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Broadcast Journalism:
CNN Interview with Jake Tapper
Selected broadcast students had the honor of interviewing Jake Tapper from CNN. He spent about 30
minutes answering their questions which ranged from his thoughts about interviewing prominent political
figures to his interest in drawing cartoons and what life is like for Jake Tapper. He also showed them
what his office is like and what the CNN newsroom looks like. The interview was conducted via skype
on February 23rd at 10 a.m. in the JMS library.

Photos from Jake Tapper interview.

Vinne Arlt, Broadcast Journalism

~~~~~
JMS Swim Teams #1 in District 2!
The 2016 HISD District 2 Championships were held Feb. 9-11, 2016, at the Lamar Senior High School
Pool. District 2 schools include: JMS, West Briar MS, Pershing MS, and Lanier MS.
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A rigorous competition ensued over several days. By the end of the championship, team rankings for
both boys and girls, both 7th and 8th grades showed JMS teams being #1 above all competing schools!
JMS had blown ‘em out of the water! Congratulations to the JMS Girls and Boys 7th and 8th grade Swim
Teams!
As reported by Swim Team Coach Hines on the JMS Website at
(http://www.houstonisd.org/site/default.aspx?PageType=3&DomainID=22311&ModuleInstanceID=975
82&ViewID=047E6BE3-6D87-4130-8424-D8E4E9ED6C2A&RenderLoc=0&FlexDataID=166235&
PageID=78513):
Both the boys and girls 7th grade swim teams are now the 2016 District 2 Champions!
Our gold medal winners were: Jonathan Rojas, Riley Gwin, Owen Talley, Braxton Haggard, Megan Lewis,
John Clarke Sullivan, Leann Droomgoole, Kyana Pichon and Abigail Nitsch
Our silver medalists were: Ambar Caldwell, Aiden Escamilla Junkman, Erin Brooks
And our bronze medal winners went to: Marwan Ghonima, Jackson Guite and Angelina Davalos
Super job 7th grade swimmers, you guys are awesome!
With our 7th grade swim team earning the District 2 title, our 8th grade swimmers, not wanting to be out
performed by their younger peers, took the title too! Johnston swimmers finished their season in style
winning all four divisions! There were many personal best times with photo finish touches.
Taking home gold medals were: Alex Huff, James Sun, Daniel Priftis, Bryce Cox, Michaela Asante,
Hannah Bernosky, Jackie Simmons, Julissa Ramirez and Brittney Talley
In a close 2nd place finish, taking silver, were: Marin Hart, Jonathan Rojas and Zuzi Calk
And sweeping up with the bronze medals were: Claire O’Toole, Owen Talley, Braxton Haggard and Leah
Ellis
Wow, our Johnston Swimmers Rock! Way to go Swim Team!

th

th

7 grade team

8 grade team

~~~~~
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Update on 2016 Regional Art Awardees
The Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of Harris County
In the February 15, 2016, newsletter the names of the winners the 2016 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards
of Harris County were published. Five students of JMS art teacher, Ms. Christina Gonzalez, received
awards ranging from Gold Key to Silver Key to Honorable Mention.
Subsequent news from the Harris County Department of Education, our very own, Gabrielle
Lansangan's Gold Key winning artwork, is one of the 63 pieces selected out of 251 Scholastic Gold
winning artwork to be exhibited at the Museum of Fine Arts from Feb. 15 through March 07, 2016! Of
her three Gold Key winning pieces, “City of Fruits” will be displayed.

“City of Fruits” by Gabrielle Lansangan

There was an Artist Reception for ART Gold Key Award recipients (exclusive to the students who had art
on exhibit) at The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston on Saturday, February 20, 2016, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00
p.m. The invitation noted:
Scholastic Art & Writing, 92 years old, provides opportunities for teen artist and writers to showcase
their talents. … their work now advances to national judging in NYC. … Past prophetic art and writing
recipients of Scholastic Art & Writing Awards and Medals include Truman Capote, Richard Avedon,
Andy Warhol, Sylvia Plath, Robert Redford, and Zac Posen.
That is some incredible company to join.
The Ceremony for all Gold and Silver Key Winners will be at the Harris County Department of Education
on Saturday, March 5, 2016 at 2:00 p.m.
The complete list of awardees for the 2015-16 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards program year is available
on the Harris County Department of Education website. http://goo.gl/cnzKYl
Congratulations, Gabrielle Lansangan, on this exceptional honor!
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Johnston Middle School Parent Teacher Organization needs your help with

Beautification Day!
March 5th, 2016
8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.
Our work will consist of clearing the sand/mud on the street at the crosswalk that accumulates during the
rain; edging; weeding; laying down sand and fresh grass; planting; spreading new mulch; and
painting. Please bring your work gloves, gardening and other tools (such as shovel, wheelbarrow, tiller,
water hose), and let’s work together. Volunteers are needed!
Please sign up at the following link: http://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0a45a4a72aa46-march/
Indicate under the comments box what tools you will be bringing to help during the project. Thank you
in advance!
Wendy Caldwell at jms1caldwell@gmail.com

~~~~~
6th Grade Art Students visit MFAH’s Bayou Bend

There was a cross-house field trip to the Museum of Fine Arts-Houston’s Bayou Bend on Feb. 18th for
Ms. Gonzalez’ 6th grade art students. The purpose of the field trip was to expand students’ imagination
by providing them with the opportunity to learn about American history and art. After the historic house
tour they spent time drawing in the gardens.
The weather was cooperative. The students elucidated and inspired. It was a wonderful field trip!
Ms. Gonzalez
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Library News
District Spelling Bee:
Congratulations to the JMS Spelling Bee Champion, Mason Brown, for doing an outstanding job of
representing our school at the district-wide spelling bee on February 17th. Mason performed
exceptionally and made it all the way to the fifth round before being eliminated.

Name That Book:
The JMS Name That Book Team will compete in the District Name That Book Competition Preliminaries
on Tuesday, March 8th, and most likely be competing in the Finals on Friday, March 11th. Name That
Book members Souphian Boussattach, Morgan Hall, Shelby Hardin, Alex Knight, McKenna Leach, Elena
Reid, Alexander Saggi, and Sabrina Tamayo have worked hard all year to prepare for this
competition and will undoubtedly make JMS proud! Be sure to wish them luck!

March (Library Fine) Madness!
Do you have any overdue books? Get them to
the library ASAP in order to avoid paying fines.
All fines for books turned in before Spring
Break will be cleared. Fines will begin to accrue
on March 14th, so don’t miss your chance to turn
in your overdue books!

~~~~~
Doctors for Change 2015 Youth Art Contest
Doctors for Change (DFC) invited Houston area youths to enter its 2015 art, creative writing,
photography, and video media contest. The theme was “Healthy for Life.” Participants were asked to tell
what they can do to be healthy now and in the future.
Leah Clemons, 8th grade art student of Ms. Gonzalez has won the Doctors for Change 2015 Youth Art
Contest. According to an email from Kaitlin Whelan, of Baylor College of Medicine, “Our members
voted her drawing first place in the middle school category.”
Congratulations to Leah Clemons on her win!

“Tasty Life, Healthy Life” by Leah Clemons
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Ambar Caldwell, 7th grade broadcast journalism student of Ms. Arlt, has won the Essay category of the
DFC Youth Art Contest. The title of her essay was “Society vs Reality”.
Congratulations to Ambar Caldwell on her win!
Entries will be showcased at the DFC HEAL Forum on March 30th, 2016, and posted on the DFC
website and social media: http://www.doctorsforchange.org/hope/our-cause/healthy-schools-artcompetition/.

~~~~~
Black History Program 2016
While last school year’s Black History Program was about hip hop, rap, breakdancing, and other topics
that would fall into the funk category, this year’s Black History Program, on Feb. 25, was about baseball.
The program was less of an explanation of history than it was a play. Last year, almost all of the time, the
stage was filled with students from JMS, while this year, there were only two students. This did give a
sense of realism to the play, as if the characters were really there, and experienced it. Another difference
was its length. In 2015, the black history program lasted almost an hour. This year it was around 20
minutes.
Moving on to the production itself. It opened with students Madison Long and Damien Hill introducing
what students and teachers would be witnessing. The play was set during the heyday of baseball player
Jackie Robinson, who, in 1947, broke the color barrier in baseball. The story followed two AfricanAmerican men walking into the one’s house, discussing the work they had been doing, baseball, and other
topics. Two more characters were introduced, creating a total of four characters. One character was
played by Johnston’s very own Mr. Carmichael.
For the most part, the play ran smoothly, apart from a few issues with the school microphones. They
began to produce a loud noise, almost like an explosion. Eventually the microphones were simply
deactivated, but that didn’t stop the actors’ booming voices form traveling through the entire auditorium.
In conclusion, I learned about the progress that has been made with baseball. I believe that it was good to
be reminded of another one of the many accomplishments achieved by African-Americans, and the effect
it has had on us as a society.
Ellis Wilkins-Haverkamp, 7th grade – G

~~~~~
JMS Student Art to be displayed at State of the Schools
The State of the Schools event is slated for March 3 at the George R. Brown Convention Center. Ms.
Emily Smith, of Innovative Curriculum, has asked Ms. Gonzalez to provide the work of some of her
students. As stated in Ms. Smith’s letter:
Walter Smith, Jr., our district Fine Arts Manager, recommended you as someone who has outstanding
student work in the visual arts that you might be willing to display at the State of the Schools event at the
George R. Brown Convention Center. We want to highlight the impressive work of our teachers and
students in the fine arts. We would like to hang a selection of your students’ art work along one of the
walls leading into the event space.
Ms. Gonzalez is more than happy to oblige. Congratulations to Ms. Gonzalez and her art students for
receiving this wonderful opportunity!
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Action for Apes Challenge:
Recycle your non-working cellphone!
Johnston Middle School is participating in the Houston Zoo’s “Action for Apes” Campaign. From now
until “APE-ril (April) 30th, you can drop off your old, non-working, no longer under contract cellphones
and chargers to room 234 (Mrs. Sendejas’ room) or library for recycling. The Houston Zoo has recycled
4,000 cellphones in the last 3 years and, with your help, we can make that number MUCH bigger! So far,
we have collected over 50 devices….AWESOME! But, we are not done.
Your contribution has a direct effect on the habitats in Texas and Africa. Be part of something amazing!
Also, the school or organization that recycles the most cellphones by April 30, 2016 will receive a unique
painting done by one of the Zoo’s gorilla troops.

~~~~~
Highlights from Feb. 12th PTO Meeting
The JMS PTO held an evening meeting, to accommodate parents who are unavailable for morning
meetings, on February 12, 2016, in the JMS Library.
Subjects addressed:
Beautification Day is set for 03/05 and request for volunteers will be coming out to families via
MySchoolAnywhere sign ups. Plans include addressing campus needs related to the slate steps in front of
the auditorium, cleaning the muddy areas and installing borders to prevent mud, and addressing the
swampy areas behind/beside the cafeteria and courtyard.
PTO has proposed to sponsor replacing the slate with concrete, work to be performed during Spring
Break.
The Paper drive will happen in March/April; more information to come via email from the
MySchoolAnywhere sign up with specific requests; gift cards for office supply stores are also welcome.
Spirit Wear: A flyer is coming to announce sale of JMS spirit items and PTO is looking for interested
volunteers to organize sale of items on campus.
New School Uniforms will be discussed at a future date after a new name is chosen.
6th Grade Welcome events: A PTO “Welcome Event” for incoming 6th grade families will be expanded
this year, dates TBA, in the coming weeks. Plans for event(s) in the Spring and again in the Fall are being
discussed/planned.
Principal Points: Mr. Sanders said, it’s official, the HISD School Board voted to rename JMS. Any
suggestions for names can be sent to him. He confirmed that the renaming committee is nearly set,
comprised of a student, a teacher, an alumni, a parent, a principal, a community member, a PTO member.
(PTO has already sent out a simple survey to canvas for name suggestions.)
Budget items on HISD Board Agenda were briefly outlined. District Board is looking at ways to cut the
district budget deficit created by State of Texas “Robinhood” funding arrangements. JMS will be losing
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close to $250K (this is a new revised figure since the meeting). (The Shared Decision Making Committee
[SDMC] has already been circulating an email about suggestions to cut costs.)
On a brighter note, 8th grade PSAT results in October outscored the District, State in Math and Reading.
Back to drab, STAAR tests begin in 6 weeks. Students must pass STAAR the first time or Summer
School is required. (This is a change from previous years.)
The 8th grade Field Trip to Splashtown may be changed due to new HISD requirements for using
approved vendors. Mr. Sanders is monitoring the issue. Stay tuned.
The new Theatre Dept. teacher started Monday -- Elissa Davidson formerly with Alley Theater.
The meeting adjourned.
My thanks to Regina Puccio, PTO Secretary, for compiling this information.
Barbara Haverkamp

~~~~~
The Greyhound Bash Revisited
The Greyhound Bash Earnings have HELPED a group of which your child may be part!
Clubs and classes that worked the Greyhound Bash back on October 24, 2015, have been reaping the
rewards of their hard work.
Gamers and Debate - purchased a game console and went on a field trip.
Yearbook - classroom supplies
Band - instrument repairs
Musical - costumes for Cinderella
Mr. Adams art class - animation drawing table and software
Dance - costumes
Piano - LED piano light and more TBD
Travel Club - van rental for Spring Break trip in DC
Pet Pals - club t-shirts
NJHS- $200 donation to the JMS Beautification Project and an end of the year party
Cheerleaders - help towards paying expenses at Nationals
Volleyball, Girls Basketball, and Theater are still making decisions on what to spend their earnings.
These organizations helping with the Bash learned the positive, powerful life lessons of stimulus and
response, cause and effect, effort and outcome, in this case INCOME. Thank you again to all Bash
student organization volunteers.
Ann Guerra, Bash Coordinator

Greyhound Bash
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JMSPVA Dance News!
Our Dance Ensemble has been very busy this semester. The JMSPVA Dance Ensemble performed on
January 23 at the HISD Dance Montage Workshop & Concert.
The Dance Ensemble also performed performs in the Wortham Center Grand Foyer for the Society for the
Performing Arts, Houston Performance Prelude to BalletBoyz, presented by H-E-B on February 6th. This
was the third year JMSPVA had been selected to perform and show the Houston community and visiting
artists the talent that has been cultivated at JMSPVA. The BalletBoyz of London did a Master Class at
JMSPVA the day before on Feb. 5th with some of the dancers.
On February 19th, the Dance Ensemble performed for the Annual Bellaire Community Dance Concert at
Bellaire HS.

On February 26th, the JMSPVA Dance Ensemble performed in the African American Dance Festival
Youth Showcase at the Midtown Arts and Theater Center (MATCH), presented by Urban Souls Dance
Company.

From African American Dance Festival performance

On April 3rd, the Dance Ensemble will be performing at the Hermann Park Kite Festival at 11 AM.
Chadwick Peters, JMSPVA Artistic Director
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JMS creations due by 3/04/16 @ tarsham@houstonisd.org
And don’t forget:
Order your Yearbook today at: www.yearbookavenue.com
Tobi Arsham

~~~~~
Go Texan Day at JMS!
Go Texan Day, Friday, February 26, was a glorious day for our JMS students. The Los Vaqueros Trail
Riders visited JMS on their way to Memorial Park. To announce their arrival, Principal Sanders got on
the public address system and shouted, “YEE-HAW!” (One student reported it “was loud enough to
make my ears bleed.”) Principal Sanders went on to say the trail riders had arrived and teachers were free
to escort their students outside to see them.
JMS students streamed out of the school, in orderly fashion, to stand along the curb in order to see the
trail riders. They cheered and waved at the riders who nodded and waved. One group of riders threw
Mardi Gras beads to the students.
The Los Vaqueros Trail Ride’s starting point is in Reynosa, deep in the Valley. It begins in late January
and covers approximately 355 miles on its trek to Houston over 5-6 weeks. Its arrival, and the arrival of
other shorter trail rides, marks the beginning of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.
The Los Vaqueros annual trek started in the late 1950s. Through cold, rain, sleet, and sunny skies, they
ride by day and camp by night like early Texas pioneers. They are truly Living Texas History. How
wonderful our students got to see them!
B. Haverkamp

March 1 through March 19, 2016
March
1
JMS Dance to Houston Ballet – “The Sleeping Beauty” – 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
2
Baseball – Pershing at JMS – 4-5:15 p.m.
Softball – JMS at Lanier – 4-5:30 p.m.
3
Softball – JMS v. Marshall (site TBD) 4-5:30 p.m.
4
Theatre Fieldtrip to “Godspell” – 9:15 a.m.-2 p.m.
Baseball/Softball Team Pictures – 4 p.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
5
JMS Campus Beautification Day! – 8:30 a.m.
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HISD Student Choreography Festival & Concert – 8:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
JMS Gamers after School Club – 4-5:30 p.m.
Baseball – JMS at Briarmeadow – 4:15-5:30 p.m.
8
School Spirit Day @ Fuddrucker’s – 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Softball – West Briar at JMS – 4 to 5:30 p.m.
8-10 Vocal UIL Concert & Sightreading Contest – 8 a.m. to 9 p.m.
9
Baseball – JMS at Pin Oak – 4:15 p.m.
10
Softball – Pin Oak at JMS – 4 p.m.
Soccer – Rogers at JMS – 5 p.m.
11
Boys Basketball trip to San Antonio/Alamodome – 8 a.m. to 11 p.m.
14-18 SPRING BREAK!
7

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.
~~~~~

Labels for Education / Book Bonanza

Book Bonanza begins February 16th!
The Labels for Education Book Bonanza will be providing schools registered with Labels for
Education the opportunity to earn FREE Scholastic books! Schools can earn up to 20 books for their
library!
Brands such as Post, Bic, Campbell’s, Glad and Pepperidge Farm are among those that take part in
the program.
The way the Labels for Education Book Bonanza works is pretty simple and can really benefit our
school. You need to save the UPC or the Beverage/Sauce caps of participating products and turn
them into our school. Be sure to include the full UPC along with the Labels for Education logo.
This is the way the points add up for the free books:
Schools that submit 1,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 5 books
Schools that submit 2,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 10 books
Schools that submit 3,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 20 books
If you have any labels that you have already collected and wish to turn them in, please place them in
an envelope or bag marked “Labels for Education” and have your student drop them off in one of the
box top collection bins located in the school library or box top mailbox.
No time to waste! Get to collecting and start submitting!
To learn more about the program, please visit the Labels for Education website at
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/.

~~~~~
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Don’t Toss them…Clip them!
• Box Tops for Education (www.boxtops4education.com)
• Labels for Education (www.labelsforeducation.com)
• Tyson’s A+ Labels (www.tyson.com/projectaplus)
Please help us with each of these fundraisers and get your family and friends to help
too. Each fundraiser requires minimal effort and is almost no cost to you.
The money we earn can be used for just about anything we need such as computers,
books, and classroom equipment. We all benefit from having good schools in our
communities and good schools require funding.
All box tops and labels may be dropped off in the box top collection bins located in the
school library or in the purple mail box marked “Box Tops for Education” in the main
hallway near the front office.
Please be sure that your student’s name, grade, and house information is listed on the
Ziploc bag or envelope.
Thank you for your continued support!
~~~~~

The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to
the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
I’m pleased that our program is doing so well. We’ve had more students join us since the beginning of
January 2016. This is a great opportunity for students to get to know each other where they may not have
had the opportunity to otherwise. I’ve seen great friendships form here.
I would say that the students are happy with our program. There are lots of smiles as they play outside.

Trinity Drake

Sean Davis

Dylan DeViney and Rishi Venkateswaran

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.
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If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff, PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~
PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator

jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality
Neli Davalos: Uniforms

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC
Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: After-Care
Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound Newsletter

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Wenden Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer
Bunch at jetabunch@gmail.com, or Greyhound Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Johnston Middle School is located at 10410 Mahattan Dr., Houston, TX
77096
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