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Johnston Middle School Ethics Bowl Team Hosts
Its First Inter-Middle School Ethics Bowl Match!
Engaging in shared inquiry with the John Cooper School and employing the High School Ethics Bowl
cases, Johnston hosted its first Inter-Middle School Ethics Bowl Match on November 9, 2015. This was
the rematch of the first ever Inter-Middle School Ethics Bowl Match in which Johnston participated at the
end of the last school year. Johnston's Ethics Bowl Team first responded with questions to the John
Cooper Middle School team on their case #13 "Paying Ransom to Save Your Family" and scored a nearperfect score in this response category. Following, Johnston presented the results of their inquiry and
responded to questions of case #10 "Feeding Cover Up", again, receiving high scores for "team
commentary" and perfect scores from all judges for "respectful dialogue!"
After giving and receiving questions for over an hour, the critical point came on the last question from a
judge which threw into question Johnston's entire stance. The team huddled up for some time and,
returning to the table, began with, "That's a good question, we haven't thought of that before, so we will
just pop in here as we explain...", to which Coach Barber's eyes popped out in disbelief! But the team
pulled together marvelously, one after another, piggy-backing on each other’s statements and adding
reasoning that sounded like a doctoral thesis defense! Thumbs up could be seen from Coach Barber and
the nod of "good job" could be seen from the judges table. This was reflected on the final scores as
Johnston received near-perfect scores for "answers to judges questions" with one judge putting in a
perfect score! In addition Johnston received written comments from the judges such as:
"Really good response in case #10. You wrestled with some tough questions."
"You did great! This was a tough one to argue."
"Very well done! Excellent quotations and responses to questions."
Coaches from both teams agreed that this match should promote the spirit of shared inquiry. As such, it
was agreed beforehand not to announce a "winner", as both schools won by the increased knowledge
through critically thinking about the case before, during, and after the Ethics Bowl.
This second year for the Johnston Ethics Bowl Team has seen growth with all five original members
returning: Ella Bernstein, Lauren Dotson, Marin Hart, Julissa Ramirez, and Amanda Reid. Then there is
the addition of two eighth graders, Jasmin Rubio and Allison Lira, and seven seventh graders: Naideen
Alcid, Eric Aragon, Mason Brown, Madeleine Magsamen-Hillerbrand, Divya Mathews, Madison
Montgomery and Luzia Quigley.
Each team member is enrolled in the Ethics Bowl ARIA Class taught by Mr. Barber. This class is one of
the few Ethics classes provided in middle school in Texas. (Actually, we know of no other Ethics class
for middle school in Texas or the nation). As part of the Ethics Bowl, ARIA class students consider,
discuss, and inquire into important and often controversial "cases," i.e. scenarios over ethical issues that
are supplied by the National High School Ethics Bowl. The cases require the student to consider views,
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of which they may not agree, and do so in a civil manner. By considering opposing views, students
become critical thinkers who question what we ought to do and who supply well thought-out reasons to
support a view.
Way to go Johnston Ethics Bowl Team! You are setting the bar for middle school Ethics education for
Texas and the nation!
Mr. Barber
~~~~~

8th Annual HISD Piano Ensemble Festival
The Johnston Piano Department hosted the 8th annual HISD Piano Ensemble Festival on Saturday,
November 14. There were six elementary schools represented: Bruce, Gross, Parker, Field, Garden
Villas and MacGregor. The Johnston Advanced students led classes for the children including Music
Bingo, Rhythms, Smartboard Games, Media Perfornances and Live Performance (Johnston students).
The schools then met in the auditorium for a culminating ensemble concert, which also included a judge
providing comments on their performance. It was a great morning filled with musical fun?
Ms. Grosscope
~~~~~

Magnet Applications
The deadline for HISD magnet applications is December 18, 2015.
Parents of 8th graders applying to magnet high schools need to abide by this application
deadline. There is nothing automatic about the process even if you are zoned to a school (and
several high schools are purely magnet without zones). To continue in a magnet program, one’s
application must be completed on time. (Magnet elementary and middle schools follow the
same application procedure.) Magnet applications can be filled on line at www.houstonisd.org.
There are still opportunities to tour Johnston’s Performing and Visual Arts magnet program. For
questions or to schedule an individual tour at JMS, please contact Carlos Lewis, JMS Magnet
Coordinator, at 713-726-3616.
~~~~~

Great Gift Idea!
Order yours today at: www.yearbookavenue.com
~~~~~
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~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at JMS
be at school on time, 8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day.
Being present and punctual are important now and will continue to
be important in the business world and life in general. Build these
habits now!
~~~~~

Early Dismissal is December 9 at 1:35 p.m.

Don’t forget to pick up your greyhound pups (students)!
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 Winter Concerts Are Nigh!
JMS’s winter concerts are beautifully performed and performed nearby. There’s no long drive
in heavy traffic to an underground parking lot near Jones Hall or the Wortham. There’s no
parking fee and ticket costs. JMS concerts are free! Our student concerts sound professional
and will inspire just the right amount of holiday spirit. A Grinch’s heart would grow. You are
cordially invited to attend one or several of these Winter Concerts.
December
1
Choir Winter Concert (Purple day choirs) – 7 p.m.
3
Choir Winter Concert (Gray day choirs) – 7 p.m.
4
Orchestra Pasta Dinner w/performances – 5-8:30 p.m. (details on page 3)
Advanced Orchestra A (6th period) - 5 p.m.
Advanced Orchestra B (4th period) - 6 p.m.
Beginning Orchestra A (7th period) - 6:30 p.m.
Beginning Orchestra B (2nd period) - 7 p.m.
Intermediate Orchestra (9th & 10th 6th periods combined) - 7:30 p.m.
Advanced Orchestra A (6th period) II - 8 p.m.
8
Beginner/Intermediate Band Winter Concert – 7-8 p.m.
10
Winter Symphonic Band and Jazz Band Concert – 7 p.m.
15
Winter Ensemble Concert – 7-8:15 p.m.

 More Merriment?

Yes!



The Theatre Department is pleased to present two one-act plays December 14-18 during all
class periods.

“Night of the New and Improved Christmas”
by Christina Hamlett
Synopsis: A Madison Avenue public relations firm wants to update Santa and the whole
holiday tradition.

And 
“Christmas with the Cratchits”
Synopsis: Tiny Tim’s family is ecstatic when they think they have won the lottery.
Family and friends are invited. Admission is free. Remember to sign in at office.
Again, there is no long drive, no fees, just a splendid production.
~~~~~
JMS Greyhound ~ 12-1-15

Page 4

Landscaping & Beautification Work Day
Wendy Caldwell and Ann Guerra
would like to say

Thank you to...
our husbands, Orian & Luis;
our kids, Orian, Ambar & Allie;
volunteers, Elijah Green,
Joshua Garvin,
Sonali Ramchandani,
Jeanette, Jack & Henry Towster,
Jennifer & Charlie Bunch,
Eric Chavez,
Giovanni, Ana, Jeremy Orellano
& Jeremy's Grandma
for helping make Johnston
beautiful on November 14!

JMS Greyhound ~ 12-1-15

Page 5

PTO Meeting 11-17-15
Bits and pieces:


Mr. Sanders discussed the budget shortfall and thanked the PTO for helping to supplement the
deficit. (See “Student Attendance and Enrollment Reminder” on page 9.)



Mr. Sanders fielded parent math questions for 20+ minutes. The pace of the math curriculum
remains FAST! The daily math schedule, unlike the previous years with the 8-block class
schedule, was conceived to help students with increasingly higher expectations required by the
state.
Eight grade math is now pre-algebra. To identify what a solution might be for a word problem,
look to the verb.
Math help is available online at Khan Academy. There are also videos at TeacherTube Math of
teachers teaching math concepts at https://www.youtube.com/user/teachertubemath.
Student schedules were also discussed. The “house” vertical concept is less strong now with
“teams” being key to student scheduling. A single student can have teachers from different
houses (sometimes there is no way to avoid it), making the team concept more important than the
house. The aim of the counselors is to get the best possible class schedule for each student.
Many of the magnet classes are taught during single periods, which makes scheduling a bit more
difficult.
If a parent wants to work with a team teacher on an issue and is having difficulty coordinating a
time, the parent should contact a counselor to facilitate.



Information was presented re Title I, Part A, Parental Involvement Program. Copies of the
“Parent Involvement Policy” from last year were distributed along with current year “Title I
status notifications” and an “Explanation of HISD Curriculum.” Ms. Godwin, JMS counselor, is
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in the process of assembling information for parents about the program. Tamika McQueen is on
the Parent Advisory Council (PAC).


PTO President Jennifer Bunch thanked the many parent volunteers who have already helped this
year. There have been more parents than ever. Thank you, parents!



Wendy Caldwell, the Landscaping and Beautification board member, asked that the date of
March 5, 2016, be saved. There is to be a large scale landscaping event from 8 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
An effort is being made to contact local vendors requesting donations of money and materials.
Many volunteers will be needed come March 5. Community groups, scout troops, students
needing volunteer hours, all will be welcome in addition to JMS parents and student volunteers.
More information to come.



HISD has work crews mowing the lawn around JMS in 5-week cycles. Depending on the amount
of precipitation, the lawn can look unkempt. It is not intentional.



HISD is a behemoth, which results in slower repair times than one would like.



GREYHOUND BASH was more successful than hoped. More tickets were sold at the event than
before the event. The event made $12,000, which was distributed to the department and clubs
which took an active part in putting on the event. Ann Guerra was thanked for her leadership,
dedication and industry in putting on the event. She is an 8th grade parent. If interested in
heading the event next fall, please contact Jennifer Bunch, PTO President.



Blank Thank You notes for teachers were on the library tables. Parents were encouraged to fill in
the notes and also have their children fill them out, too, and to turn them in before the Teachers
Thanksgiving Luncheon on Friday, Nov. 20. Teacher appreciation is essential in a school.



Spirit Sales. The PTO has various items promoting school spirit. Samples were at the meeting.
The items will be available for purchase on the PTO website. There is no actual PTO store on
campus.



The School Store is distinctly different and meant to be positive behavior support. Students get
Greyhound bucks for good behavior which can be spent in the School Store. The School Store is
usually open on Fridays. Ms. Woodard and Ms. Lee oversee its operation. Contact them for
more information.



The Magnet Office is having a contest to design Magnet t-shirts (different from specific art area tshirts). Income generated from the sale will fund the Magnet program. More information TBA.



Monday is “Club Day”. Friday is “School Spirit Day”, a day when one could wear their Magnet
t-shirt.



The PTO is in need of a treasurer. For details, contact Jennifer Bunch or Melanie Rosen.
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With that, the PTO meeting was over. Next came the…
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Parent Learning Community
It was time for the Parent Learning Community, an ongoing series presented by the JMS Counseling
Office. The subject was Naviance, a program which students and parents will be using from 6th grade
through the completion of high school. Naviance is/can be a helpful tool to ascertain a student’s interests,
what occupation they might want, what training is involved, how to apply for college, etc. Test results
will be online and the ability to ask for teacher recommendations and more. It’s quite a program.
Roughly 10 parents took seats in front of the library computers and stayed to find out how to properly
sign up for Naviance. They logged in with their individual information supplied by Ms. Arledge, Ms.
Godwin, and Ms. Cooper (librarian) and set up passwords. The parents looked at various screens that
already had information about their students. It was a surprise. (“Law enforcement? At home he talks
about Science.”) Students sign into Naviance and start to work on it already in 6th grade.
An outrageously loud, shrill noise blasted out a cacophonous cadence. It was a fire drill. Students from
the library and nearby classrooms were directed to go to the basketball courts. Parents were sent to the
courts, too. Standing on the court, the parents spoke among themselves. One heard sirens. Yes, a fire
truck at the corner of Willowbend and Chimney Rock could be seen to turn toward the school. Ms.
Cooper, who had a walkie-talkie, told the parents that the fire drill was real, the result of a microwave
mishap.
Given an “all clear”, the students were told to head back to class. The parents dispersed, too. They were
richer for having learned about Naviance. They could have been spared the experience of the middle
school fire drill.
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~

Student Attendance and Enrollment Reminder
Were you aware that enrollment and daily attendance impact the Johnston Middle School budget and how
well we can support our students and staff? Student attendance matters and Johnston’s attendance
continues to be not where it should be. Students should be in school every day, all day. Research shows
that students missing school frequently decreases students’ reading ability and future success in higher
academics. Attendance truly matters and we need to make sure students are at school daily. Students not
being at school daily this year are already impacting our projected 2016 fiscal budget by over
$200,000.00 for next year. We can change that by students being at school every day.
School starts promptly at 8:20. Have your child at Johnston no later than 8:10 to ensure they are in class
and on time! Missing any of the school day, especially the time built in for tutorial, intervention and
acceleration during ARIA (8:20 – 9:00) should be avoided. The official attendance time for Johnston is
9:20 a.m., during 1st or 6th period depending on the day.
HISD projected Johnston enrollment to be 1759 students this year. Our present enrollment is 1720
students. We are therefore 39 students under projection. The operating budget for Johnston, as in any
HISD middle school, is based on actual attendance and enrollment as of the last Friday of October. As it
stands today, Johnston is losing a minimum of $141,000 in operating money due to the enrollment and
present attendance rate for the 2015 fiscal year.
As you can see, not only is it important for your child to be at school to learn but each child’s attendance
has an impact on what we can offer as a school. So please, attend school every day!
Principal Sanders
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The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to
the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
Now you might think that children would get bored in a middle school after-care program. Well, that is
not the case here. I would like to share some testimonials from some of the students who agree with me.
“I like After Care because you can do your homework, then you have free time. When you get to the
library, you can get on the computers to play games, research something and sometimes you could even
go outside with one of the teachers. You can also play board games. So basically, you can never get
bored here.” – Amani Lafontant
“After Care is not as boring as you might think. After we finish our homework, they let us do
activities. They let us play video games get on the computers, go outside and play, and best of all they
give us food.” – Dalaney Gutierrez
“I enjoy going to extended day because I can finish all of my homework. I also get to spend time with
friends and go outside and play. It is a fun place to go after school.” – Rishi Venkateswaran
“I personally think that After Care is an awesome program. You get to do your homework and eat dinner
or snacks. Around 4:30 or 5:00, we go to the library and play on the computers for 30 minutes to an
hour. If you are reading this, come and join us. You will have tons of fun. J” – Alexis Richard
We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.
If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff
PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~

ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
~~~~~
Class of 2016
End of Year Activities
Though it may seem early to be mentioning year end activities, the celebratory 8th grade events
are not free. The cost of the 8th grade Dance is $20 and the Wet N Wild Splashtown event is
$50. Students can start bringing payments to Mrs. Aust in T-12 now. Payments must be cash
only. Payment plans are available. All money must be received by 5/12/16. (HISD has
approved credit card payments, but those will not be available until the spring semester.)
~~~~~
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Appreciation Shared at Thanksgiving Luncheon

On November 20, Mr. Sanders provided a Thanksgiving luncheon for his staff, teachers and
administrators; parent volunteers provided drinks and desserts.
An awesome part of the event was seeing all of the notes of thanks, praise and admiration from parents
and students posted throughout the teachers’ lounge. They readily showed the JMS faculty, staff and
administrators how much they are appreciated.
A huge thank you to all authors who wrote the notes. They added a special atmosphere of appreciation,
cheer and charm to the luncheon.
Ann Guerra, 1st VP JMS PTO
~~~~~

December 1 through December 18, 2015
December
1
Choir Winter Concert (Purple day choirs) – 7 p.m.
2
Boys Basketball – Lanier vs JMS – 5:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball – JMS vs Lanier – 5:30 p.m.
3
Choir Winter Concert (Gray day choirs) – 7 p.m.
4
Orchestra Pasta Dinner w/performances – 5-8:30 p.m. (details on page 3)
7-11 Hour of Code/Library Labs Classrooms – 8-9 a.m. (details on page 12)
7
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
8
Beginner/Intermediate Band Winter Concert – 7-8 p.m.
9
EARLY DISMISSAL – 1:35 P.M.
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Girls Basketball – West Briar vs JMS- 5:30 p.m.
Boys Basketball – JMS vs West Briar – 5:30 p.m.
KickStart Winter Belt Ceremony – 6 p.m.
10
Winter Meal – 10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Winter Symphonic Band and Jazz Band Concert – 7 p.m..
11
Swim Team photo – 7:30 a.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
Winter Break Kick-Off Dance – 4 p.m.
12
Breakfast with Santa/Student Council – 7:30 a.m. to noon
14-15 8th grade Algebra I midterm exam – 8-9a.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
14-18 Theatre Dept. presents two one-act plays during all classes. (details on page 4)
15
Winter Ensemble Concert – 7-8 p.m.
17
Spirit Day at Fuddruckers – 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Swim Inter Squad Meet at JMS – 5 p.m.
PTO Meeting – 7 p.m.
18
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.

~~~~~
Library News
Dear Parents,
We live in a world surrounded by technology. And we know that whatever field our students choose to go
into as adults, their ability to succeed will increasingly hinge on understanding how technology works.
But only a tiny fraction of us are learning computer science, and fewer students are studying it than a
decade ago.
That’s why our entire school is joining in on the largest learning event in history: The Hour of Code,
during Computer Science Education Week (Dec. 7-13). More than 100 million students worldwide have
already tried an Hour of Code. Students will be participating in Hour of Code in various classes
throughout the week, and we encourage you to participate with your child from home!
See http://hourofcode.com/us for details, and help spread the word. You can also visit the Hour of Code
page on the JMS Library webpage.
Sincerely,
Ms. Cooper, Librarian
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JMS Fine Arts Fund
Would you like to have a Star on the wall in the Auditorium lobby? Donate to the
Fine Arts Fund at WWW.PTOJMS.ORG and go to the fundraising dropdown. All
donations go toward the fabulous Fine Arts Programs at JMS!
~~~~~

Painless Fundraising
Painless is the operative word. Our families all eat. Kroger has a program to benefit designated
organizations based on a percentage of its receipts. Ideally JMS will be listed as your favorite
beneficiary.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS SUPPORTERS
All supporters must have a registered Kroger Plus card account online to be able to link their card to an
organization. If you do not have a Kroger Plus Card, you can obtain a digital Kroger Plus Card when
creating an account online or at any Kroger store.
Link your card at www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com.
 If you have an existing account, click on “Sign In”, otherwise click on “Create an Account”.
If you are a new online customer:
 You will need to enter your email address, create a password, enter your zip code, click on
favorite store, and agree to the terms and conditions.
 Once you are done entering your information you will get a message asking you to check your email inbox and click on the link within the body of the e-mail that was sent to activate your
Kroger account.
Already have a Kroger.com account?
 Enter your email address and password and click on “Sign In”.
 Click on Community then on Community Rewards” then click on enroll now, complete personal
information, click on save.
 Enter your organization’s number, 96068, or name, Johnston Middle School, and then click on
“Search”.
 Select your organization and click on “Save”.
 To verify that you enrolled correctly, you will see your organizations name on the right side of
your account settings page.
 Once you are linked, you can start earning rewards immediately toward the organization you are
supporting. (Note: The message saying that you are supporting an organization through the
Kroger Community Rewards program will start printing on your receipt about 10 business days
after you linked your card.)
View your Rewards Details
 Sign in to your Kroger account
 Go to www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
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 Click on “View Your Rewards Details”
 See how much you have earned for your organization! (Note: This information will only be
available and updated at the end of each cycle.)

Remember, you must swipe your registered Kroger plus Card or use your Alt ID when
shopping for each eligible purchase to count.
You must link your card every year, starting August 1st, to support the organization of your choice.
(Spanish Instructions available upon request.)
Thank you for participating in our Kroger Community Rewards program!
Also…
Don’t forget Randall’s has its Good Neighbor Program. The ID number for Johnston Middle School is
5075.
Target has a donation program, too. The JMS Target ID number is 98699.
Amazon Smile has another painless fundraising program that can benefit JMS. Please log on to
smile.amazon.com to designate JMS as your charity. Detailed information on Amazon Smile is in the
October 1, 2014 newsletter.
Many products come with special labels. Why not clip them for Johnston?
JMS benefits from Box Top$ for Education and the Tyson A+ Program.
For more specific details about any of these programs, please refer to the October 15, 2014, JMS
Newsletter unless noted otherwise.
Yes, painless fundraising is the best kind. Thank you for participating.

~~~~~

THANK YOU FOR SUBMITTING BOX TOPS
We received box tops from students, parents, and teachers. 7,084 BOX TOPS WERE COLLECTED!
Next month, our school will be receiving a check in the amount of $708.40 for all the box tops we turned
in this Fall.
Our box tops drawing will be held on Friday, December 4th during the JMS morning
announcements. We have a total of 627 entries!
The next contest will kick off in January when we return from Winter break.
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This year's goal is to raise $1000. With everyone's help, we should easily be able to reach the 3,000 box
tops needed to meet that goal in the Spring.
Please continue to help us collect box tops and spread the word to your family and friends too. The
holiday season is a good time to double up on your collection.
Please be sure to provide your name, grade and house information on all envelopes and Ziploc
bags. Without this information, we cannot enter you into our contests.
Also, don't forget to go online to the Box Tops for Education website at
http://www.boxtops4education.com/ . You can enter us for a chance to win 10,000 Bonus Box Tops +
400 reams of paper. You can enter every day through 12/15/15.
Thank you so much for supporting our Box Tops for Education program!!
Your Box Tops Coordinators,
Cynthia Chavez & Mandy Duran

PTO BOARD POSITIONS

~~~~~
CONTACT INFORMATION

Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator

jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality
Neli Davalos: Uniforms

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC
Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: Aftercare
Elizabeth Shaw: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound newsletter

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
elizstop@aol.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
~~~~~

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Bunch at
jetabunch@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.
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