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SPIRIT WEEK
The week before the actual Homecoming Game was designated Spirit Week at JMS. From Monday,
October 26th, through Friday, October 30th, each day had a theme. There was: Dress from the 70’s day;
Favorite Cartoon Character T-shirt Day; Twin Day; Crazy Sock Day & Jersey Day; and Dress for
Excellence Day. According to Coach Jackson, the most successful themes were 70’s Day and Twin Day.
In order to take part in Spirit week, i.e., dress for the day’s theme, students had to pay $3 or donate three
cans of food. The food drive brought in over 200 cans of food, which will be taken to the Food Bank.
Thank you, students, for your generosity!
(More Homecoming coverage pages 5-9)

~~~~~
Theatre Students See Dracula
On October 30th, the Theater students were in for an early Halloween treat by taking a field trip to
see Dracula at Episcopal High Schools’ Underwood Theatre. This adaptation by Steven Dietz of Bram
Stoker’s classic tale of horror brought plenty of shrieks and gasps from the audience. The two hour play
(including intermission) was chock full of complex dialog and delivered with a British accent; it was hard
to believe that we were watching high school students! The student playing the disturbed antagonist,
Renfield, seemed to particularly delight our students with his morose antics. The costumes and set were
put together incredibly well and made for a very enjoyable experience. We look forward to our next field
trip there in the spring.
Kim Hart, chaperon
~~~~~

Region Choir Concert – Pure Joy
The Texas Music Educators Association/Junior High Region Choir Concert, performed November 7th at
Morton Ranch HS (Katy ISD), was phenomenal! Sixty-five JMS Choral students earned positions (by
audition) on the three featured choirs: the All-Region Tenor/Bass Choir, the All-Region Treble, and the
All-Region Combined Choir. Before the concert, there was a day long choir clinic starting at 8:30 a.m.
It was followed by the beautiful performance. All choirs were meticulously prepared and sang like angels
to a packed auditorium. The choirs were directed by Christina Chapman from Lovejoy ISD and Dr. Bob
Horton from Conroe ISD.
Congratulations to all JMS students who sang at this event!
If you missed the opportunity to order a CD or DVD, contact tan@westsiderecording.com.
~~~~~
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FALL DOOR DECORATING CONTEST!

1st place winners: Ms. Mark's ARIA

A HUGE thank you goes out to all of the classrooms and offices that participated in the FALL DOOR
DECORATING CONTEST! Doors were judged on creativity, neatness, student design, and theme on October
28th. The results were an awesome show of creativity and competitiveness! Thirty-six classes participated in
this team building activity event. Prizes were given to the teacher and the students who won 1st, 2nd and 3rd
place. Certificates were given to all ARIA's that participated. Special thanks to Mr. Cowan, who designed and
printed the certificates. Congrats to all the participants and winners!
Top 3 winners
1st Place - Ms. Marks’ ARIA
2nd Place - Mrs. Chappelle’s ARIA
3rd Place - Ms. Adderley & Mrs. Nash’s ARIA
Honorable Mention
Ms. Grosscope’s ARIA
Mrs. Gonzalez’s ARIA
Ms. Latson’s ARIA
Most Creepy Creative
Mr. Jackson’s ARIA
Mr. Dacus’ ARIA
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Most School Scary
Mrs. Aust’s ARIA
Mrs. Hatton-Hunter’s ARIA
Most Eerie Artistic
Mr. Hardeman’s ARIA
Mrs. Cooper’s ARIA
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ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
~~~~~

The greatest gift you can give someone is your time.
I would like to take this opportunity to say Thank You to Ann Guerra. She is our PTO VP of
Fundraising and the amazing force behind our Greyhound Bash. As the result of her gift of time,
dedication, organization and school pride, we had a wonderfully successful event. Our students,
teachers, families and friends were able to enjoy a fantastic Bash, which we hope to continue in the
years to come.
Thanks, Ann, for making the Greyhound Bash a reality and for everything you do to help Johnston
Middle School. Know your efforts are greatly appreciated by the JMS Family!
Jennifer Bunch, PTO President
~~~~~

DON’T MISS OUT!
Owning the JMS Yearbook is as easy as 1, 2, 3. Now is the perfect time to take advantage of our online
payment plan. It’s just three easy payments when you purchase a 2016 yearbook online. Just $42.00
when you order the yearbook. Offer valid for purchases of $30 or more. To order, use this link:
http://www.jostens.com/apps/store/productBrowse/1079152/Johnston-Middle-School/2016Yearbook/2015081904201906355/CATALOG_SHOP/;jsessionid=B6A8818901C741CC9501913213886
9A1
~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at JMS
be at school on time, 8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day.
Being present and punctual are important now and will continue to
be important in the business world and life in general. Build these
habits now!
~~~~~

Early Dismissal is November 18 at 1:35 p.m.

Don’t forget to pick up your greyhound pups (students)!
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~~~~~
Class of 2016
End of Year Activities
Though it may seem early to be mentioning year end activities, the celebratory 8th grade events
are not free. The cost of the 8th grade Dance is $20 and the Wet N Wild Splashtown event is
$50. Students can start bringing payments to Mrs. Aust in T-12 now. Payments must be cash
only. Payment plans are available. All money must be received by 5/12/16. (HISD has
approved credit card payments, but those will not be available until the spring semester.)

~~~~~
The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program, so all money goes right back to
the PTO, which benefits the school, as well as your children.
We have a hugely successful program partly due to the dedication of the fine teachers involved in this
program. The opportunity for students to be able to use the computers in the library also adds to the
appeal. Not only do I feel this way, but so do the students who participate in ACP. I would like to share
some testimonials from some of the children themselves.
“What I like about After Care is that we can go to the computer. Also, we can meet new friends, and
teachers are here to help us with our homework.” – Leslie Pon
“I do my homework and I go to the computer. Some teachers help me with my homework so that I can
understand and make better grades. I like After Care because it is the best.” – Jorge Diego Flores
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“I love how, after we finish all of our homework, we get to go on the computer. We also get support from
our teachers which I think is pretty cool.” – Hannah Meyers
“What I like about After Care is that not only can we meet people we usually wouldn’t meet in our
regular day-to-day classes, but we get to bond, get close. Additionally, we get time to relax, talk, and do
homework. We also get to meet teachers, who we also wouldn’t usually have, depending on our house.
Another good aspect of After Care is that, because we do have so much time after school, we get to see
after-school activities fall into place like our basketball, softball, and football teams. The fact we are able
to go out and support our teams is simply just another plus to this amazing program.” – Paige Fly
“Come to After Care – it is the place to do homework, meet friends, play on the computer, and more. So
don’t wait until next year; come join us now.” – Lucas Fujisaki
We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.
If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff
PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~

Johnston Middle School Homecoming 2015
“Breaking Down Barriers through Unity”

Homecoming Dance Prep
Did you ever see a fire ant mound after one unwisely stomps down on it? The fire ants scurry furiously to
rebuild the mound. In short order, the mound is repaired.
It is with that flurry of activity that the cafeteria was set up for the Homecoming Dance on October 30.
The first three parents, each of whom arrived individually to the cafeteria around 1:30, were asked to
leave while the freshly mopped floors dried. They waited on the patio chatting. A new group of 5-8
parents arrived 20 minutes later. The cafeteria floors were a little less damp, but the parents were not to
be turned away. The first three parents joined the newer group.
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We were instructed to go to the parking lot and unload a car of its dance supplies. There were water
bottles, soft drinks, snacks and more. Like ants, we trooped the items in to the cafeteria. As there was no
actual leader, one woman took on the role and ran with it. She said where to put this and that. We did.
All of a sudden from the north door, PE students arrived in single file with more cartons of beverages and
boxes of snacks. She directed them where to place the items. Then more PE students with supplies
came in from the west door. Piles grew higher. The students vanished.
A man came in with a rolling cart with the biggest pizzas I’d ever seen. There were 6-8 boxes, each 30
inches across. I did not catch the name of the vendor. More pizzas arrived later, though in normal size
boxes. Power strips were needed for the crock pots. Where was this? Where was that? The food area
was shaping up.
Meanwhile, boxes of decorations appeared. There seemed to be at least two leaders of the decoration
detail. Tables were folded and moved. Other tables were rearranged to allow for dancing and the area
where formal photos would be taken. Thirty to forty strands of 6-foot lengths of black beads and 6-foot
chains of glass crystals were hung at random across the ceiling. There were dozens more stars and
flowers hung from the ceiling. Stiff silver bunting was hung along the short wall bordering the food area.
The tables were covered in purple and gray table clothes. Center pieces were set on each as instructed.
The DJ set up with his massive sound system and turntables. Two people were stripping and recovering
standards in JMS colors to flank the photo area.
Time was flying. The dance was to start at 4. At approximately 3:40, the red carpet was unrolled at the
entrance to the cafeteria. Posts linked with red velvet ropes flanked the carpet. The effect was tip-top.
I looked around the cafeteria. The ants were in the final stages. They’d done it.
School let out. Several students who tried to enter were turned away and told to gather in the courtyard,
where a check-in table would be set.
I left through the courtyard. It had been Dress for Excellence Day of Spirit Week and the students looked
so handsome or pretty as they waited for the dance to begin. Little did they know how fast and furiously
some par-ANTS had worked transforming the cafeteria into the JMS Homecoming Dance venue.
B. Haverkamp
PS At one point, some of the students who’d brought in supplies waited along the wall. There was a girl
in a pretty dress wearing high heels standing next to a girl in jeans wearing flats covered in glitter. I
witnessed them exchange shoes. I suspect traveling the halls and stairs in high heels had worn out the one
girl’s feet. She looked relieved as she slipped on the flats. When the line moved, the other girl, now in
high heels, walked like Frankenstein’s sister, if he’d had a sister.
The lesson: High fashion doesn’t necessarily mean comfortable fashion. The girls will figure it out in 15
years or so. B. H.
Despite the delay allowing students inside, the eternally long snack line, and the AC shutting down, the
dance was still fun. Great songs were played, and lots of people had a good time, including me.
Anonymous Student
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Homecoming Tailgate Party – Nov. 3!

When the weekend storms left the 1st annual Homecoming Tailgate Party site too soggy to use, the event
was moved to the JMS basketball courts. Excellent save! A good time was had by all.

Homecoming Game – Nov. 3 - JMS vs Pershing!

JMS Cheerleaders performing
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Huge energized crowd!

JMS Pep Squad

JMS Band adds to revelry!

In spite of losing 16-7, our JMS school spirit didn’t dampen. According to one parent, it was a good
game -- “and very fun with lots of energy!” Wouldst one could say as much about a Texans game.

The Homecoming Royalty

King Sebastian Covington, crown & Mr. Sanders

Homecoming Representatives and Court

At half time, the Homecoming royalty were announced.
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Grade Title

Name

Grade Title

Name

8th

King
Queen

Sebastian Covington
Madison Martinez

6th

Duke
Duchess

Handsome Simien
Caylon Mike

7th

Prince
Princess

Jordan Terrell
Milan Wilson

Faculty Emperor
Empress

Tristian Hardeman
Chelsea Clark

Congratulations to our JMS Royalty!

~~~~~
Coming very soon…

The JMS Orchestra Pasta Dinner/Silent Auction
Theme: Winter Wonderland
Friday, December 4, 2015
5 - 9 pm in the JMS cafeteria
All JMS orchestras will perform at this event, so it is sure to be an enchanted evening. This
is the Orchestra Department's primary fundraiser for the school year and helps support the
purchase of music, supplies, instrument repairs and trip costs that the district Magnet budget
does not stretch to cover. Check the following resources as well:
http://jmsorchestra.webs.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jmsorchestra/

~~~~~
October 31st Fun!

JMS 7th grade students met up at Parker for their annual Parker alumni trick or treat reunion. It’s an
informal event which allows the friends to dress in costume, be silly, giggle, and make the rounds in the
neighborhood adjacent to their old school. It isn’t so much about the candy as it about having a good time
with old friends. Costumes included a Werewolf, Sith Lord, Thing 1 and Thing 2 (Dr. Seuss), Satan,
Minnie Mouse, Jason, and several action heroes. The students were primed and had a great time!
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November 15 through December 15, 2015
November
17
PTO Meeting - 8:30am
18
Early Dismissal – 1:35 p.m.
Boys Basketball – Welch vs JMS – 3:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball – JMS vs Welch – 3:30 p.m.
19
SELF Foundation Gala – 4:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Piano Honors Recital – 6 p.m.
JMS Spirit Day at Fuddrucker’s – all day
23
Boys Basketball – JMS vs Pin Oak – 5:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball – Pin Oak vs JMS – 5:30 p.m.
25-27 Thanksgiving Holiday – no school
30
Track Practice – 4-6:30 p.m.
December
1
Choir Winter Concert (Purple day choirs) – 7 p.m.
2
Boys Basketball – Lanier vs JMS – 5:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball – JMS vs Lanier – 5:30 p.m.
3
Choir Winter Concert (Gray day choirs) – 7 p.m.
4
Orchestra Pasta Dinner w/performances – 5-9 p.m.
Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.

~~~~~

JMS Fine Arts Fund
Would you like to have a Star on the wall in the Auditorium lobby? Donate to the
Fine Arts Fund at WWW.PTOJMS.ORG and go to the fundraising dropdown. All
donations go toward the fabulous Fine Arts Programs at JMS!
~~~~~

Local stores support Johnston!
In 2014-15, Randall's made a contribution of $100.81 to JMS. Kroger contributed $331.85.
AmazonSmiles donated $15.04. Don't forget to clip BoxTops! Our Box Tops for Education program
brought in $511.93. Just by doing what you do every day, SHOPPING, you earned $959.63 for the JMS
PTO. That money gets put back into your child's school! Thank you for supporting JMS PTO!
Please take some time to link your Randall's and Kroger cards to their rewards programs. Both stores
offer a cash donation to the PTO based on your purchases each quarter.
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At the JMS PTO website under “fundraising”, http://www.ptojms.org/fundraising.html, there are
complete instructions for linking various retail accounts, Randall’s, Kroger, Target, and AmazonSmiles,
to JMS and also instructions on collecting proofs of purchase for Box Tops for Education, Tyson Project
A+, and Campbell’s Labels for Education. Click on the icon of your choice and get full information on
its subject.

~~~~~

Happy Thanksgiving!
We hope you have a wonderful turkey day, filled with fun, family and food.
Don't forget to clip your BOX TOPS!
We also collect:
• Labels for Education (www.labelsforeducation.com)
• Tyson’s A+ Labels (www.tyson.com/projectaplus)
Your Box Tops Coordinators,
Cynthia Chavez & Mandy Duran

PTO BOARD POSITIONS
Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator
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CONTACT INFORMATION
jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com
Page 11

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality
Neli Davalos: Uniforms

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC
Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: Aftercare
Elizabeth Shaw: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound newsletter

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
elizstop@aol.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com

~~~~~
The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Bunch at
jetabunch@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.
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