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Magnet Applications

The deadline for HISD magnet applications is December 19, 2014.
Parents of 8th graders applying to magnet high schools need to abide by this application
deadline. There is nothing automatic about the process even if you are zoned to a school (and
several high schools are purely magnet without zones). To continue in a magnet program, one’s
application must be completed on time. (Magnet elementary and middle schools follow the
same application procedure.) Magnet applications can be filled on line at www.houstonisd.org.
For questions or to schedule an individual tour of Johnston’s Performing and Visual Arts magnet
program, please contact Gary Leger, JMS Magnet Coordinator, at 713-726-3616.

~~~~~
From the Library…
December is “Food for Fines” month in the library. For each canned good or non-perishable food item,
one dollar owed for overdue books or temporary ID badge charges will be forgiven. This offer is good
through December 19th. Almost one third of the JMS students owe some sort of fine! Most owe less than
$2. Please email Ms. Dinneen at cdinneen@houstonisd.org if you’d like information about your student’s
library charges.
Cindy Dinneen, MLIS

~~~~~
Got JMS? Got High School? Get College!
JMS College & Career Awareness Campaign
The JMS Counselors are kicking off a college and career awareness campaign. We are asking parents to
show their college pride by donating a pennant or banner, etc. to the counseling office for display
throughout Johnston. All donations can be dropped off in the Counselor’s Suite Room 123 across from
the Main Office.
Thank you in advance.
Lisa Arledge, Counselor M.Ed.

~~~~~

Theatre Department: The Magic Well
The performance of “The Magic Well” on December 10 was a great fun. Written by Herman Amman, it
is set in no particular time or place. The action centers around a magic well in a village. The king was
fretting village politics and was dismayed by his daughters’ marital status. The townspeople were excited
about Mrs. Blinky having seen a dragon in the woods. Mrs. Blinky has poor vision so the sighting was
suspect. A prince came to slay the dragon. Through all of this, an old hag stirred the pot. Hmm.
Our thespians did a fine job, be it on stage or behind the scenes. Thank you one and all for a great
performance.

Townspeople gather around the Magic Well in the village

~~~~~

Give them the gift of recognition.
Looking for an exclusive holiday gift for your child? Create a recognition
ad online for the Johnston Middle School for the Performing yearbook.
It's a gift that will hold its meaning for years to come.

Order Now
Go to
http://view.exacttarget.com/?j=fe5416797163007f731d&m=ff5f11727c&ls=fdc915747066047b71
15777762&l=fe631576756c057b7512&s=fdee157075620774721c7872&jb=ff3215727267&ju=fe
1d17737d670774711c79 , which will show approximately the ad above, and click “order now”.
Ms. Arsham, Yearbook Adviser

~~~~~
New Math Curriculum
Is your student coming home frustrated about math? Has your A-student’s math grade fallen? It is not
just your student.
In the November 21, 2014, edition of the Houston Chronicle, on the front page no less, there was an
article by Ericka Mellon entitled “Tougher math rules vex pupils, parents.” According to the article, two
years ago, the State Board of Education decided to raise expectations for all levels of math in anticipation
of the tougher State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) test. The federal No Child
Left Behind law necessitates yearly math testing. Wrote Mellon, “In many cases, concepts that used to be
covered in higher grade levels now must be taught to younger children. … The math changes took effect
in elementary and middle school this school year; they will roll out in high schools next year.”

There was a meeting on November 20th at which people could express their concerns to the State Board
of Education. The Board listened, but action is doubtful.
Mellon wrote, “The State Board approved the new math standards in 2012 as part of its regular review of
different subject areas but held off on implementation until this school year to allow for the adoption of
new textbooks and to give teachers time to prepare. Texas has revised its math standards over the years
but the latest changes are the biggest overhaul since they were created in the late 1990s.”
The goal of the change is that more students will be able to take higher math in high school, perhaps even
calculus. It is a fine idea, but the pain of transition is not fun.
JMS math teachers are working hard to help their students with these state mandated changes. Yes, it I s a
difficult period. Grades for your student might not be what they used to be, but things will get better.
Patience and persistence by teachers, students and parents are necessary.
Keep calm & Carry On!
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~

Spirit Night Benefiting JMS!
4-8 p.m.
1 Wednesday every month
Percentage of evening’s receipts donated to JMS.
st

This fundraiser is painless and delicious!

~~~~~
December 15 through December 19, 2014
December
15
JMS Dance Studio: Learning from the Masters – 11 a.m.
15-16 Algebra 1A Final Exam
17
Open Swim Team at Lamar – 8:30 to 9 a.m.
House 7M – Battleship Texas/San Jacinto Monument – 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
JMS Dance Studio: Learning from the Masters – 11 a.m.
Swim Meet – St. Thomas at JMS – 4:30 p.m.
18
JMS Choir at Chase Bank – 9:45 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
19
Deadline for Magnet Applications
19-20 JMS Greyhound Basketball Tournament – 7th Grade Boys – 5-9 p.m.

December 22 through January 3, 2015

Winter Break

January
5
Teacher professional day
6
School resumes for students
Band Boosters Meeting – 6 p.m.
6-16 M.O.Y.
7
Boys Basketball – JMS vs Rice – 5:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball – JMS vs Rice – 5:30 p.m.
13
Intermediate Piano Recitals – 7 p.m.
14
Boys Basketball – JMS vs Pershing – 5:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball – JMS vs Pershing – 5:30 p.m.
15
Advanced Piano Recitals – 7 p.m.

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions
are possible. A complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on
the JMS website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on
the main page http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. The 2014-15 Magnet
Performance schedule can be found under “Magnet Information”. Sporting
events are also under the Athletics Department calendar. Events are also listed
in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.
~~~~~
JMS

The JMS Orchestra Annual Pasta Dinner – Auction – Concert
BEWARE THE FULL MOON
As I drove to the annual JMS Orchestra fund raiser on December 5, with two orchestra members, I saw a
gorgeous full moon in the Eastern sky. It raised my anticipation for a night of good food (three different
pastas) and wonderful music from Hollywood’s best movies performed by JMS’s superlative orchestras.
I found an excellent parking spot in the teachers’ lot. What luck! The boys went to the orchestra room.
I was asked by a cab driver to lead a couple of people unfamiliar with JMS to the cafeteria. That was
unusual, but not a problem.
I found the boys, now in the court yard, and convinced them they had to eat now. There was a long line
of diners. The boys needed to be on time for their orchestra’s performance.
Enter the lunacy. The word “Lunatic” was first used in 1541. The word describes a person struck with
“lunacy”. “Lunacy”, according to Merriam-Webster is “intermittent insanity once believed to be related
to phases of the moon”. Over time, I’ve seen all sorts of odd things happen during times of a full moon.

There are statistics that show a higher number of babies are born during full moons. I am not a lunatic,
but I’ve observed.
Stepping in to the cafeteria, the room temperature dramatically increased from the cool night air 64
degrees to a humid 82 degrees. The cafeteria was packed with people, all generating more heat. I saw
only two fans in the entire room. I learned that the air conditioning had failed earlier in the day.
The moon….
When we arrived at the check-in table to pick up our pre-paid tickets, we were told, the food was running
short. It was roughly 6:45 P.M. We took our places in line. There were no rolls or salad, but the
Chicken Alfredo was delicious.
We ate our dinners. At the far end of the cafeteria, one of the orchestras was performing. They were
playing “Somewhere over the Rainbow.” Later they performed some carols. An announcement was made
that the food was gone. It was roughly 7 o’clock. Refunds would be made.
The moon….
It was time for the boys to join their orchestra and perform. One’s parent, the other’s aunt and I moved
nearer the orchestra. Dr. Rocha announced that 12 dinners had been found. The aunt, who had not eaten,
went to get food. She’d had three pre-paid tickets and came back with three dinners that had salad and
rolls. What?
The moon….
Dr. Rocha directs five different levels of orchestras. He has the ability to perfectly match the level of
music to the level of performance of his different orchestras making each orchestra sound exceptionally
fine. It’s a gift.
Dr. Rocha announced that his assistant, Benjamin Grube, had recently added Doctor of Music to his
credentials. Congratulations to him.
As expected, the orchestra performed beautifully. They performed several more showtunes and several
carols. The music was satisfying. It more than made up for the lunatic elements of the evening.
I was reminded of the lyrics from “There’s No Business like Show Business”. After a list of all sorts of
problems, it ends with “Let’s go on with the show!”
The fund raiser had had all sorts of problems, mischief courtesy the moon, but the orchestras got on with
the Show!
I left happy.
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~
Johnston Middle School Fine Arts Fund Video link
http://youtu.be/uEcFfnpFNUI

Johnston Middle School Fine Arts Fund
10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096

Be a Johnston Middle School Star!
Support the award winning performing and visual art departments with a donation of
$25 or more to the JMS Fine Arts Fund and become a Johnston Star. Your personalized
star will be displayed for a minimum of 3 years in the halls of JMS!
The Johnston Middle School (JMS) Fine Arts Fund (aka Super Fund) is co-chaired by
Ann Guerra and Steve Martin. Members of the committee are working with HISD to
upgrade the 50 year old auditorium but are in need of community support to fund other
aspects of the JMS Fine Arts Program not covered by the school district.
The financial goal is to raise over $300,000. Donations will be distributed in two phases.
The first phase distribution will take place at the end of February 2015 and the second
at the end of May 2015. A report will be available at the end of each phase denoting the
amount raised and the items obtained. The JMS Fine Arts Fund will be used to
purchase everything from computers to drafting tables to pianos to cameras to dance
bars to uniforms to sheet music to band instruments to desks, chairs and paint!
Please support JMS students and teachers. All tax deductible donations will ensure
quality equipment and programs are available for our present and future JMS students.
Having an exemplary program will encourage cooperative learning and higher
standards of excellence for all JMS students.
Questions? Call Ann Guerra at 713-471-9224
Thank you in advance for your support and for being a Johnston Star!
Sincerely,

The JMS Fine Arts Fund Committee

The campaign will run all year with the first stars being posted in the hall by midJanuary. We hope to be able to make some purchases as early as February 2015.

Johnston Middle School Fine Arts Fund
10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096

BE A JOHNSTON STAR!
Stars will be displayed in the magnet hallway outside of
the auditorium for a minimum of 3 years.

FAMILY STAR LEVELS:
$50 – 8” Personal STAR
$100 – 12” Personal STAR
$250 – 16” Personal STAR
$500 – 20” Personal STAR
$1000 and above – 24” Personal STAR
$25 – Your name plate on the 4 foot Friends of JMS FINE ARTS STAR
Name of Donor:

Home Address:

Email Address:

Date of Purchase:

Donation Level (circle one):

Name Plate Information ($25 donation):

$25 (name plate only) $50 $100 $250 $500
$750 $1000 Other $ ______

The __________________Family
____ no dedication
____ with the following dedication

Name as it should appear on your STAR ($50 and above):
In honor/memory/appreciation of/for (circle one)
_______________________________________
*For additional name plates, please attach additional
forms.
Processed By:
Payment Method (mark one):
Check#______ Credit Card______ Cash______
Make checks payable to: JMS PTO Fine Arts Fund, 10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096
www.jmsfineartsfund.com for credit card purchases
****For Business sponsorship forms, please contact Ann Guerra at
annieguerra@att.net or 713-471-9224****

~~~~~

Painless Fundraising
Don’t forget the many easy ways to raise funds for Johnston by clipping labels and UPCs and
also the many grocery stores with their rewards programs. Amazon Smile will also contribute to
JMS if one sets it up. Past issues of this newsletter (found on line at
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4vuxybyhpkbk7rc/AADyPNt7kjBiJ-0tR4byMBFZa?dl=0) outline the
many ways one can help JMS with day to day fundraising. Thank you for your participation.

~~~~~

We received a check from Kroger covering the last quarter of sales. Thanks to 22 JMS families shopping
at Kroger over the period, we received $101.20. We are delighted to have received this sum. It is also
surprising that our school with 1,600+ students has only 22 families shopping at Kroger. No doubt there
are more, but they haven’t taken the time to sign up. Please sign up. After the set up process, you don’t
have to think about it again. A percentage of your Kroger purchases automatically is earmarked for JMS.
The registration information follows.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS SUPPORTERS
All supporters must have a registered Kroger Plus card account online to be able to link their card to an
organization. If you do not have a Kroger Plus Card, you can obtain a digital Kroger Plus Card when
creating an account online or at any Kroger store.
Link your card at www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com.
 If you have an existing account, click on “Sign In”, otherwise click on “Create an Account”.
If you are a new online customer:
 You will need to enter your email address, create a password, enter your zip code, click on
favorite store, and agree to the terms and conditions.
 Once you are done entering your information you will get a message asking you to check your email inbox and click on the link within the body of the e-mail that was sent to activate your
Kroger account.
Already have a Kroger.com account?
 Enter your email address and password and click on “Sign In”.
 Click on Community then on Community Rewards” then click on enroll now, complete personal
information, click on save.
 Enter your organization’s number .96068 or name Johnston Middle School and then click on
“Search”.
 Select your organization and click on “Save”.
 To verify that you enrolled correctly, you will see your organizations name on the right side of
your account settings page.
 Once you are linked, you can start earning rewards immediately toward the organization you are
supporting. (Note: The message saying that you are supporting an organization through the
Kroger Community Rewards program will start printing on your receipt about 10 business days
after you linked your card.)
View your Rewards Details
 Sign in to your Kroger account
 Go to www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
 Click on “View Your Rewards Details”
 See how much you have earned for your organization! (Note: This information will only be
available and updated at the end of each cycle.)
Remember, you must swipe your registered Kroger plus Card or use your Alt ID when shopping
for each eligible purchase to count.
You must link your card every year, starting August 1st, to support the organization of your choice.
(Spanish Instructions available upon request.)
Thank you for participating in our Kroger Community Rewards program!

-

~~~~~

Winter break clipping!
Remember to clip and collect Box Tops over Winter break so you can turn them
in when we return to school in January! You can find Box Tops on many of the
products you will be using for dinners and parties.
For a list of participating products, go to
BTFE.com
Have a great break!
The Box Tops Committee
CLIPPING IS EASY! FIND BOX TOPS ON OVER
250 PRODUCTS YOU KNOW AND LOVE!
¡RECORTAR ES FÁCIL! ENCUENTRE BOX TOPS ¡EN MÁS DE 250 PRODUCTOS
QUE CONOCE Y LE ENCANTAN!
It’s easy to find Box Tops. In fact, you may have some in your home right now. Clip Box Tops from your
favorite products and turn them into your school today! Each Box Top is worth 10¢ and they add up
fast!
Es fácil encontrar Box Tops. De hecho, es posible que tenga algunos en su casa en este instante. Recorte
los Box Tops de sus productos favoritos y ¡entréguelos a su escuela hoy! Cada Top vale 10¢ y se
acumulan fácilmente!
APPAREL
HORNEADO Y PRODUCTOS
• Betty Crocker™ Muffin &
ROPA
PARA HORNEAR
Cookie Mixes
• Hanes® boys’/girls’
• Betty Crocker™ Baking &
• Betty Crocker™ Pizza Crust
underwear
Cake Mixes
Mix
• Hanes® boys’/girls’ socks
• Betty Crocker™ Brownies &
• Bisquick™
• Hanes® printed
Dessert Mixes
• Fiber One™ Mixes
shirts/sweatshirts
• Betty Crocker™ Complete
• Gold Medal™ Flour
• Hanes® specially marked
Pancake
• Reynolds® Genuine
Men’s and Women’s
• Betty Crocker™ Frosting
Parchment Paper
underwear and socks bonus
• Betty Crocker™ FUN da• Reynolds® Non-Stick Baking
packs
Middles
Pans
BAKING & BAKEWARE
• Betty Crocker™ Gluten Free
• Reynolds® Staybright
Mixes
Baking Cups

CEREAL
CEREALES
• Basic 4™
• Cascadian Farm™
• Cheerios™
• Chex™
• Cinnamon Toast Crunch™
• Cocoa Puffs™
• Cookie Crisp™
• Fiber One™
• Golden Grahams™
• Honey Nut Clusters™
• Kix™
• Lucky Charms™
• Nature Valley™ Protein
Crunchy Granola
• Oatmeal Crisp™
• Raisin Nut Bran
• Reese’s Puffs®
• Total™
• Trix™
• Wheaties™
PRODUCE
FRUTAS Y VERDURAS
• Green Giant™ Fresh
Vegetables
• Green Giant™ Fresh Fruit
• Green Giant™ Fresh Herbs
FOOD STORAGE
CONTENEDORES PARA
ALIMENTOS
• Ziploc® brand Big Bags XL
(4 ct.)
• Ziploc® brand Freezer Bags
• Ziploc® brand Smart Snap
Containers
• Ziploc® brand Storage Bags
• Ziploc® brand Twist ‘n Loc®
Containers
• Ziploc® brand VersaGlass®
Containers
• Ziploc® brand Vacuum
Freezer System
• Ziploc® brand Zip ‘n
Steam™ Bags
FROZEN
CONGELADOS
• Green Giant™ Vegetables

o Green Giant™ Seasoned
Steamers™
o Green Giant™ Just for
One™
o Green Giant™ Family Size
Frozen Vegetables
o Green Giant™ Valley Fresh
Steamers
• Pillsbury™ Breakfast
o Pillsbury™ Grands!™
Biscuit Sandwiches
o Pillsbury™ Pancakes
o Pillsbury™ Toaster
Scrambles™
o Pillsbury™ Toaster
Strudel™
• Old El Paso™ Frozen
Entrees
• Totino’s™ Party Pizza® &
Pizza Rolls® Snacks
• Yoplait® Frozen Yogurt Bars
• Yoplait® Frozen Yogurt
Original and Greek Pints
• Yoplait® Smoothies and
Greek Smoothies
MEALS & SIDES
COMIDAS Y GUARNICIONES
• Betty Crocker™ Bowl
Appetit
• Betty Crocker™
Hamburger, Chicken & Tuna
Helpers
• Betty Crocker™ Helper
Complete Meals
• Betty Crocker™ Mac &
Cheese
• Betty Crocker™ Specialty
Potatoes & Potato Buds
• Betty Crocker™ Suddenly
Salad™
• Green Giant™ Canned
Vegetables
• Green Giant™ Veggie
Blend-Ins
• Old El Paso™ Dinner Kits
• Old El Paso™ Bowls
• Old El Paso™ Rice & Beans

• Old El Paso™ Shells &
Seasonings
• Progresso™ Panko
• Progresso™ Bread Crumb
Mixers™
• Progresso™ Recipe
Starters™
• Progresso™ Soup
• Progresso™ Broth
PAPER PRODUCTS
PRODUCTOS DE PAPEL
• Kleenex® Facial Tissues
o Kleenex® Mainline flats
(160 ct., 195 ct., 230 ct.
and multipacks)
o Kleenex® Ultra Multipacks
o Kleenex® Anti-Viral
• Scott® Bath Tissue
• Scott ® Paper Towels
• Scott Naturals™ Flushable
Cleansing Cloths
SCHOOL & OFFICE SUPPLIES
ARTÍCULOS PARA ESCUELA Y
OFICINA
• Boise Polaris® Paper
REFRIGERATED & DAIRY
REFRIGERADOS Y LÁCTEOS
• Alpine Lace® Pre-Sliced Deli
Cheese
• Horizon Organic Milk:
o Milk Plus DHA Omega-3
(18/8 oz)
o Reduced Fat Milk with
DHA Omega-e (3/64 oz)
• Kozy Shack® Pudding
• Land O’Lakes® Cheese
Products
o Chunk Cheese varieties
o Pre-Sliced Deli Cheese
• Land O’Lakes® Fresh
Buttery Taste® Spread
(Sticks and tubs)
• Land O’Lakes® Margarine
(Sticks and Tubs)
• Land O’Lakes® Sauté
Express® Sauté Starter
• Land O’Lakes® Stick Butter
or Spreadable

Butter Products
• Pillsbury™ Crescents
• Pillsbury™ Grands!™
Biscuits
• Pillsbury™ Pizza Crust
• Pillsbury™ Cookies
o Ready to Bake™
o Refrigerated
• Pillsbury™ Cinnamon Rolls
• Pillsbury™ Pancake Batter
• Yoplait®
o Yoplait® Go-GURT® and
Simply... Go-GURT®
o Yoplait® Light & Original
Fridge Packs (8 ct.)
o Yoplait® Kids Multipack
o Yoplait® Trix Multipack
TABLEWARE
MANTELERÍA
• Hefty® Deluxe™ Plates and
Platters
• Hefty® Easy Grip® Cups
• Hefty® Everyday™ Cups
• Hefty® Easy Flaps® Tall
Kitchen Bags and Large
Trash Bags
• Hefty® OdorBlock® Tall
Kitchen Drawstring Bags

• Hefty® Everyday™ Soak
Proof Plates and Bowls
• Hefty® Printed Cups
• Hefty® Style Plates
• Kleenex® Dinner Napkins
(50 ct.)
SNACKS
BOCADILLOS
• Betty Crocker™ Fruit
Flavored Snacks
• Bugles™
• Cascadian Farm™ Granola
Bars
• Cereal Treat Bars
• Cheerios™ Snack Mix
• Chex Mix™
• Fiber One™ Bars and
Brownies
• Fiber One™ Fruit Snacks
• Fiber One™ Meal Bar
• Food Should Taste Good™
o Food Should Taste Good™
Tortilla & Kettle
Cooked Chips
• Hefty® Renew® Tall Kitchen
Bags and Trash Bags
• Hefty® SteelSak® Trash
Bags
• Hefty® Twist Tie Tall
Kitchen Bags and Trash and

o Food Should Taste Good™
Pita Puffs
• Gardetto’s™ Snacks
• Green Giant™ Veggie Snack
Chips
• LARABAR™ (multipacks)
o ALT™
o über™
o LARABAR™
• Mott’s® Applesauce
products
• Mott’s® Medleys Fruit
Flavored Snacks
• Nature Valley™ Bars
• Pillsbury™ Baguette Chips
• Ocean Spray® Fruit
Flavored Snacks
WASTE BAGS
BOLSAS DE BASURA
• Hefty® Blackout Tall
Kitchen Drawstring Bags
• Hefty® Cinch Sak Large
Trash Bags and Lawn &
Leaf Bags
Lawn & Leaf Bags
• Hefty® Ultimate
• Hefty® Ultra Flex® Trash
Bags

~~~~~

Near the end of cinematic classic, IT’S A WONDERFUL LIFE, little Zuzu says, “teacher says, every
time a bell rings, an angel gets its wings.” Here’s hoping our Greyhounds to continue soaring to
excellence in the new year!

 

~~~~~
PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

Melanie Rosen: President
Nicole Lewis: Treasurer
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Mindy Cox: Membership
Jan Huff: Aftercare/Membership
Veronica Simmons: Uniform/ Title1
Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Michelle Maislin: SDMC/Directory
Diane Ragan: Directory
Adriana Perez: Hospitality
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound newsletter
Elizabeth Shaw: Landscaping

johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
mindy@coxclan.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
vsimmonsrph@gmail.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
mmaislin@gmail.com
diragand@gmail.com
ace55502004@yahoo.com
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
elizstop@aol.com

~~~~~
The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Melanie Rosen at
johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.

