
   

 

 

 

Change Coming to JMS in the Fall 

 
The JMS Shared Decision Making Committee (SDMC) met on February 3, 2015 and voted to change the 

Master Bell Schedule of Johnston Middle School starting the 2015-2016 school year.  Staff, parents, 

community members, HISD district administration and many more gave input and insights on proposed 

bell schedules for next school year.  After much deliberation and discussion, the SDMC approved what 

was Option A. The new bell schedule for next year is printed below.  

  

Why make a change? Great question! We are constantly striving to better prepare our students for the 

future and to be successful citizens, employees and high school students. With the new State of Texas 

Math Curriculum, the State created a situation where students miss vital concepts and building blocks 

within the curriculum thereby making learning gaps for students from 4
th
 to 7

th
 grade.  After much 

discussion on how to meet the needs of our students, from academic to GT/Vanguard level, the committee 

decided to have students take math instruction each day even though the campus is on a block schedule. 

Every Johnston student will have mathematics instruction each day.  By taking this step for the next 4 

years, we can ensure that every Johnston student has time in class to address the State created gaps in 

learning.  We will be analyzing student math success, as well as in all other content areas, to measure the 

success of this new bell schedule. 

  

Please see the Master Bell Schedule that we have placed in this newsletter for your perusal. 

  

If you have any questions, please feel free to email or call Mr. Sanders, the school principal, or attend the 

April 9
th
 PTO meeting. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Wenden Sanders, Principal 

 

2015 -2016 Bell Schedule 
As Approved by SDMC 

 

10 Period Day/ 70 Minute Classes 
All students Block Math and 6

th
/7

th
 Grade with Reading & ELA 

Block Schedule – Gray/Purple Days 

 

HR   8:20 –   9:00 

1/6   9:05 – 10:15   A: 11:30 – 12:05 Class 11:35 – 1:15 

2/7 10:20 – 11:30   B: 12:05 – 12:40    Class 11:35 – 12:05/12:40 – 1:15 

3/8 11:35 –   1:15 (see lunches) C: 12:40 –   1:15    Class 11:35 – 12:40 

4/9   1:20 –   2:30 

5/10   2:35 –   3:45 
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

JMS PTO News 

 
Information was given at the March 5th morning PTO meeting about the upcoming 2015-2016 school 

year.  Principal Sanders announced, a new course will be added to the curriculum -- Creative Writing.  

The first year, Creative Writing will be an elective.  The year following, Creative Writing will become a 

bonafide Magnet discipline. 

 

Sanders also reported, that after much discussion among faculty and students, the SDMC (Share Decision 

Making Committee) has initiated changes to the old 8-block schedule.  (See 1
st
 page.)  The new schedule, 

starting in 2015-2016 will be a 10-block schedule, i.e. five classes per Purple Day plus five classes per 

Grey Day.  All classes will be slightly shorter in length.  The aim is that, with more and shorter classes, 

there will be a better teacher/student ratio, thus allowing a higher quality to the instruction.  

  

In light of the increasingly tougher math curriculum as set by the State Board of Education, math will be 

taught daily NOT every other day as with the old 8-block schedule.  Sixth graders will have Math and be 

allowed an extra elective.  Seventh graders will have Math and have Reading & Writing to prepare them 

for those portions of state mandated tests.  Eight graders will have Math and an extra elective.  There will 

be electives in Foreign Languages and Technology.  The Technology elective should help 8
th
 graders 

prepare for STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math) high schools. 

 

There will still be a mentor period and also a “SPARK” period, though it will be getting a new acronym.  

 

All of this information will be posted on the JMS website. 

 

On a different subject, all JMS students have recently had the opportunity to see a video about “Cyber-

bullying” presented by Crime Stoppers.  Ideally, students have taken to heart the message and discussed 

cyber-bullying at home with their parents.  Parents also had the opportunity to review the video on the 

evening of March 5
th
.   

 

Ms. Dinneen, librarian, told of three exciting student opportunities at JMS.  She reported on the end result 

of the Food Drive; it was a job well done, the food gratefully received by the Braes Interfaith Ministry.  

She reiterated the deadline for the Student Anthology, an exciting artistic and literary opportunity for our 

students’ work to be published and sold on Amazon.  Her final report was about Read-to-Feed for Heifer 

International.  It is a fundraiser like a walkathon, where one would get pledges for walking, but, in this 

case, it would be pledges for reading. 

 

The Heifer International fundraiser has the added benefit of building character in our students. It broadens 

their knowledge of living conditions around the world and fosters the idea of volunteering. Ms. Kennedy, 

will also be organizing a Kick Start Tournament to raise money for Heifer International.   

 

B. Haverkamp 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

COMING SOON… SPRING GARDENING DAY ON CAMPUS! 

LOOK FOR DETAILS SOON! 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



Choir UIL Results  

 
The choir department at Johnston Performing and Visual Art Middle School competed at UIL Concert & 

Sight-reading Contest on March 3, 4 and 5.  Five choirs attended the contest, where they listened to other 

choirs, sang a prepared concert, then sight-read a never-before-seen piece.  The judges said things like, "I 

love your luscious tone!", "I enjoyed your highly varied program, your strong and confident tone, and 

your attention detail and expressive qualities!", "I love the way every phrase you sing has been 'loved 

up'.  Detailed, refined, and intentional, you perform at a mature level." 

 

Varsity Tenor-Bass, Varsity Mixed, and 7th period Varsity Treble Choirs brought home superior trophies 

for their work on stage and in the sight-read room.  Fourth period Varsity Treble earned superior ratings 

for their concert, and Non-Varsity Treble got superior marks in the sight-reading room. 

 

The Johnston choirs were all fabulously-behaved, as the judges repeatedly remarked to them, and 

Johnston Middle School distinguished itself magnificently though the outstanding work of these 200 choir 

students, who made their directors and parents extremely proud! 

 

Laurie Conner, Choir Director 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

A Proud Momma Watches the UIL Choir Competition 

 
I had the pleasure of chaperoning on the UIL Choir field trip March 3.  I was so proud to be a Greyhound 

that day!  And, it wasn't just because my daughter's choir got all ones. It was because our students are all-

around amazing, thoughtful and caring citizens! On several occasions they were complimented for their 

kind and courteous behavior during the performances. They carried themselves with grace 

and humility during a very long day of anticipating, sitting and judging.  Too many times, adults are on 

the look-out for what our youth is doing wrong.  I just had to take a minute to share that there 

are wonderful things going on with our kids at JMS! 

 

As I am talking to the community trying to raise funds for the Fine Arts Fund, it makes it all worth it 

when I can recall days like that day I chaperoned... days where good is happening, kids are thriving and 

humanity is just a little better off because of what our teachers and students are doing at Johnston Middle 

School. There are moments like that EVERY day at JMS. Take time to find them. 

 

Ann Guerra 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

JMS Clinic - Nurse Needs Items 

 

 Our nurse, Ms. Thomas, is in need of personal hygiene items to stock up her supplies -

- Items such as toothpaste, tooth brush, samples of shampoo, etc. Please drop them 

off in the nurse's office. 

 

Thank you. 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 



Go Texan Day at JMS! 

 

 
 
 

Go Texan Day, Friday, February 27, was a glorious day for our JMS students.  The Los Vaqueros Trail 

Riders visited JMS on their way to Memorial Park.  Our students streamed out of the school, in orderly 

fashion, to stand along the curb in order to see the trail riders.  They cheered and waved at the riders who 

nodded and waved.  One group of riders threw Mardi Gras beads to the students.   

 

The Los Vaqueros Trail Ride’s starting point is in Reynosa, deep in the Valley.  It begins in late January 

and covers approximately 355 miles on its trek to Houston over 5-6 weeks.  Its arrival, and the arrival of 

other shorter trail rides, marks the beginning of the Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo.   

 

The Los Vaqueros annual trek started in the late 1950s.  Through cold, rain, sleet, and sunny skies, they 

ride by day and camp by night like early Texas pioneers.  They are truly Living Texas History.  How 

wonderful our students got to see them! 

 

B. Haverkamp 
 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

From the PTO Website Team 

 

  

New Alumni Quiz is now available on both of 

our websites www.ptojms.org and 

www.johnstonmiddleschoolpto.com.  For those 

who do not know, click on the picture on our 

website to get a tip. Good Luck with the hunt. 

  

Please let us know your thoughts and 

suggestions by using the survey form on our 

website www.ptojms.org. There is also an 

ongoing poll about helpfulness of website -- 

completely anonymous -- with instant results up 

to date. Please participate. 

  

Thank You for taking part in our school 

activities and helping our school. 

 

 

http://www.johnstonmiddleschoolpto.com/
http://www.ptojms.org/


JMS Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A! 

 
I would like to thank Mr. Hoffman and the JMS Mariachi performers for their outstanding performance 

on March 4th, JMS Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A.  On JMS Spirit Night at Chick-fil-A, a portion of food 

sales is donated to Johnston.  The event is held from 4-8 p.m. the first Wednesday of each month.  Every 

little bit of fundraising helps. 

 

The performance by the students, led by Mr. Hoffman, was well received and delighted the customers. 

Thank you also to all the parents and students who dropped by to support Spirit Night.  

 

Mrs. Arledge 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Library Update 
 

Johnston students (and friends) donated five 

boxes of canned goods and other non-perishable 

food items to Braes Interfaith Ministry as a part 

of Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s nice to know that 

JMS kids are willing to lend a helping hand to 

those in need. 
  
  
Cindy Dinneen, MLIS 
Librarian 

 



Athletic Department Honors 

       
Our students have been doing a superlative job as of late and bringing home many honors. 

   

The trophy (above left) was given for achieving 2
nd

 place in the JMS Basketball Tournament.  

Congratulations Team! 

 

The trophies (above right) are from the 14
th
 Annual Westbury Track & Field Classic.  The trophies 

trimmed in blue are for the: 4 x 100 Meter Relay 8
th
 Grade Girls; 4 x 100 Meter Relay 7th Grade Girls; 4 

x 200 Meter Relay 8th Grade Girls; 4 x 200 Meter Relay 7th Grade Girls; 4 x 400 Meter Relay 8
th
 Grade 

Girls; and 4 x 400 Meter Relay 7
th
 Grade Girls.  The larger trophy trimmed in purple is the 14

th
 Annual 

Westbury Track & Field Classic Championship Trophy for 8
th
 Grade Girls.   Congratulations Team! 

 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

March 15 through April 7, 2015 
March  

16-20 SPRING BREAK! 

21 Cheer Squad Field Trip – 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 

23 Choir to St. Peter’s United Methodist Church - 12 noon to 4:30 p.m. 

 JMS vs Rogers Soccer Game – 5 p.m. 

24 Ethics Bowl – 10:20 a.m.- 12:50 p.m. 

 Choir to St. Peter’s United Methodist Church – 11 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

 JMS Boys Baseball vs Pin Oak – 4:15 p.m. 

 JMS Greyhounds Softball vs Hamilton – 4:30 p.m. 

26 JMS Band Waltrip Concert Festival – time TBA 

 National Junior Honor Society Field Trip – 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. 

 JMS Boys Baseball vs Pershing – 4:15 p.m. 

 JMS Greyhounds Softball vs Pershing – 4:30 p.m. 

 Dance Concert – 7 p.m. 

27 Cheer Competition – Cypress 

 JMS Adv. Dance SPA – Houston Master Class – 11 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. 



27-28 Band UIL Non-Varsity Concert and Sightreading Contest – Taylor HS in Katy 

29 Hermann Park Kite Festival performance by JMS Dance Ensemble – 11-11:30 a.m. 

30-31 STAAR (State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness) testing 

30 STAAR – Writing day 1 7
th
 grade and STAAR Math 8

th
 grade 

31 STAAR – Writing day 2 7
th
 grade and STAAR Reading 8

th
 grade 

 JMS Greyhounds Softball vs Pin Oak – 4:30 p.m. 

April 

1 JMS Boys Baseball vs St. Vincent de Paul – 4:15 p.m. 

 JMS Greyhounds Softball vs Pin Oak – 4:30 p.m. 

2 JMS Greyhounds Softball vs Black – 4:30 p.m. 

 JMS vs Pin Oak Soccer Game – 5 p.m. 

3 Spring Holiday 

7 JMS Greyhounds Softball vs Lanier – 4:30 p.m. 

 Band Booster Meeting – 6-7:30 p.m. 

 

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date.  Additions and deletions 

are possible. A complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on 

the JMS website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514.  Current dates are on 

the main page http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513.  The 2014-15 Magnet 

Performance schedule can be found under “Magnet Information”. Sporting 

events are also under the Athletics Department calendar.  Events are also listed 

in the JMS Student Planner.  When in doubt, call the school. 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

Johnston Lady Greyhounds Basketball Team Fundraiser 

 

After many requests for the long-sleeved Johnston Lady Greyhounds Basketball Team (JLGBT) shirt, I’m 

happy to announce, the shirts will be available for sale as our Johnston Lady Greyhounds Basketball 

Team Fundraiser.  The shirts will be available for purchase by the general student population from March 

1
st
 through June 2nd. The cost of a shirt is $15 – payment in cash only.  Sizes available are Adult small 

through XLG.  They can be purchased Monday through Friday during gym class and also after school 

until 4:15 p.m. in the gym.  Pre-order forms can also be picked up in the gym or the front office. 

   

You asked for them.  We got them for you.   

 

Go Johnston Lady Greyhounds! 

 

S.Jackson 

JMS Head Girls Basketball 

 

 

>>>>> 
The perfectly purple  

JMS Lady Basketball t-shirt logo. 

   

(Shirt is NOT blue!) 

  

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514


 

JMS Alumnus Matt Mullenweg Donates $15,000 to the JMS Fine Arts Fund 

 
Matthew Charles "Matt" Mullenweg is an American online social media entrepreneur, web developer and 

musician. He is best known for developing the free and open source web software WordPress, now 

managed by The WordPress Foundation. Mr. Mullenweg was born in 1984. He attended Parker 

Elementary, Johnston Middle School, HSPVA (Class of 2002) and the University of Houston. 

He is generously donating $15,000 to the JMS Fine Arts Fund.  

 

Thank you, Mr. Mullenweg! 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

JMS Fine Arts Fund Distributes First Round of Donations 

 
As promised, the JMS Fine arts Fund Financial Committee allocated funds and/or instruments to all the 

fine arts departments at the end of February. $12,200 cash and 21 instruments were issued. This does not 

include the recent donation from Mr. Mullenweg. 

 

The in-kind donation of instruments from Gabbanelli Accordions were distributed as follows: Guitar 

received ten electric guitars; Mariachi received one acoustic guitar and one vihuela; Orchestra received 

two cellos; Band received two flutes, two tenor saxophones and three alto trombones. 

 

The fine art departments are deciding what they will purchase and those items will be ordered as soon as 

possible. So far, four cameras, a lens, SD cards, six ballet barres and 30 varsity choir dresses have been 

received by their respective departments. Our students are already benefitting from YOUR donations!  

 

Thank you to all JMS families and area businesses that have made these purchases possible. 

 

It's not too late to donate! Use the attached donation form to get your Star on the Wall! 

 

 
JMS Fine Arts Fund donation stars accumulating one by one on Magnet Hall Wall   



Johnston Middle School Fine Arts Fund   
              10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096 

 

FAMILY STAR LEVELS: 
$50 – 8” Personal STAR 

$100 – 12” Personal STAR 
$250 – 16” Personal STAR 

$500 and above – 16” Personal STAR WITH GOLD TIE/VEST 
 

$25 – Your name plate on the 4 foot Friends of JMS FINE ARTS STAR 
Name of Donor: Home Address: 

 

Email Address: 
 

Phone: 
 

Donation Level (circle one): 
 
$25 (name plate only)  $50  $100  $250  $500  
Other $ ______ 
 
Name as it should appear on your STAR ($50 and 
above): 
 
 

Name Plate Information ($25 donation): 
 
The __________________Family 
____  no dedication   
____  with the following dedication  
In honor/memory/appreciation of/for (circle one) 
______________________________________ 
*For additional name plates, please attach additional 
forms. 

Processed By: 
 

Payment Method (mark one): 
Check#______  Credit Card _____  Cash______ 

Make checks payable to:  JMS PTO Fine Arts Fund, 10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096 
**For Business sponsorship forms, please contact Ann Guerra - annieguerra@att.net or 713-471-9224** 
 
REV 2/8/15 
 

 

BE A JOHNSTON STAR! 
Stars will be displayed in the magnet hallway outside of 

the auditorium for a minimum of 3 years. 

mailto:annieguerra@att.net


Gamers Club Needs Your Help 
  

The JMS Gamers Club is raising money to purchase vintage video games and equipment.  It is sponsoring 

gaming tournaments after school to raise money, but it also is interested in donations of the following 

items: 

  

1. Donated used video game systems, controllers, games, or accessories. (Atari, Nintendo,   

  PlayStation, Sega, Xbox)  

2. Used projector pull down screens. (They hope to hang a matching pair from the ceiling.) 

3. Monetary Donation to the school club account. (JMS Video Club) - Please speak with Ms.  

  Simmons/Ms. DeLeon for donation information. 

4. During the last fundraiser the club purchased a XBOX ONE, but it's now time to build a game  

  library. 

  

List of Xbox One Games that are appropriate (used copies are acceptable): 

  

Just Dance 2014/2015 

Lego Marvel Heroes 

Zoo Tycoon 

Rabbids Invasion 

Rayman Legends 

Plants vs. Zombies Garden Warfare     

Project Spark 

Terraria 

Angry Birds 

Forza Horizon 2 

  

5. Microsoft Xbox digital gift cards to purchase items off of the online shop.   

   

If you can help, please contact Mr. Mathis, club teacher sponsor at (SMATHIS1@houstonisd.org or 

Room 213. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Box Top$ for Education - Keep on Clipping! 

 
This school year, you’ve submitted over 5,000 box tops!  That’s a lot of dimes!  Great job, everyone!  

 

Please continue to clip and collect Box Tops throughout the rest of this school year and over the Summer.   

A BIG THANK YOU to everyone who has helped us with our Box Tops collection efforts.  We greatly 

appreciate your help! 

mailto:SMATHIS1@houstonisd.org


 

If you haven’t already signed up, please be sure to register through the Box Tops for Education website at 

www.boxtops4education.com to support Johnston MS.  There are daily bonus offers and sweepstake 

contests that everyone can enter which gives us more chances to win bonus Box Tops. 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

 

Labels for Education® Book Bonanza  

The Labels for Education Book Bonanza will be providing schools registered with Labels for 

Education the opportunity to earn FREE Scholastic books! Schools can earn up to 20 books for 

their library! 

Brands such as Post, Bic, Campbell’s, Glad and Pepperidge Farm are among those that take part 

in the program. 

The way the Labels for Education Book Bonanza works is pretty simple and can really benefit 

our school. You need to save the UPC or the Beverage/Sauce caps of participating products and 

turn them into our school.  Be sure to include the full UPC along with the Labels for Education 

logo.   

This is the way the points add up for the free books: 

 Schools that submit 1,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 5 books 

 Schools that submit 2,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 10 books 

 Schools that submit 3,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 20 books 

If you have any labels that you have already collected and wish to turn them in, please place 

them in an envelope or bag marked “Labels for Education” and have your student drop them off 

in one of the box top collection bins located in the school library or cafeteria. 

http://www.boxtops4education.com/


The final due date for JMS is Friday, April 17, 2015.  No time to waste! Get to collecting and 

start submitting! 

To learn more about the program, please visit the Labels for Education website at 

http://www.labelsforeducation.com/. 

 

 ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

PTO BOARD POSITIONS  CONTACT INFORMATION 
Melanie Rosen: President    johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com 

Nicole Lewis: Treasurer    nrlewis71@earthlink.net 

Regina Puccio: Secretary    reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net 

Ann Guerra: 1st VP     annieguerra@att.net 

Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP   subhab@hotmail.com 

Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP     gloriapereira@aol.com 

Mindy Cox: Membership    mindy@coxclan.com 

Jan Huff: Aftercare/Membership   jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net 

Veronica Simmons: Uniform/ Title1   vsimmonsrph@gmail.com 

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC    etagtmeier@comcast.net 

Michelle Maislin: SDMC/Directory   mmaislin@gmail.com 

Diane Ragan: Directory     diragand@gmail.com 

Adriana Perez: Hospitality    ace55502004@yahoo.com 

Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound newsletter  jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com  

Elizabeth Shaw: Landscaping   elizstop@aol.com 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~                      
The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1

st
 and 15

th
) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and 

faculty and/or posted at the website.  To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of 

issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Melanie Rosen at 

johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at 

jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.  
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