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Philosophy Class Takes Specialized Docent Lead Tour of MFAH
and Meets up With Annise Parker!
Ms. Gail Rickey, grandmother of JMS philosophy student Julianna Reeves and a Museum of Fine ArtsHouston (MFAH) docent, put together a hand-crafted all-day tour of the MFAH especially for our JMS
philosophy class. The tour began before the doors opened as the students looked through the sculpture
garden with the mission to see what philosophical elements could be seen in the various sculptures.
Students noticed such things as how the artists were able to portray different looking works of art as one’s
perspective of the art changes, just like in philosophy as ideas are explored from different perspectives
providing varying insights.
The tour continued in the museum as Ms. Rickey had correlated specific quotes from the text used in our
Philosophy class, Sophie’s World, to specific pieces of art that explained the history of ideas reflected in
art and how ideas in the text were conveyed through the visual medium.

Above left: MFAH docent and grandmother of JMS Philosophy student, Julianna Reeves, teaches JMS philosophy
students how the changes of ideas throughout history are portrayed in art.
Above right: JMS Philosophy student, Marwan Ghonima, reads a selection from the philosophy text Sophie’s
World in front of a statue of Shiva as MFAH docent Ms. Rickey listens and waits to explain how this section of the
text is portrayed in the art.

An unexpected special treat happened during the tour when the class came across former Houston mayor,
Annise Parker. She was kind enough to briefly discuss with the students the two most important
responsibilities of city government. If you are dying to know the answer, ask a philosophy student!
In the afternoon session, Ms. Rickey led students to a photography exhibit by Vera Lutter called Inverted
Worlds and explained how the artist used negative prints to invert what we normally see as darkness to
light and vice versa. Students then chose a particular inverted photograph and discussed the philosophical
question “What is reality?” as the point became visually clear that we are viewing the world through a
certain perspective, a “reality,” that could be otherwise.
JMS Greyhound ~ 4-1-16

Page 1

After planning so much and spending the day as our personal docent, Ms. Rickey capped it off with
delightful homemade snacks and lemonade in the sculpture garden for the students. She concluded the
tour with a discussion of the famous work of Raphael of the philosophers that appear in “The School of
Athens” to our philosophers at “The School of Johnston.”
Thank you chaperones, Susan Reeves and Donna Reid, and a special thanks to Ms. Gail Rickey for all of
your planning in making a specialized, enlightening, philosophical tour for our students!

Philosophy student Gwendalyn Varnado points out details of a statue of Hercules holding up the heavens.

JMS Philosophy students pose with former Houston mayor Annise Parker after a brief discussion of the two most
important responsibilities of city government.
From front left: Madison Price, Alexandra Maynard, Annise Parker, Julianna Reeves, Jasmin Rubio
Back row from left: Mr. Barber, Amanda Reid, Gwendalyn Varnado, Aaron Soice, Nathaniel (Nate) Hart, Marwan
Ghonima, Eric Aragon, Ella Bernstein, MFAH docent Ms. Gail Rickey

Mr. Barber

~~~~~

STAAR = State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness
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Orchestras prepare for UIL
The JMS Advanced Orchestras, Adv.6th Period & 4th period, are currently preparing for the annual
University Interscholastic League (UIL) Orchestra Contest to be held on April 14. There was an
afternoon session with a clinician on March 9th, just before Spring Break and one on March 21, the day
school resumed. Parents were invited to observe the March 21st clinician who worked with 6th period
students from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. It was an offer I could not refuse.
The clinician was Michael Fahey, the orchestra director from Stratford HS (SpringbranchISD). (I knew
Mr. Fahey when he was the assistant director for the Lanier Middle School Orchestra, Charles Tittsworth
being the director. My daughter was in the Lanier orchestra from August 1999 to May 2002. The Lanier
orchestra was judged #1 in the State of Texas every other year as no single school was allowed
consecutive titles. [JMS was not eligible to compete for the title being a Fine Arts Magnet.] During that
same period, Mr. Fahey was the top orchestra director at Lamar High School, with Mr. Tittsworth Fahey’s
assistant.) He knows music. He was full of energy. His mission was to help our musicians aim for the
stars.
I already know the Advanced Orchestra to be very good. To see our musicians working with Mr. Fahey
fine-tuning their sound was incredible.
Were it not for the efforts of Mr. A and Dr. Grube, this could have been misery for a clinician. However,
the students were primed. They knew the pieces so well, that all Mr. Fahey had to do was reference a
measure, explain what he wanted, and they did it usually first try. He noted specific dynamics, the
techniques that would produce them, the proper tempo and even suggested the story music was
conveying. For Edvard Grieg’s Hall of the Mountain King, he told of trolls fighting and general unrest in
the hall -- the king was not happy -- and how to bring that emotional edge to the music. He said to think
of arguing with a sibling to describe the trolls fighting (think children fighting over what to watch or who
gets the iPad next, not actual physical fighting) to inspire the required quick staccato.
Our students were happy to deliver. Some of their faces showed “ah-hah!” pleasure at the realization that
the tweak had truly improved the sound. As a parent, it was wonderful to behold.
Dr. Grube and Mr. A kept changing their positions around the auditorium. The clinician would ask if
such-in-such sound was heard “there”. Mr. Fahey, then, was helping with even the acoustics. He knew
how the judges would be hearing the music at the UIL Contest. Fascinating.
Having witnessed the above, I suspect the JMS Advanced Orchestra will do very well at the UIL Contest.
Watching the orchestra rehearse made my evening! Good luck, musicians! Thank you, Mr. A and Dr.
Grube for your dedication. Nice observing you direct again, Mr. Fahey.
Barbara Haverkamp

~~~~~

Early Dismissal is April 20 at 1:35 p.m.

Don’t forget to pick up your greyhound pups (students)!
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JMS Pet Pals Make a Difference!
On Saturday, February 27th, JMS Pet Pals helped raise over a thousand dollars for Westbury CARE
(Compassionate Animal Rescue Efforts) by baking and selling dog biscuits for CARE’s annual
fundraiser. This year’s fundraiser was hosted by the Edloe Street Café and included live music from local
band Room for Three.
Thank you to all who attended and donated to help save over a hundred dogs and cats taken off the streets
of our area each year. The money raised will help provide spay/neuter, vaccinations, de-worming,
heartworm treatment, mange treatment, microchipping, etc.
Ms. Berry

~~~~~
Hermann Park Kite Festival
The JMSPVA Dance Ensemble will be performing at the Hermann Park Kite Festival on April 3. Our
dancers will be performing on stage at the Molly Ann Smith Plaza, opposite the Jones Reflection Pool, at
11 a.m. As Houston welcomes Spring, the festival will be both fun and uplifting.
It has been recommended that people take Metrorail and park away from the area, due to the large number
of people and events happening in the area over the weekend. Hopefully the weather will be as beautiful
as last year’s. See you there!

Photo from last spring’s Hermann Park Kite Festival: dancers in the fore, kite aloft to the rear

~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at JMS
be at school on time, 8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day.
Being present and punctual are important now and will continue to
be important in the business world and life in general. Build these
habits now!
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You can also shop our online fair, already started on March 28th, through April 15th.
General book fair information can be found online at http://www.houstonisd.org/domain/42009
A basic catalog of Scholastic books can be found at
http://www.scholastic.com/bookfairs/cptoolkit/S16_Booklist/MS/index.html#6

There will be an extensive array of books for purchase at school. Volunteers are needed to make this
event a success. To volunteer for the book fair, sign up on line at
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4fa5ab2ba7fe3-2016

See you at the Book Fair!
JMS Greyhound ~ 4-1-16

Page 5

JMS Beautification Project
On Saturday, March 5th, 2016, with the efforts of the approximately 56 volunteers, which included around
15 parents, we gave the front entrance and other areas of Johnston Middle School a much needed facelift.
The vision for Phase I of the Beautification Project was very ambitious because of the tremendous needs
of the school; however, a lot was accomplished. During Phase I, volunteers completed the following
tasks: cleaned and raked leaves from the front of the school and under the trees; laid new soil and manure
to nurture the ground to get it ready for new soil; laid sod; removed weeds from flower beds; planted
flowers and added new mulch at several locations of the facility (front, side, and cafeteria area); painted
handrails leading to the main office and handicapped ramp; installed metal edging to hold dirt/sod in
around sidewalk areas; added fence slats to hide A/C in courtyard; and spread fertilizer on old grass and
sod.
Since the beautification, consistent manual watering has been done in order to ensure that the grass grows
healthy. If you see weeds, feel free to pull them! We also have water hoses in certain key areas to
facilitate plant watering. If you see plants/flowers that need some watering, please feel free to water
them. Landscaping is really an ongoing job.
Pending upgrades from Phase I to the grounds include redoing crumbling slate steps at the front entrance
of the school. In order to address the problem temporarily, the steps were smoothed out with cement.
This project will be completed in June.
The JMS National Junior Honor Society donated part of its Greyhound Bash profits and we bought a
power washer for the school. Thank you, NJHS students! We hope to address the moldy brick around
the school grounds and clean the picnic tables by the cafeteria area. The school's previous power washer
was broken, so hopefully this will help the JMS custodial staff with general upkeeps as well.
The monetary donations received from JMS families were put to great use for this project! We would
like to thank the following individuals and/or families for their financial contributions: Jeff Waller; Bendi
Saindon; The Fajkus Family; Ellen Tagtmeier; Donna Lax-Edison; Margaret French; and Subha
Balasubramaniam.
We would also like to thank the following hard-working volunteers who made this project possible: Ann
and Allie Guerra, Orian D. Caldwell, Ámbar Caldwell, Orian T. Caldwell, Ms. Martinez (JMS custodial
Staff), John Blonde, Scott and Ronen Wenderfer, Nigel and Ashanti McKinney (the entire family was
there – including Nyles, Nylah, and Nigel), Veronica Hernandez, Cheyenne Apolinar, Rose Lopez, Stacey
Varios, Marian Thomas, Asia Victor, Fatima Roldeo, Raagan Poole-Smith (Top Teens of America),
Tatiana Godwin, Alex Preikso, Brenden Morales, Jeanette Towster (Robert, Henry, and Jack), Alicia
Lacy-Castille (Top Ladies of Distinction, Inc.), Mindy Cox, Katie Flato, Andrew and Donna Edison, Tyra
Williams, Emari Williams, Josh Vanlandingham (Madeline and Sara), Jaye McAfee, Allison Shackelford,
Aaliyah Siber, Abigail Shackelford, Karen Morey, Allison Lira, Alondra and Patricia Ruiz, Donna Reid
(Amanda and Elena), Sigrid Vincent-Brown, Mason Brown, Kiana Ardoin, Jade Harris, Sheri and Colton
Schwartzberg, Louis Thomas, Tonya Thompson-Canepa (Serena and Gabriel), Diego McKenna, Alex
Hines, Girls Scout Troop 2472, Keisha and Kylie Gallien, Danyetta Godwin (and little helpers), and
Gloria Pereira. Words cannot express how thankful we are for the amazing work that was done.
We would like to thank Brian Busby from HISD Facilities Services for addressing some of the pressing
issues of the school at this time which included the drainage system in the courtyard area near the
cafeteria, removal of the mud that accumulates in front of the school when it rains, and fixing the bricks
from the planter near the front area of the school. We look forward to collaborating with HISD Facilities
Services in future JMS projects!
Let’s keep the momentum going. The vision is that the Beautification Project initiative will be a
continuing effort for our school.
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The overall appearance of the school has changed. We hope you are pleased with the results. The
NEEDS are there. Go by the school. We hope that the changes established with Phase I of the
Beautification Project will inspire you.

Views before – dry and barren 

 Views after – promising and positive new sod. Just add sunshine and some rain! 
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The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to
the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
A typical day after school begins in the cafeteria at 4 p.m. The children are served a hot meal by the
cafeteria staff. Teachers encourage the children to begin working on their homework at this time. At
4:45, they head over to the library where they can finish their homework and have some computer time.
If the weather is nice, many like to go outside and play volleyball, basketball, or something similar.
Others like to stay inside and play board games. Parents are allowed to park outside of the library to pick
up their children, which makes it nice so the parents don’t have to walk very far.

Ricky

Amani, Isabel, Berean, Sarah, and MacKenzie

----Alyssa and MacKenzie

Rishi and Chris

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.
If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff
PTO After-Care Program coordinator
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Action for Apes Challenge:
Recycle your non-working cellphone!
Johnston Middle School is participating in the Houston Zoo’s “Action for Apes” Campaign. From now
until “APE-ril (April) 30th, you can drop off your old, non-working, no longer under contract cellphones
and chargers to room 234 (Mrs. Sendejas’ room) or library for recycling. The Houston Zoo has recycled
4,000 cellphones in the last 3 years and, with your help, we can make that number MUCH bigger! So far,
we have collected over 50 devices….AWESOME! But, we are not done.
Your contribution has a direct effect on the habitats in Texas and Africa. Be part of something amazing!
Also, the school or organization that recycles the most cellphones by April 30, 2016 will receive a unique
painting done by one of the Zoo’s gorilla troops.

~~~~~

BOX TOPS 2015-16 UPDATE
10,688 BOX TOPS!
Thank you JMS Families for the incredible support of our Box Tops program this school year! Our goal
for this year was 10,000 Box Tops which equals $1,000. Through February we have collected 10,688 Box
Tops!

Our school earned a total of $1068.80!
Our program is successful because of our supportive parents and school administration. The Box Tops
drawing for contest participants will be held on April 11th.
We collect Box Tops all year! Please place all Box Tops and labels in the Box Top collection bins
located in the school library or in the purple mail box marked “Box Tops for Education” in the main
hallway near the front office. Be sure that your student’s name, grade, and house information is listed on
the Ziploc bag or envelope.
We also collect:
• Labels for Education (www.labelsforeducation.com
• Tyson’s A+ Labels (www.tyson.com/projectaplus)
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QUESTIONS? Email us at www.jostens.com or call 1.877.767.5217.
Ms. Arsham - Yearbook
tarsham@houstonisd.org

~~~~~
April 1 through April 22, 2016
1

3
4

UIL Band contest
Boys Basketball field trip to NRG - 10:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
JMSPVA Dance Ensemble: Hermann Park Kite Festival
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
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Baseball - JMS v. Lanier - 4:30 p.m.
Softball - Marshall at Johnston - 4 p.m.
Baseball - St. Vincent v. JMS - 4:30 p.m.
Nat’l Jr. Honor Society field trip - Tremont Assisted Living/Levine - 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Softball - Black at JMS - 4 p.m.
Soccer - Pershing at JMS (G/B) - 5 p.m.
8
REPORT CARD DAY!
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
University of Texas at Austin College Fieldtrip - 5:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Port of Houston - 8:45 a.m. to 2 p.m.
9
Family Event: “When I Grow Up” Career Expo - 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
11
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
11-15 HISD - Baseball Tournament - daily 4:30 p.m.
12
Softball - Pilgrim at JMS - 4 p.m.
13
Softball - JMS at Jackson - 4 p.m.
14
UIL Orchestra Contest - Adv.6th period and 4th period orchestras
Spirit Day @ Fuddrucker’s - 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
14-15 Piano Duet Recitals
15
Hit the Beach/Galveston Cheer Competition – 8 a.m.to 5 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
16
HISD Beginning Choir Festival – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
17
Cool Brains - Author Day – 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
18
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
19
PTO Meeting - 8:30 a.m.
20
EARLY DISMISSAL! 1:35 P.M.!
22
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
5
6
7

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.

~~~~~
PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator

jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality
Neli Davalos: Uniforms

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
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Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: After-Care
Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound Newsletter

jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Wenden Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer
Bunch at jetabunch@gmail.com, or Greyhound Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Johnston Middle School is located at 10410 Mahattan Dr., Houston, TX
77096
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