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Johnston Artist Brings Home the Gold!
Ella Bernstein has brought home the GOLD in the 2016 Houston Livestock Show & Rodeo Art
Competition! Gold Winner is a Top Award. Her entry was chosen from a field of 600 entries judged in
the competition.
Finalist Winners are Gabrielle Lansangan and Jacqueline Montemayor. They both won runner up for
Best of Show. All three are students of Mrs. Gonzalez.
The winning artwork will be on display in the Hayloft Gallery, located on the first floor of NRG Center.
The gallery is very popular and will be viewed by many visitors over the duration of the 2016 Houston
Livestock Show and Rodeo.
On Saturday, March 5, 2016, at 9 a.m., all winning students will be recognized and receive their awards at
the School Art Awards Presentation.
We are very proud of our Gold winner and two Finalist winners!
Congratulations to all of the art students!
Mrs. Gonzalez

~~~~~

IT’S SOCCER SEASON!
The JMS Boys’ Soccer team, consisting of 7th
and 8th graders, has been in training and is ready
to start the soccer season. Coached by Mr.
Darrell Fortin, it will play approximately 6
games on Thursdays after school.

JMS is in Division A, which includes Pin Oak,
Lanier, Welch, Pershing and Westbriar middle
schools. JMS soccer is UIL (pass to play) and
requires that students are passing all of their
classes.

The JMS Girls’ Soccer team, consisting of 7th
and 8th graders, has also been in training and is
set to begin the season. Coached by Ms. Lanena
Berry, it will follow approximately the same
schedule as the boys’ team.

Best of luck to both of the JMS Soccer Teams!

~~~~~

Pet Pals
Pet pals will be hosting a fundraiser at the Edloe Street Café in February. There will be live music,
doggie snacks, etc. February 20 is the tentative date. Stay tuned for the actual date!
~~~~~
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Library News:
Spelling Bee
Congratulations to our Spelling Bee Champion, Mason Brown (8th grade)! Mason took first place after a
grueling competition. Mary Phillips (8th grade) was the second place winner, Madison Price (6th grade)
took third place, and Damien Hill (7th grade) had honorable mention. Our champion, Mason Brown, will
go on to compete in the district Spelling Bee. Congratulations to Mason, our runners up, and all of the
following participants: Thalia Cerda, Jonah Dove, Akayla Gardern, Markayla Jones, Sia’Zjay Lewis,
Fiona Murphy, Max Phillips, Seva Raman, Melissa Rosario, Dericgladio Shammi, Jacquelyn Simmons,
Tyler Small-Calhoun, Ronen Wenderfer, and Nicholas Wesley.

Souper Bowl for Caring
JMS Student Council will sponsor the Souper Bowl for Caring Food Drive from January 26th – February
4th. Students are encouraged to bring canned goods to help out families in need. Students can bring cans
to their ARIA teacher. The ARIA class with the most cans donated per grade level will receive a donut
breakfast and the teacher will get a Chick-fil-A gift card. Please bring in your canned goods and make a
difference!

Cool Brains!
On Sunday, January 24th, JMS had the privilege of hosting nationally acclaimed author Jacqueline
Woodson. The auditorium was full of excited readers and aspiring authors who relished in all that
Woodson had to share. Jaqueline Woodson enlightened the audience with background information about
how she came to be the celebrated writer that she is today and shared excerpts and behind-the-scenes
tidbits from several of her books including Locomotion, If you Come Softly, and her most recent memoir
Brown Girl Dreaming, for which Woodson won the National Book Award for Young People's Literature
last year. It was an honor to host Woodson, who also spoke at the White House this year as the new
Young People's Poet Laureate, and we are grateful for Cool Brains! Inprint Readings for Young People
for the opportunity to hear from such fantastic authors.
Our next Cool Brains! Inprint Readings for Young People on April 17th will be feature National
Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, Kate DiCamillo. This is something you won’t want to miss,
so mark your calendars now!

Ms. Cooper and Jacqueline Woodson

7th grader Ambar Caldwell meets Jacqueline Woodson.

~~~~~
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POSSIBLE SCHOOL NAME CHANGE?
There was a community meeting with District V HISD Board Member Mike Lunceford on Wednesday,
Jan. 20th, @ 7 p.m. in the Cade Auditorium. The HISD Board is currently considering changing the
names of eight schools with in HISD which honor people with any links to the Confederacy. Mr.
Lunceford asked for the Board to wait for feedback from parents and community members. In the January
26th edition of the Southwest News, there is an extensive article by Michelle Leigh Smith covering the
meeting and more. The online link to the article is http://edition.pagesuiteprofessional.co.uk/launch.aspx?pbid=5f7e0827-4eea-4952-a287-f2a30f4c122a. If you were unable to
attend the meeting, please read the article to keep apprised of the issue.
Stay tuned for more information following the February 11th HISD Board Meeting.
~~~~~

Museum of Natural Science Features JMS Students’ Work
Art work by students in Ms. Gutierrez class is currently on exhibit at the Museum of Natural Science,
“The Art of Insects”. Students used a variety of media including acrylic paint, pastel, pencil, color
pencil, and watercolor. The exhibit is currently at the Cockrell Butterfly Center at the Museum of
Natural Science and will be in place until the end of February. Nancy Greig, the Center director
mentioned that she was very impressed with the students’ work.

JMS Greyhound ~ 2-1-16

Page 3

We are gearing up for the Career and Education Day sponsored by the Houston Hispanic Forum, which
will be held on February 13th, 2016. The event will take place at the George R Brown Convention Center.
This program is for students in grades 6-12 and allows students to explore and learn about career paths,
obtain financial information on how to pay for college (it’s never too early), speak to college
representatives and attend workshops designed to promote interest in a variety of careers. This free
program has a track for the entire family: JMS students will attend the middle school track; members of
the family who are in high school attend the high school tracks; elementary siblings have day camps
(babysitting) activities; and parents follow the parent track.






It is free admission, free child care, and free lunch.
There will be over 52 leaders in various industries presenting on topics such as career requirements
and expectations.
Assistance will be available for filling out Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
Over 110 colleges, universities, trade schools and companies will be available for asking questions,
picking up information, and applications.

We will provide free transportation from Johnston leaving at 9:00 a.m. and returning to Johnston at 3:00
p.m. Families can ride with us or travel on their own. We are asking families to RSVP for this event so
we know how many busses to order. Please visit https://www.eventbrite.com/e/30th-annual-careereducation-day-registration-17713097351 to register for the event and see your grade level counselor to
reserve your spot of the bus. Whole families are invited and encouraged to attend.
Please join us for this exciting day! Registration information can be obtained through the counseling
office.
Ms. Arledge, Ms. Godwin & Ms. Lamb

~~~~~
PTO Meeting Report
The most recent PTO meeting was on Tuesday, 1/19, at 8:30 a.m. in the library. There was a brief
general meeting followed by presentations from several high school administrators.


The Bash, orchestrated by the parent of an 8th grade student and also PTO VP, Ann Guerra, was
an amazing success. As Ms. Guerra will be leaving at the end of this school year, the PTO is
looking for volunteers to plan the Bash for Fall 2016. Ms. Guerra has a meticulously detailed
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how-to book for putting on the Bash. If interested in heading the Bash, please contact PTO
President Jennifer Bunch at jetabunch@gmail.com.


The date and time of the Mike Lunceford meeting about renaming JMS were announced. All
were encouraged to attend.



There is a Paper Drive in the offing, but the details are not quite complete. Ideally the drive will
start in a few weeks.



A call went out for MAN/WOMAN POWER for the Beautification Day on March 6th. It was
requested that people continue to try to get donations for the cause. There are discussions in play
to get a good price on much needed sod. If one knows of a landscape business which might want
to donate, please contact Wendy Caldwell at jms1caldwell@gmail.com or Ann Guerra at
annieguerra@att.net.

At this point, presentations were made by high school administrators from: Westbury, West Side,
Challenge, The High School for the Performing and Visual Arts, Bellaire, Lamar, and East Early College.
They each had a lot to say. For more information on any of these high schools, plus others in HISD, look
for their sites on the internet. One thing all schools had in common was the desire to see good 7th grade
grades. This is a key year for 7th graders to do their best. It is always important to get good grades, but
7th grade especially.
Susan Phillips, PTO Hospitality Chair, had a wide variety of delicious breakfast treats and beverages for
the crowd to enjoy. Nice touch, Susan!
The next PTO Meeting is scheduled for February 16, an evening meeting starting at 7 p.m. in Library.
Come learn what’s happening at JMS!
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~
“Expanding Your Horizons” in
Science and Math Conference for Young Women
Saturday, February 20, 2016
8:00 a.m.-3:15 p.m.
Spring Forest Middle School
14240 Memorial Dr., Houston, TX 77079
Pre-Registration required---applications in the Counselor’s office. $6.00 participation fee includes:
breakfast, lunch, t-shirt and four very interesting sessions. Parents can go to the following link for more
information: www.eyhhouston.org

~~~~~
February 1 through 22, 2016
February
1
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
3
Swim Meet – JMS vs Pin Oak @ JMS – 5 p.m.
Boys Basketball - Grady vs JMS @ JMS – 5:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball - JMS vs Grady @ Grady – 5:30 p.m.
3-4
7TH Grade Frog Dissection
4
Soccer – JMS vs Westbriar @ Westbriar – 5 p.m.
5
BalletBoyz (London) MasterClass – 11:34 a.m.
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6
8
9
11

12
13
15

16
18

19

22

JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
JMSPVA Dance Ensemble: BalletBoyz Performance Prelude – 7:15 p.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
7TH Grade Dist. 2 Swim Meet @ Lamar – 5:30 p.m.
Houston Ballet Studio Series: “Dancing in Texas” – 9 a.m.
Soccer – JMS @ Rice – 5 p.m.
Girls Basketball vs Edison @ JMS – 5:30 p.m.
Boys Basketball vs Edison @ Edison – 5:30 p.m.
8th Grade Dist. 2 Swim Meet @ Lamar – 5:30 p.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
Sweetheart Dance – 4:15-8 p.m.
Career & Education Day 2016 - 9 a.m.-2 p.m. (see article on page 3)
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
Baseball – Briarmeadow vs JMS @ JMS – 4 p.m.
Softball – JMS vs Pin Oak @ Pin Oak – 4 p.m.
Softball – JMS vs Lanier @ JMS – 4 p.m.
JMS PTO Meeting – 7 p.m. in Library
Softball – Pershing vs JMS @ JMS – 4 p.m.
Soccer – JMS @ Pilgrim – boys & girls – 5 p.m.
Mariachi Concert – 7 p.m.
REPORT CARDS
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
JMSPVA Dance Ensemble: Bellaire Community Dance Concert – 7 p.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
Baseball – JMS vs Pin Oak @ JMS – 4:15 p.m.

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.

~~~~~
ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
~~~~~
The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to
the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
I’ve asked parents whose children participate in ACP to give me testimonials. Here is one mom’s reply:
“The peace of mind knowing my daughter is safe and having fun during those critical after school hours is
priceless. The fact that her homework is always completed by the time we get home after a long day is
invaluable. I couldn't be more grateful or pleased with the JMS PTO After-Care Program. Thank you!”
Luci Correa
The students who participate in ACP have commented on how much they like the food they receive.
Here are some photos of students with Friday snacks:
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Sara Pietsch and Ronnie Ostrin

Thomas Spratlin, Keith Armwood, Alexis Richard,
Paige Fly and Trinity Drake

Sean Davis

Timothy Lavallais and Bryce Phelps

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html. If you are
interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff

PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~
At the time of newsletter approval, the all-school Musical,
was just opening, its curtain Friday night. one can only imagine
it was a magical night of incredible talent by our Greyhounds!
More info in the next addition!
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Johnston Middle School Beautification Day!
Our Community JMS Beautification Day is scheduled for March 5th, 2016, at 8:30 A.M.
We are still in desperate need of donations. Your contributions can be in the form of merchandise
donations, gift certificates for products or services and/or monetary donations. We appreciate any amount,
however large or small. All donations commitments need to be received by February 14th, 2016. You
can donate directly to the beautification project by going to the PTO’s MySchoolAnywhere on line
directory at: https://www.myschoolanywhere.com/login.a5w. After you log in, go to “our Store,” click
the red “secure store” and then click the arrow to the right to type in your donation amount. Thank you!
Also, we will be needing volunteers for this event. Please be on the lookout for an email sign-up that will
be going out soon.
If you have any questions or need any additional information, please email Wendy Caldwell
(jms1caldwell@gmail.com) or Ann Guerra (annieguerra@att.net).

~~~~~

SWEETHEART DANCE
February 12
4:15-8 p.m.
Ticket prices TBA.
Details TBA.

~~~~~
Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at JMS be at school on time,
8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day. Being present and punctual are important
now and will continue to be important in the business world and life in general. Build these
habits now!

~~~~~
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Attention Everyone!
Don’t miss out on a great way to show your Greyhound
how proud you are of them.
Buy a Yearbook personal ad starting as low as $25!
Business ads are also available.
Spaces are limited!
Contact Ms. Arsham for details at TARSHAM@houstonisd.org
Order your Yearbook today at: www.yearbookavenue.com

~~~~~
H-E-B and Box Tops for Education
H-E-B has a program that we're excited to tell
you about. It’s called Cash for Your Education,
and it’s another great way to earn cash for our
school through H-E-B and Box Tops for
Education. They’re offering eBoxTops™, which
are sent to our school electronically. When you
register on their website, you’ll earn 10
eBoxTops for JMS. Then when you refer a
friend/teacher/family member, they will earn
10eBoxTops as well. Your referral will also get
you an additional 5 eBoxTops ($.50 value) for
our school. It’s a win-win situation!
Once a registered user, you’ll have access to special promotions throughout the year to earn even more
cash for our school. You will also learn of specials that will be going on at your neighborhood H-E-B.
And ultimately, our school will be the winner when we earn cash from the Box Tops for Education
program for much needed school supplies, equipment, books, etc. Help JMS earn FREE money and sign
up today.
Click here to register and start earning. Hope you sign up today! http://cashforyoureducation.com
Thank you so much for supporting the Box Tops for Education program at JMS!

~~~~~
UPCOMING PAPER DRIVE
JMS Paper Drive information will go out on Februrary 1st. Parents will be asked (via sign up genius) for
colored paper, colored and white card stock or cash donations.
Donations will be collected on Feb. 15th, March 10th and April 11th.
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GOT BOX TOPS?
Spring Box Tops Contest (1/11 – 2/12)

This is your chance to make your Box Tops count toward the 2015-2016 school year!
We need your help in submitting as many Box Tops as possible by Friday,
February 12th.
Every student who submits at least 10 Box Tops will have a chance to have their
name entered into a Box Tops drawing for a special prize. A drawing will be held
for each of the houses (J, M, S, and G). Drop off Box Tops in the Box Top collection
bins located in school library or purple mail box marked “Box Tops for Education”
near front office. To receive credit, students must provide their name, grade,
and house information.

PTO BOARD POSITIONS

~~~~~
CONTACT INFORMATION

Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator

jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
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Neli Davalos: Uniforms

nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC
Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: After-Care
Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound Newsletter

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
~~~~~

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Wenden Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer
Bunch at jetabunch@gmail.com, or Greyhound Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Johnston Middle School is located at 10410 Mahattan Dr., Houston, TX
77096
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