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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

JMS Counselors enlighten parents about Naviance! 

PTO meeting enlighten parents at Fuddrucker’s on Spirit Night! 

PTO members dine, benefiting Fuddrucker’s, 

which benefits the JMS PTO and JMS! 

On Thursday, December 17
th

, everybody wins! 
 
JMS counselors will be presenting a Parent Learning Center (PLC) from 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. in the JMS 

library.  The topic is Hands on Naviance Training.  Working with Naviance starts in 6
th
 grade and will 

continue to help students, and their families, through high school graduation.  Through the program 

students (and their families) can:   

 

Research Careers 

Take a Learning Style Inventory 

Research Colleges 

Sign Up for College Visits 

Apply for Scholarships 

Study for PSAT/SAT using PrepMe 

 

Preparing for higher education is important and Naviance can help.  Please come and learn how.  If 

unable to attend, more information can be found at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/108553. 
 

Note:  The PLC ends at 6:30 p.m., allowing parents 30 minutes to drive to Fuddruckers at Meyer Park 

(10101 South Post Oak Rd.) for the PTO meeting, which starts at 7 o’clock!   

 

December 17 is JMS Spirit Day at Fuddruckers. A percentage of food purchases from 11 a.m. till 8 p.m. 

will be donated to JMS.  Thank you, Fuddruckers!   

 

Plan to grab a burger and mingle with other Johnston parents while you hear the latest PTO news.   

You’ll hear about school events that you need to know, support the Spirit Night fundraiser and -- EXTRA 

BONUS – you won’t have to wash dinner dishes that night!  

 

Note:  The date of the PTO meeting has been changed from our original date of Tuesday, December 15. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

JMS in the News 
 

There was a nice article about Skating 101 and Coach Sherita Jackson, by Michelle Leigh Smith, on the 

cover of the Southwest News on December 1, 2015.  It includes several photos, one of Coach Jackson on 

her Hover Board.   It can be found online at: 

 

http://html5.pagesuite-professional.co.uk/default.aspx?pubname=Southwest%20News&pubid=5f7e0827-

4eea-4952-a287-f2a30f4c122a 

10410 Manhattan, Houston, TX 77096-5202       Tel 713-726-3616      Fax 713-726-2101 
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Magnet Applications 

The deadline for HISD magnet applications is December 18, 2015. 
 

Parents of 8th graders applying to magnet high schools need to abide by this application 

deadline.  There is nothing automatic about the process even if you are zoned to a school (and 

several high schools are purely magnet without zones).  To continue in a magnet program, one’s 

application must be completed on time.   (Magnet elementary and middle schools follow the 

same application procedure.)  Magnet applications can be filled on line at www.houstonisd.org.    

 

There are still opportunities to tour Johnston’s Performing and Visual Arts magnet program.  For 

questions or to schedule an individual tour at JMS, please contact Carlos Lewis, JMS Magnet 

Coordinator, at 713-726-3616. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

    Final Winter Concert 
 

December 15 Winter Ensemble Concert – 7-8:15 p.m. - performances by the Dance, Piano, 
Guitar, Mariachi, & Handbells Departments. 

  

    Theatre Presentations    
 

The Theatre Department is pleased to present two one-act plays in the Black Box Theatre – 
Room M-1 - on December 14-18 during all periods except 5th and 9th. 
 
Purple Days: 9:20, 10:35, 12:15, and 1:35 
 
Grey Days: 9:20, 10:35, 12:15, and 2:50  
 
To reserve your seats, e-mail Ms. Jennifer Wood at jwood@houstonisd.org  
  

“Night of the New and Improved Christmas”  
by Christina Hamlett 

 

Synopsis:  A Madison Avenue public relations firm wants to update Santa and the whole 
holiday tradition. 

And     
 

“Christmas with the Cratchits” 
 
Synopsis: Tiny Tim’s family is ecstatic when they think they have won the lottery. 

 
Come to the Black Box Theatre, laugh, and get into the holiday spirit!  Admission is free.  
Remember to sign in at the main office.  Reserve your spot today! 

mailto:jwood@houstonisd.org
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Library News 
 

Hour of Code was a tremendous success!  Thanks to all of the teachers who took the time to work on 

Hour of Code with their classes, we had close to 100% student participation!  I heard so many positive 

remarks from students about what they were learning, and every student that came through the library to 

participate was completely engaged.  Make sure to visit the library website to try coding yourself! 

 

Celeste Cooper, Librarian 

 

 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Parents and students:  It is essential that students enrolled at JMS be at school on time, 

8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day.  Being present and punctual are important 

now and will continue to be important in the business world and life in general.  Build these 

habits now! 
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The deadline has been set back to December 18th!   
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Gamers Club Scores! 
 

The JMS Gamers and Debaters wish to thank the PTO for their time and generosity.  With the dual 

staffing of two booths, the children in both groups reaped the benefits of the successful Greyhound Bash!  

First, the Gamers Club was able to purchase an assembly-required, all-in-one-gaming cabinet reminiscent 

of the arcade cocktail tables of the 80’s.  While originally intended to be group project as described by the 

seller, it has instead been a learning process for the sponsor, as the electronic wiring and cabinet assembly 

was not child friendly (and the instructions left much to the imagination).  However, after several weeks 

of hard labor, the cabinet has morphed into a recognizable piece of machinery.  IT LIVES!  And as 

expected, the children are enjoying it immensely.  They are fascinated by the 60 retro games and are 

quickly mastering the dual player competition.  You should see them set up and manage their own 

rotation schedule and wait eagerly for their turn to approach. And soon the children will be able to put 

their mark on it through artwork/gaming memorabilia. 

 

But wait, there’s more!  There was enough fundraising money for a field trip from which both gamers and 

debaters benefitted. They all attended a trip to GameGuys, an arcade venue where the owner not only has 

lots of vintage arcade games, but could show the children how they work and how he repairs them.  In 

addition, the field trip was designed to incorporate Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills objectives such 

as problem solving, forces and motion; the children worked in pairs on STEM packets to analyze two of 

their favorite games and see that video games are in fact based on Newton’s laws of motion, predictions 

and trends, and cause and effect with different outcomes.  They had the opportunity to choose teams and 

what was really interesting was to see mixed grade level partnering, where 7
th
 and 8

th
 graders could help 

6
th
 graders with the more difficult application questions – they really got into explaining trajectory, and 

forces, if the actions believably followed Newton’s laws, and if there were inconsistencies in the 

programming or action that were contrary to expected outcomes.  Who knows, someone in this group may 

develop the gaming systems of the future! 

 

Mr. Mathis & Ms. Miller 
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Happy faces of Gamer Club members! 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration 
 

(I keep including this as an “aria” is defined as “A solo vocal piece with instrumental accompaniment, as in an 

opera.”  [www.yourdictionary.com]  To hear that students are going to ARIA never registers right the first time I 

hear it. Peculiar acronym.  I suspect I’m not alone in my thinking.  Editor) 
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Advanced Orchestra Performs at Menninger Clinic 
 

 
Students prepare their instruments waiting for the bus to the Menninger Clinic. 

  
On December 10, the Advanced Orchestra performed at the Menninger Clinic bringing sounds of the 

season to its patients, staff and administrators.  The orchestra set up in the middle of the cafeteria and 

performed as people dined.  Some of the pieces performed were:  Sleigh Ride, Santa Plays the Viola, 

Nutcracker, and Greensleeves.  The audience responded with applause.   

 

After the concert, the orchestra was invited to have lunch on the Clinic. 

   

This performance was a fine opportunity for our students to give back to the community and to subtly 

build character.  All involved benefited. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Teacher Cookie Exchange Adds to the Season! 

Thank you to all of you who donated time and/or treats for the Teacher Cookie Exchange on December 

10th.  We provided about 100 plates of cookies to all staff. 
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Parked on Wigton, the PUCS (Pop Up Coffee Stop) truck supplied delicious coffee/lattes/cappuccinos/chi 

latte/hot cider for staff. 

 

I cannot fully express how thankful our teachers and staff were with this showing of 

appreciation.  Our teachers and staff were all so touched and wanted me to be sure and send their 

THANKS! 
 

I appreciate all of you who took time to help out; it makes my job SO much easier.  Our teachers really 

feel the love from the JMS PTO. 

 

Thank you!  Thank you! Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you! 
  

Jennifer Bunch 

JMS PTO President 

 

   

Teachers enjoy delicious cookie buffet 

 

      PTO Pres. Jennifer Bunch & Ana Chavez set out sweets.                                   Enticing assortment!     
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The After-Care Corner 
 

The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to 

the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.  

 

Hopefully you have been reading this section of the newsletter these past couple of months.  The students 

who participate in ACP really love this program and are happy to share their enthusiasm.  Just when you 

didn’t think it could get better, these children are sharing about the great food they get to eat for 

free!  What could be better than that?  (I want to include a shout-out to Travis – for making the delicious 

dinners for our ACP children!) 

 

“It’s fun because I have friends here and there’s free food that tastes good.  I like to play on the computers 

and I like to go outside.” – Max Hueske 

 

“After Care is AMAZING.  There are so many things I love about it!  One is the fact we get to use the 

computers when we move to the library.  Another is we get better food here than during lunch, and last 

but not least is, if I ever need help, I know I can ask my friends AND my teachers!” – Louise Cohen 

 

“I like how it is right in the school so you don’t have to rush to get to a bus.  I can get my homework done 

and hang out with my friends who also come.  My parents need to work as well and that gives them extra 

time.  At around 5:00 we go to the library.  If we finish our homework, we can use the computers and 

phones.  Plus we get free dinner!” –Veronica Ostrin 

 

“I enjoy After Care because I get to finish my homework.  I also like that I get to go outside and they give 

us food.  One thing that I like the most out of everything is that we get to play on the computers.” –

 Alyssa Perez 

 

We have several ACP options available:  5 days per week through 1 day per week.  There is also a drop-in 

option.  Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.   

If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.  

 

I look forward to seeing you! 

 

Jan Huff 

PTO After-Care Program coordinator 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

December 15 through January 6, 2016 
December 

14-15 8
th
 grade Algebra I Midterm Exam 

 Ms. Latson’s Class field trip - Career Bearing Gifts Community Service 8:30 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

14-18 Theatre Dept. presents two one-act plays during all classes.  (details on page 2) 

15 Winter Ensemble Concert  Dance, Piano, Guitar, Mariachi, & Handbells  – 7-8 p.m. 

15-16 8
th
 Grade IPC Midterm 

16 Boys Basketball-Hot Shot Competition – 4 p.m.  

17 Spirit Day at Fuddruckers – 11 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

 Swim Inter Squad Meet at JMS – 5 p.m. 
 Parent Learning Center:  Hands on Naviance training - 5:30-6:30 p.m. - JMS library    

http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html
mailto:jmhuff3@yahoo.com
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 PTO Meeting – 7 p.m. at Fuddruckers at Meyer Park, 10101 Post Oak 

18 Field trip/Orchestra/Successful Events – 9:45 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. 

 Field trip/Bank of America/ Varsity Mixed Choir – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m. 

 MAGNET APPLICATION DEADLINE! 

December 21, 2015, through January 2, 2016  WINTER BREAK 
January 

4 Teacher Professional Day 

5  School resumes for students 

6 JMS Boys Basketball – JMS vs Rice – 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 JMS Girls Basketball – JMS vs Rice – 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. 

 

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date.  Additions and deletions are possible. A 

complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514.  Current dates are on the main page 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513.  Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department 

calendar.  Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner.  When in doubt, call the school. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Class of 2016 
End of Year Activities 

 
Though it may seem early to be mentioning year end activities, the celebratory 8th grade events 
are not free.  The cost of the 8th grade Dance is $20 and the Wet N Wild Splashtown event is 
$50.  Students can start bringing payments to Mrs. Aust in T-12 now.  Payments must be cash 
only.  Payment plans are available.  All money must be received by 5/12/16.  (HISD has 
approved credit card payments, but those will not be available until the spring semester.) 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

The JMSPVA presents: 

 

Rodgers’ & Hammerstein’s 

 

 

Friday & Saturday, January 29 & 30 

 

With a cast of almost 100 6th, 7th and 8th grade students, live 

student music in the pit, and a host of magical sets and 

costumes, this production promises to be spectacular! 

 

Individual tickets on sale the week 

before the show at JMSPVA. 

 

 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514
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JMSPVA All-School Musical Cinderella 
January 29 and 30, 2016 @7:00 - Ticket Packages 

Ticket PACKAGES are available now through January 8! If you would like to order a package, please 
print this form, fill it out, and turn in the order form and your check (payable to JMS memo: CHOIR) to 
Ms. Conner, her mailbox in the office or mail it to JMS 10410 Manhattan Dr., 77096. 
$30 PUMPKIN PACKAGE 

 2 reserved seats:  Please choose  # seats for Friday ________  and/or # seats for 
Saturday___________ 

 What row would you like? ______ Center ___ Left ___ Right ____ 

 1 cast t-shirt  indicate ADULT size:  S  M  L  XL 

 2 fan grams (to be given with your tickets to post in the lobby) 
 
______Yes, I would like to purchase this package! I have filled in the necessary information. 
 
$75 CLOCK TOWER PACKAGE 

 4 reserved seats:  Please choose  #seats for Friday _______  and/or # seats for 
Saturday_____________  

 What row would you like? ______ Center ___ Left ___ Right ____ 

 1 cast t-shirt indicate  ADULT size: S  M  L  XL 

 5 fan grams (to be given with your tickets to post in the lobby) 

 1 poster 

 1/3 page ad in program (submit artwork/photo to lconner@houstonisd.org by January 8, 2016.) 
 
______Yes, I would like to purchase this package! I have filled in the necessary information. 
 
$100 GLASS SLIPPER PACKAGE 

 6 reserved seats:  Please choose  #seats for Friday _______  and/or # seats for 
Saturday_____________  

 What row would you like? ______ Center ___ Left ___ Right ____ 

 1 cast t-shirt  indicate ADULT size:  S  M  L  XL 

 5 fan grams (to be given with your tickets to post in the lobby) 

 1 poster 

 1/2 page ad in program (submit artwork/photo to lconner@houstonisd.org by January 8,2016) 

 1 bouquet of roses 
 
______Yes, I would like to purchase this package! I have filled in the necessary information. 
 
SEPARATE PROGRAM ADS (submit artwork/photo to lconner@houstonisd.org by January 8, 2016) 

 1/3 page ad           I would like to purchase ______@  $35. Total $______________ 

 1/2 page ad   I would like to purchase ______@  $50. Total $______________ 

 full page ad   I would like to purchase ______@  $100. Total $_____________ 

 inside back cover ad I would like to purchase ______@  $150. Total $_____________ 
 
Guardian Name: ____________________________ Student's name_____________________________ 

 
Guardian phone:_________________________ Guardian email:________________________________ 
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Johnston Middle School Beautification Day is scheduled for March 5
th

, 2016 
 

Johnston Middle School (JMS) Parent Teacher Organization needs your help with its Beautification Day 

on March 5
th
.  This will be an event where the entire JMS community will work together for a common 

goal that will provide a tremendous opportunity for collaboration, creativity and fun.    

 

The purpose of this beautification project is to improve, renew and upgrade the appearance of JMS, 

specifically the front of the school and courtyards.   This will help to aid the perception of the school and 

its public appearance. As we all know, perception starts with the first impression, mostly visual 

perception.   JMS students spend much of their day at school so we can only imagine how this project will 

enhance their pride about the school they attend. 

 

Remember that JMS beautification will not be successful without your support. Your contributions can be 

in the form of merchandise donations, gift certificates for products or services and/or monetary donations. 

We appreciate any amount, however large or small.  All donations commitments need to be received by 

February 14
th
, 2016.  The PTO is a non-profit organization and your donations will be tax deductible as a 

charitable donation.  If you have any questions or need any additional information, please email Wendy 

Caldwell (jms1caldwell@gmail.com) or Ann Guerra (annieguerra@att.com).  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 
Box Tops Winners Announced! 

  
CONGRATULATIONS to ….. 

 
Asia Short (House J)  

Jordan Davis (House M) 

Christina Park (House S) 

Olivia Duran (House G) 

 
These students were the winners of our Fall Box Tops drawing.  They 
each received a $10 gift card to use at any AMC Theatre. 

 
Thanks to everyone’s efforts, we collected over 7,000 Box Tops this 
Fall!    

mailto:jms1caldwell@gmail.com
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Please continue to clip and collect Box Tops over Winter break so you can turn them in when we 
return to school in January!  Encourage your family, friends and neighbors to help you collect also.   

 
You can find Box Tops on many of the products you will be using for dinners and parties. 

 
For a list of participating products, go to 

BTFE.com 

 

 

 

DON’T FORGET! 
 

We also collect: 
 

• Labels for Education (www.labelsforeducation.com) 
• Tyson’s A+ Labels (www.tyson.com/projectaplus) 

Your Box Tops Coordinators, 

Cynthia Chavez & Mandy Duran 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/
http://www.tyson.com/projectaplus
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HAVE A HAPPY HEALTHY HOLIDAY! 
ENJOY YOUR FAMILY, FOOD AND TRADITIONS! 

BE THOUGHTFUL AND THANKFUL! 
SEE YOU ON JANUARY 6, 2016, ON TIME AND IN CLASS,  
RESTED AND READY TO START THE SPRING SEMESTER! 

GO GREYHOUNDS! 

 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

PTO BOARD POSITIONS  CONTACT INFORMATION 
Jennifer Bunch: President    jetabunch@gmail.com 

Ann Guerra: 1st VP     annieguerra@att.net 

Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP   subhab@hotmail.com 

Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP     gloriapereira@aol.com 

Regina Puccio: Secretary    reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net 

Melanie Rosen: Treasurer   rosenworks2@gmail.com  

Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator  mduran396@gmail.com 

 

Mindy Cox: Membership    mindy@coxclan.com 

Ellen Tagtmeier: 8
th
 grade celebrations  etagtmeier@comcast.net 

Ruthie Piller: 8
th
 grade celebrations  ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net 

Susan Phillips: Hospitality    phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net 

Neli Davalos: Uniforms    nelidajaimez@hotmail.com 

 

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC   etagtmeier@comcast.net 

Nicole Lewis: SDMC    nrlewis71@earthlink.net 

Jennifer Leach:  Magnet Awareness  jleach@jowersleach.com 

Jan Huff: After-Care    jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net 

Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification jms1caldwell@gmail.com 

Kim & Jeremy Hart:  IT    kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net 

Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound newsletter  jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com  

~ ~ ~ ~ ~   
                    

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1
st
 and 15

th
) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and 

faculty and/or posted at the website.  To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of 

issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Bunch at 

jetabunch@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.  
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