be the booming city of the brand-new twentieth century, but to Seth, it is the end
of a dream. He longs to be a carpenter like his father, but his family has moved to Galveston so he can
go to a good school. Still, the last few weeks of summer might not be so bad. Seth has a real job as a
builder and the beach is within walking distance. Things seem to be looking up, until a storm warning is
raised one sweltering afternoon. No one could have imagined anything like this. Giant walls of water
crash in from the sea. Shingles and bricks are deadly missiles flying through the air. People not hit by
flying debris are swept away by rushing water. Forget the future, Seth and his family will be lucky to
survive the next twenty-four hours.

Hatchet by Gary Paulson
Thirteen-year-old Brian Robeson is on his way to visit his father when the single engine plane in which
he is flying crashes. Suddenly, Brian finds himself alone in the Canadian wilderness with nothing but
his clothing, a tattered windbreaker, and the hatchet his mother has given him as a present — and the
dreadful secret that has been tearing him apart ever since his parents' divorce. But now Brian has no
time for anger, self-pity, or despair — it will take all his know-how and determination, and more
courage than he knew he possessed, to survive.

Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O’Dell

In the Pacific there is an island that looks like a big fish sunning itself in the sea. Around it, blue dolphins
swim, otters play, and sea elephants and sea birds abound. once, Indians also lived on the island. And
when they left and sailed to the east, one young girl was left behind.
This is the story of Karana, the Indian girl who lived alone for years on the Island of the Blue Dolphins.
Year after year, she watched one season pass into another and waited for a ship to take her away. But
while she waited, she kept herself alive by building shelter, making weapons, finding food, and fighting
her enemies, the wild dogs. It is not only an unusual adventure of survival, but also a tale of natural
beauty and personal discovery.

Go Big or Go Home by Will Hobbs
A meteorite is hurtling toward the Black Hills of South Dakota. . . . Brady Steele's love for all things
extreme is given a boost when a fireball crashes through the roof of his house. It turns out that Brady's
space rock is one of the rarest meteorites ever found. In fact, a professor from a nearby museum wants
to study it in search of extraterrestrial bacteria, hoping to discover the first proof of life beyond Earth.
During a wild week of extreme bicycling, fishing, and caving, Brady discovers he's able to do strange and
wonderful feats that shouldn't be possible. At the same time, he's developing some frightening symptoms.
Could he be infected with long-dormant microbes from space? Is his meteorite a prize . . . or a menace?

The City of Ember by Jeanne DuPrau
The city of Ember was built as a last refuge for the human race. Two hundred years later, the
great lamps that light the city are beginning to flicker. When Lina finds part of an ancient
message, she’s sure it holds a secret that will save the city. She and her friend Doon must
decipher the message before the lights go out on Ember forever! This stunning debut novel offers
refreshingly clear writing and fascinating, original characters.

Gregor the Overlander by Suzanne Collins
In the irresistible first novel by the author of The Hunger Games, a boy embarks on a
dangerous quest in order to fulfill his destiny -- and find his father. New cover art coming
July 1st!
In the first novel of the New York Times bestselling series by Suzanne Collins, author of
The Hunger Games, young Gregor falls through a grate in the laundry room of his apartment
building and hurtles into the dark Underland. This strange world is on the brink of war, and
Gregor's arrival is no accident. A prophecy foretells that Gregor has a role to play in the
Underland's uncertain future. Gregor wants no part of it -- until he realizes it's the only way to
solve the mystery of his father's disappearance. Gregor embarks on a dangerous adventure that
will change both him and the Underland forever.
Esperanza Rising by Pam Munoz Ryan
Esperanza thought she'd always live with her family on their ranch in Mexico--she'd always
have fancy dresses, a beautiful home, and servants. But a sudden tragedy forces Esperanza and
Mama to flee to California during the Great Depression, and to settle in a camp for Mexican
farm workers. Esperanza isn't ready for the hard labor, financial struggles, or lack of acceptance
she now faces. When their new life is threatened, Esperanza must find a way to rise above her
difficult circumstances--Mama's life, and her own, depend on it.

