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NJHS Visits Treemont Retirement Home

On March 26 NJHS let their talents shine at the Treemont Retirement Home. From guitar to piano, to
orchestra and singing NJHS really put on a show. "I just wanted to get up and dance." said one of the
residents.
NJHS had been rehearsing multiple times in the auditorium to make sure everything was perfect. After
the performance NJHS socialized with the audience and took pictures with them too.
NJHS kids ate at Cici's pizza to fill their stomachs before getting back on the bus and heading back to
JMS.
Isabella Frazier & Sadie Garcia, NJHS Journalism Team

~~~~~

Broadcast Journalism Update
On Thursday evening, April 9, three JMS Broadcast Journalism students presented their stories on “So
What’s Your Story!” on KPFT 90.1 at 10 p.m. The three students were: Shelby Edison, Fatima Castro
and Olivia Nixon.

Students Shelby Edison, Fatima Castro and Olivia Nixon
with “So What’s Your Story” host, Dr. Henry Roubicek

If you missed it, the link to the radio show broadcast on KPFT 90.1 is http://archive.kpft.org/. At the site
under the “all shows” heading, scroll down to “So What’s Your Story! – April 9th 2015” and click “play”.
You won’t be disappointed.
Vinne Arlt

~~~~~
Library Update

“Read to Feed” update:
Johnston students are busy reading and recruiting sponsors for the “Read to Feed” fundraiser support
Heifer International. What that’s that, you say? Why is the librarian talking about a fundraiser for
another organization?! Because it is ALL about READING! Participating students get sponsors to
pledge funds according to the number of books (or pages or minutes) the student reads. The funds are
collected and donated to Heifer International to support the organizations mission to end world
hunger. So, if you know a Johnston student (and I’m guessing you do since you receive this newsletter)

offer to sponsor them. Funds will be collected during the week of April 25thand are due by May
1st. Here’s the link to the JMS fundraising page if you’d like to make a donation
online: https://fundraise.heifer.org/fundraise?fcid=412051.

POETRY MONTH
April is POETRY Month here at JMS and around the world! We’re Greyhound Proud to have some of
our JMS students in the spotlight. Each day during the month of April, JMS theater students will be on
radio station KPFT reading poems written by elementary school students as a part of WITS (Writer’s in
the Schools) collaborations with other campuses.
The link to listen to the archived poems: http://witshouston.org/category/poem-of-the-day/ or the archive
can also be found of the JMS website under the Library tab.
Cindy Dinneen, MLIS
Librarian

~~~~~
JMSPVA Theatre Department Presents

Circus Olympus
The circus has come to town! Well… sort of. There's no elephant on a bicycle but there are the Greek
Geeks and have they got a story or two to tell. More specifically, a myth or two: Persephone and the
Underworld, King Midas, Perseus and Medusa, and Athena and Arachne.
Performance information: Beginning Theatre Classes
Grey Day – 6th period: Monday, Wednesday and Friday- April 27, 29 & May 1
Time: 11:10 a.m.
Purple Day- 1st period: Tuesday & Thursday – April 28 & April 30
Time: 9:05 a.m.

Blues
Blues is a one-act about the homeless. Where do they come from? Did they once have homes...like you?
Have you ever thought what stands between you and life under a bridge, in a cardboard box. The play
takes place on a vacant lot, where street people sometimes gather if it isn't too cold. Will you ever be one
of them? It could never happen to you...could it? Blues is a sort of "Handbook for the Future Homeless"
and for everybody else who can't be sure what the future holds.
Performance Information: Advanced Classes
Grey Day- 7th period: Monday, Wednesday and Friday- April 27, 29 & May 1
Time: 1:20 p.m.
Purple Day- 2nd period: Tuesday & Thursday – April 28 & April 30
Time: 11:45 a.m.
Purple Day- 4th period: Tuesday & Thursday – April 28 & April 30
Time: 2:45 p.m.

Brownstone 213
Francis stands at the edge of the Brownstone Building rooftop late at night, heart pounding and deliberate,
contemplating suicide. Keb Krat, who died jumping from that very building 60 years ago, introduces
Francis to his fate if he takes this determined leap. Keb has until dawn to change the mind of this young
man so eager to take his own life. He proceeds to entertain and divert Francis’ attention with 60 years of
Brownstone history.
Performance Information: Advanced Company
Grey Day – 8th period: Monday, Wednesday and Friday- April 27, 29 & May 1
Time: 2:45 p.m.
Jennifer Wood
Theatre Director

~~~~~
Course Selection - 2015-2016
During the month of March, the counselors worked with students to select their classes for next year.
Course selection sheets for current 6th and 7th grade students were distributed through SPARK and
MENTOR -- green sheets for 6th grade and purple sheets for 7th grade. Students who did not receive
their course selection sheets have been or are completing them during make ups throughout March and
April.
For students who are transitioning into high schools zoned to Johnston, counselors from the high school
have been visiting or will soon be visiting the campus to complete course selections sheets with your
student.
If you have any question or concerns regarding course selections. Please contact your grade level
counselor.
6th grade Ms. K. Johnson
7th grade Ms. L. Arledge
8th grade Ms. C. Rubin

kjohns55@houstonisd.org
larledge@houstonisd.org
crubin@houstonisd.org

Lisa Arledge
Counselor M.Ed.

~~~~~
Attn: Eight Graders & Parents
Please remember to submit your student’s $70 payment and permission slip to Mrs. Aust’s room, T-12,
for the Dance on May 15 ($20) and day at Splashtown on May 28 ($50). Payments and permission slips
should be turned in as soon as possible.
Note: suspensions may affect a student's ability to attend.

~~~~~

STAAR! STAAR! STAAR!
As Paul Revere galloped across the countryside on his steed warning the sleeping colonists, “The British
are coming! The British are coming!” it only seems right to warn the JMS Family, “The STAAR is
coming! The STAAR is coming!”
The State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness (STAAR) tests are soon to begin – April 21-23.
There will be additional STAAR End of Course (EOC) testing May 4-8. Please make sure your student
is fully rested in preparation to take these tests. We’d like our students feeling fresh, calm and bright for
these tests.

STAAR Update from the Houston Chronicle on April 9, 2015 on page B2
In an article titled “State middle school, elementary students get math test reprieve”, Ericka Mellon
reported that the rules for accountability for elementary and middle schools will be relaxed for this round
of STAAR testing. This information came from Michael Williams, Texas Education Commissioner.
In the December 15, 2014, Greyhound News, Mellon’s earlier article in the Chronicle about the tougher
math curriculum was cited. At that time, parents across Texas were upset by the fact their children were
being tested on things they’d never learned in earlier grades, thanks to the leap in curriculum standards set
by the Texas State Board of Education. Frustration for students, parents and teachers was everywhere.
The purpose of the change was that more students will be able to take higher math in high school, even
calculus. It was thought, the chance for any relaxation of the math standards was nil.
So, this year’s reprieve is quite a surprise. From Mellon’s article: “’The teachers I have spoken with
have confidence that Texas students will, in time, adjust to the more rigorous math standards, but for
accountability purposes asked for a transition year,’ Williams said in a statement.”
Middle and elementary schools STAAR math scores, if they be low, will not adversely affect school
ratings.
This news will not diminish our expectations and preparations. At JMS, our math teachers have
steadfastly been teaching the new math. Your children, our students have been working very hard to
learn the new math curriculum. Yes, patience and persistence by teachers, students and parents has been
necessary, but STAAR testing is almost here. Ideally, our students will do very well.
Keep calm & Carry On!
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~
PTO Nominations Time for 2015-2016 School Year
The PTO Board has a number of position openings for the upcoming school year. If you would like to be
more involved in the workings of the JMS PTO, now is the time to let the Nominating Committee know.
Please contact Jennifer Bunch, head of the PTO Nominating Committee at jetabunch@gmail.com to turn
in your name or for more information on Board positions.

~~~~~

April 9th PTO Meeting News
JMS Fall Carnival
Steve Martin, Carnival chairperson, reported the event’s tentative date will be October 24. It will run for
5-6 hours. There will be an artisan sales area and food trucks. There will be booths/games run by
different JMS departments, e.g. a haunted house run by the Drama Department. More details will be
available closer to the carnival.
JMS Arts Fund Update
Ann Guerra reported that $30,000 has been raised so far. The wall of Arts Fund Stars is a must see.
Another wall of stars will be going up shortly.
Testing, Testing, Testing!
Principal Sanders reported an onslaught of tests is coming between now and the end of the year. The
STAAR (State of Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness) is coming, of course, but so too is the Iowa
Basic Test (norm referenced and new this year as HISD changed from Stanford testing). There are also
the Tech Literacy Assessment for 8th graders, Advanced Placement (AP) exams, Language other than
English (LOTE) exams. The dates are peppered across the months of April and May. (Check the JMS
website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513, clicking “Calendar” for specific testing dates.)
Warning: Unexcused Absences Bad for High School Apps
Principal Sanders also alerted parents to the idea that unexcused absences on a student’s middle school
transcript can result in the rejection of the student’s high school application. He said any and all
unexcused absences should be cleared up well before high school application time. He had been talking
to 8th grade parents whose students have been rejected by Bellaire and other high schools based on the
unexcused absences. He said to contact Ms. McFarland in the Attendance & Records office to fix any
unexcused absences. Her email: rmcfarla@houstonisd.org.
Seven Habits of Highly Effective People
Principal Sanders said that HISD is paying for a course for all middle schools next year based on Stephen
R. Covey’s book, “The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People”.

~~~~~
From the JMS PTO Web Team
We have a lot of wonderful tool and links on our websites ptojms.org and johnstonmiddleschoolpto.com
to improve our students’ academics. Please feel free to browse through the pages and make use of them.
Have you noticed that our students and teachers are getting together and collecting monies to support our
school? Read about it on our website and see how much everyone, teachers, students, our parents and our
wonderful alumni have come through to support our school.
For those interested in reading older newsletters, minutes of previous meetings and some of our older
newsletters from the 60’s, they are also archived on our websites. We have also added a privacy policy to
our websites.

Our newsletter translations into Spanish have been a little out of step with our English newsletters on our
Espanol website, since the English version is sent off campus to HISD translators. These are very busy
people who help a lot of schools, since HISD is one of the largest school districts in the nation. If any of
our parents, fluent in both spoken and written Spanish, can volunteer to translate our newsletters, we
could speed up the process. If you would like to volunteer, please send an email to our Newsletter Editor
at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com or the web admin at ptojmsweb@gmail.com.
Thank you for volunteering. Your efforts will help a lot of our parents who are new to Houston and are
still acclimating to English. We also have many people from around the globe visiting our websites, so
our communication efforts are reaching a wide spectrum of people.

~~~~~
Kickstart Tournament - “Fight to Feed”
On April 11, Johnston Middle School hosted a Fight to Feed Charity Karate Tournament benefitting
Heifer International. Around 60 competitors from four different schools attended the event. The event
was a success raising $1,700 for Heifer.
Special thanks to Ms. Kennedy, JMS’s Kickstart for Kids instructor, and her students for their efforts in
support of “Fight to Feed”.

~~~~~

Title I News
PARENT ADVISORY COUNCIL
2015-2016 School Year

WE WANT YOU! VOLUNTEER TODAY!
What is the Parent Advisory Council?
The Role of the Parental Advisory Council:
• Attend the Advisory Council Meetings (4 times a year)
• Help review and confirm the Parental Involvement Policy/Plan
• Act as an advocate for the Parent Involvement Program
As a Title I school, we are required to have a Title I Parent Advisory Council (PAC). Working with the
school’s Title I coordinator and the school principal, the PAC committee will help assure
parents/guardians have the opportunity to learn more about Title I. Our goal is to ensure effective
involvement of all parents of Title I participating children and to support the partnership between other
school community stakeholders, school administration and staff, Parent Association and School
Leadership Team.
Contact us for more information.
Veronica Simmons, Chairperson - vsimmonsrph@gmail.com
Danyetta Godwin, Title I Coordinator - dgodwin@houstonisd.org

~~~~~
April 15 through May 9, 2015
April
3-17 E.O.Y.
16
Orchestra UIL Competition – 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. – location TBA
16-17 Piano Duet Recitals – during class time
18
STAAR Prep Day - 8 a.m. to noon
20 through May 22 - Tech Literacy Assessment for 8th grade
STAAR Math 8th grade 8 a.m.
21
STAAR Math 6th & 7th grades / S.S. 8th grade
22
STAAR Reading 6th & 7th grades / Science 8th grade
23
Poetry Month Performance – 2:30 and 3:30 p.m.
24
Ethics Bowl – 10:20 a.m. to 6 p.m.
25
Willow Waterhole Music Fest 2015 – 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. – JMS group to perform

26
Cool Brains/Inprint Author event 3-5 p.m.
27 through May 1 – Theatre Performances (see page 3 for details)
28
Mariachi & Handbells Concert – 7 p.m.
30
Guitar Concert – 7 p.m.
May
1
JMS Jazz/Pie Night – 6:30-9 p.m.
2-3
Cheer competition in Galveston
4
STAAR Algebra EOC (end of course)
4-8
STAAR EOC (end of course)
AP (Advanced Placement) exams
4-12 Iowa Basic Tests
5
Band Boosters Meeting – 6-7:30 p.m.
5-8
District Testing
6
Chick-fil-A JMS Spirit Night – 4-8 p.m.
7
Language other than English (LOTE) Advanced Placement (AP) Spanish Language & Culture
exam – 7:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Kickstart Ceremony
JMS PTO Meeting – 7 p.m.
8
Orchestra Field Trip to University of North Texas – 6 a.m.
9
Jr. High Solo & Ensemble Band – 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions
are possible. A complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on
the JMS website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on
the main page http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. The 2014-15 Magnet
Performance schedule can be found under “Magnet Information”. Sporting
events are also under the Athletics Department calendar. Events are also listed
in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.
~~~~~

2015 -2016 Bell Schedule
As Approved by SDMC

10 Period Day/ 70 Minute Classes
All students Block Math and 6th/7th Grade with Reading & ELA
Block Schedule – Gray/Purple Days

HR
1/6
2/7
3/8
4/9
5/10

8:20 – 9:00
9:05 – 10:15
A: 11:30 – 12:05
10:20 – 11:30
B: 12:05 – 12:40
11:35 – 1:15 (see lunches) C: 12:40 – 1:15
1:20 – 2:30
2:35 – 3:45

~~~~~

Class 11:35 – 1:15
Class 11:35 – 12:05/12:40 – 1:15
Class 11:35 – 12:40

Please support the JMS Fine Arts Fund!
It's not too late to donate.
Be a donor and get a STAR on the Magnet Hall Wall.
Use the form (next page) to submit donations.
Please be generous!
There will also be opportunities to buy Stars
at upcoming concerts.

JMS Fine Arts Fund donation stars handsomely mounted on Magnet Hall Wall

Johnston Middle School Fine Arts Fund
10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096

BE A JOHNSTON STAR!
Stars will be displayed in the magnet hallway outside of
the auditorium for a minimum of 3 years.

FAMILY STAR LEVELS:
$50 – 8” Personal STAR
$100 – 12” Personal STAR
$250 – 16” Personal STAR
$500 and above – 16” Personal STAR WITH GOLD TIE/VEST
$25 – Your name plate on the 4 foot Friends of JMS FINE ARTS STAR
Name of Donor:

Home Address:

Email Address:

Phone:

Donation Level (circle one):

Name Plate Information ($25 donation):

$25 (name plate only) $50 $100 $250 $500
Other $ ______

The __________________Family

Name as it should appear on your STAR ($50 and
above):
Processed By:

____ no dedication
____ with the following dedication
In honor/memory/appreciation of/for (circle one)
______________________________________
*For additional name plates, please attach additional
forms.

Payment Method (mark one):
Check#______ Credit Card _____ Cash______
Make checks payable to: JMS PTO Fine Arts Fund, 10410 Manhattan Dr. Houston, TX 77096
**For Business sponsorship forms, please contact Ann Guerra - annieguerra@att.net or 713-471-9224**
REV 2/8/15

~~~~~

Painless Fundraising Redux
Painless is the operative word. Our families all eat. As stated in earlier newsletters, Kroger has a
program to benefit designated organizations based on a percentage of its receipts. Ideally JMS will be
listed as your favorite beneficiary.
Last December Kroger issued a check for roughly $100 to JMS, the result of 20 JMS families shopping at
Kroger. The number of families designating JMS as their beneficiary is currently up to 25. Certainly
more of our families shop Kroger than 25. If more shoppers took the time to sign up for a Kroger Plus
card and list JMS, it would be great. And it costs shoppers nothing.
INSTRUCTIONS FOR KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS SUPPORTERS
All supporters must have a registered Kroger Plus card account online to be able to link their card to an
organization. If you do not have a Kroger Plus Card, you can obtain a digital Kroger Plus Card when
creating an account online or at any Kroger store.
Link your card at www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com.
 If you have an existing account, click on “Sign In”, otherwise click on “Create an Account”.
If you are a new online customer:
 You will need to enter your email address, create a password, enter your zip code, click on
favorite store, and agree to the terms and conditions.
 Once you are done entering your information you will get a message asking you to check your email inbox and click on the link within the body of the e-mail that was sent to activate your
Kroger account.
Already have a Kroger.com account?
 Enter your email address and password and click on “Sign In”.
 Click on Community then on Community Rewards” then click on enroll now, complete personal
information, click on save.
 Enter your organization’s number .96068 or name Johnston Middle School and then click on
“Search”.
 Select your organization and click on “Save”.
 To verify that you enrolled correctly, you will see your organizations name on the right side of
your account settings page.
 Once you are linked, you can start earning rewards immediately toward the organization you are
supporting. (Note: The message saying that you are supporting an organization through the
Kroger Community Rewards program will start printing on your receipt about 10 business days
after you linked your card.)
View your Rewards Details
 Sign in to your Kroger account
 Go to www.KrogerCommunityRewards.com
 Click on “View Your Rewards Details”
 See how much you have earned for your organization! (Note: This information will only be
available and updated at the end of each cycle.)
Remember, you must swipe your registered Kroger plus Card or use your Alt ID when shopping
for each eligible purchase to count.
You must link your card every year, starting August 1st, to support the organization of your choice.
(Spanish Instructions available upon request.)

Thank you for participating in our Kroger Community Rewards program!
Don’t forget Randall’s has its Good Neighbor Program. The ID number for Johnston Middle School is
5075.
Target has a donation program, too. The JMS Target ID number is 98699.
Amazon Smile has another painless fundraising program that can benefit JMS. Please log on to
smile.amazon.com to designate JMS as your charity. Detailed information on Amazon Smile is in the
October 1, 2014 newsletter.

Expired Box Tops
Did you know that Box Tops expire?
Box Tops submitted after their printed expiration date are considered void and are not honored by Box
Tops for Education.
Since Summer will be approaching soon, please help support our school by turning in any Box Tops that
you have with a Summer expiration date. There’s no need in saving them for the Fall because they will
be invalid and will not count.
Throwing away expired Box Top coupons would be the same thing as throwing away free money!
If you have any Box Tops that are about to expire, please start submitting them now so that we can get
credit. We will be turning in all Box Tops we’ve collected by the end of May.
Please have your student drop off their Box Tops in one of the collection bins located in the school library
or cafeteria.
Parents, you too can submit Box Tops! Please bring them to any PTO meeting and we will gladly accept
them!
Thank you for your continuing support.
The Box Tops Committee

How It Works
Electronically collect an additional 1 point for each participating Labels for Education® product
purchased when you use your shopper card at participating retailers like KROGER and RANDALLS. You
can still clip and redeem UPCs to earn the face value of the Labels for Education points.

1. REGISTER.
Go to eLabelsForEducation.com. Create your profile, enter your shopper card number from a
participating retailer (Kroger and/or Randalls), and then select Johnston MS as the school that
you would like to support. Sign up now at www.elabelsforeducation.com/.

2. SHOP. SWIPE. EARN.
Each participating product that you purchase from your favorite participating retailer will earn 1
point that will be credited to your school’s Labels for Education account automatically.
3. REDEEM.
Your school can redeem points for FREE educational merchandise!
* UPCs with face values higher than 1 point will only be counted as 1 point with the eLabels For
Education program. Remember, eLabels for Education supplements the regular Labels for Education
program, so you can still clip and redeem participating product UPCs to earn the face value of the Labels
for Education points.

Labels for Education® Book Bonanza
The Labels for Education Book Bonanza will be providing schools registered with Labels for Education
the opportunity to earn FREE Scholastic books! Schools can earn up to 20 books for their library!
Brands such as Post, Bic, Campbell’s, Glad and Pepperidge Farm are among those that take part in the
program.
The way the Labels for Education Book Bonanza works is pretty simple and can really benefit our school.
You need to save the UPC or the Beverage/Sauce caps of participating products and turn them into our
school. Be sure to include the full UPC along with the Labels for Education logo.
This is the way the points add up for the free books:




Schools that submit 1,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 5 books
Schools that submit 2,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 10 books
Schools that submit 3,000 UPCs and Beverage/Sauce caps earn 20 books

If you have any labels that you have already collected and wish to turn them in, please place them in an
envelope or bag marked “Labels for Education” and have your student drop them off in one of the box top
collection bins located in the school library or cafeteria.
The final due date for JMS is Friday, April 17, 2015. No time to waste! Get to collecting and start
submitting!
To learn more about the program, please visit the Labels for Education website at
http://www.labelsforeducation.com/.

~~~~~

PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

Melanie Rosen: President
Nicole Lewis: Treasurer
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Mindy Cox: Membership
Jan Huff: Aftercare/Membership
Veronica Simmons: Uniform/ Title1
Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Michelle Maislin: SDMC/Directory
Diane Ragan: Directory
Adriana Perez: Hospitality
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound newsletter
Elizabeth Shaw: Landscaping

johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
mindy@coxclan.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
vsimmonsrph@gmail.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
mmaislin@gmail.com
diragand@gmail.com
ace55502004@yahoo.com
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
elizstop@aol.com

~~~~~
The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Melanie Rosen at
johnstonmiddleschool.pto@gmail.com, or B. Haverkamp, PTO newsletter editor, at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com.

