10410 Manhattan, Houston, TX 77096-5202

Tel 713-726-3616

Fax 713-726-2101

GREYHOUND NEWS
April 15, 2016

UIL Vocal Concert & Sight-reading Contest Results
On March 8, 9 and 10, seven Johnston Performing and Visual Arts Middle School choirs travelled to the
Region XXIII University Interscholastic League (UIL) Concert & Sight-reading Contest in Katy,
Texas. Thank you to all the parents, aunts, uncles and dads who came to listen and chaperone at the
contest.
Here are the results:
Varsity Mixed Choir, sweepstakes trophy (straight ones -- superior)
Non-Varsity Tenor-Bass Choir, twos in concert (excellent)
Varsity Tenor-Bass Choir, sweepstakes trophy (straight ones -- superior)
Non-Varsity Treble Choir (Conner, 4th and 7th combined), plaque (straight ones in concert)
Non-Varsity Treble Choir (Lytle), twos in concert (excellent)
Varsity Treble (Conner, 3rd period), sweepstakes trophy (straight ones -- superior)
Varsity Treble (Conner, 8th and 10th combined), plaque (straight ones in concert)
The three concert judges remarked, after the contest was over, that the JMS choirs sang “consistently head
and shoulders above all the other choirs at the contest!”
We are Johnston Proud!
Laurie M. Conner, Choir Director

~~~~~
8 grade + Holocaust Museum + Hermann Park
th

On March 7, there was an 8th grade field trip to Hermann Park and Holocaust Museum for the classes of
Mr. Hartman and Ms. Helfman. Students spent half of the day touring the Holocaust Museum and the
other half at Hermann Park doing science experiments.

Students seated at edge of pond in Hermann Park learn experiment procedures from Mr. Hartman
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Creative Writing Update
Starting this school year, 2015-16, JMSPVA added a Creative Writing Program to its Fine Arts
disciplines. It seemed a logical thing to do as the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts, too,
has a Creative Writing Program. Over time, many exceptional student writers have passed through the
halls of JMS, but there was no official arts program for them.
We are pleased to announce that four JMS 8th graders in the Creative Writing Program have been
accepted into the freshman class at HSPVA this Fall. Their acceptance shows the need for the new
program was there and we are well on the way to having a very fine curriculum.
Congratulations, students! Write on! (Double entendre for “right on!”)
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~

PTO Meeting - April 19th at 8:30 a.m. – Library
All are welcome!
~~~~~
BOOK FAIR RECAP
Dear Parents,
Thank you for your support and help in making the 2016 JMS Book Fair a success! I was thrilled to see
the amount of students rushing in to the library to get their hands on a good book. Of course they enjoyed
the pens, pencils, and “stuff”; but they really were mostly excited about the books! It was exhilarating to
see so many students who couldn’t wait to get their own books.
The Book Fair was a success in that it got so many of our students excited about reading, but it was also a
financial success. We sold over $10,000 worth of products, which will translate to about $2,500 for our
school!
Without your generosity and willingness to help, it would have been nearly impossible for me to run a
successful fair. There were parent volunteers in the library almost every hour of the week; running cash
registers and helping to maintain order in the hectic Book Fair rush. Parents were not only generous with
their time, but also with allowing their students to make purchases in the Book Fair. Thank you, thank
you, thank you! With such a positive response from students and parents, we will definitely be Book
Fairing again next year.
Thanks again,
Celeste Cooper, Librarian
http://tinyurl.com/JohnstonMiddleSchoolLibrary

~~~~~

Early Dismissal is April 20 at 1:35 p.m.

Don’t forget to pick up your greyhound pups (students)!
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8th Grade Students & Parents:
It is almost time for the 8th Grade Students’ celebrations at Johnston Middle School! Events include:
8th Grade Dance - Purple & Gray Gala
Friday, May 13th from 7 to 10 p.m. in the JMS Cafeteria
Cost: $20
Dress code enforced.
Wet N Wild Splashtown Field Trip
Friday, May 20th from 9:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Cost: $50
Permission slips and additional information for both events are available from Ms. Ault at
KAUST@houstonisd.org .
Payments will be accepted before school in the cafeteria beginning MONDAY, APRIL 4. Final due date
for payments is Thursday, May 12. NO PAYMENTS WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THAT DATE, NO
EXCEPTIONS.

~~~~~
2016 Houston Ship Channel Field Trip
On April 6th, the second half of Ms. Latson’s technology class finally had their chance to go to the Port
of Houston, or, “Ship Channel.” (The other half of the class had made the field trip in the fall. Then on
12/9 the Port of Houston Authority cancelled the second date due to silt levels and low tides. Editor) The
goal of this endeavor was to learn more about careers in the Maritime field, opening up the interests of
students who may later want to specialize in this career. And after this trip, I’m not sure why you
wouldn’t think about it.
Though our bus was a bit off time, we still managed to make it to the port on time. Without even getting
on the boat, many of the large ships and boxes of cargo were still visible. Shortly after boarding and
taking a seat, the boat began to slowly move away from the dock, and before we knew it, we were
moving. Not much later, the captain announced, “Feel free to go out and walk around at this time.”
Many of us took that as an opportunity to walk out to the back and front of the boat, in order to get a
better view, or just feel the breeze in our hair.
Throughout the ride, students tried to get better spots, views, or both. There were many sights to see,
from large freighters, to cranes, to factories and pipes. Each made us think more about what occurs
among the people who come here to make a living, and this was amplified each time the captain called
out over the intercom, “And if you look over to your right….”
At the end of the day, the trip was quite enjoyable. The fun of being on a boat combined with the
interesting equipment, vehicles, and buildings around us made for a very satisfying experience. There
was much to see, much to think, and much to wonder. Even now some students may be thinking about
going into a Maritime career!
Ellis Haverkamp, 7th Grade

~~~~~

STAAR = State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness
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Renowned author Kate DiCamillo will be at Johnston Middle School this Sunday, April 17th. Kate
DiCamillo, who earned Newberry Medals for both Because of Winn Dixie and Flora and Ulysses, is
known for her knack for personification and inspiring young readers. DiCamillo was chosen as the
National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature for 2014–2015 and has been an incredible advocate
for children’s literacy. She will undoubtedly deliver an enlightening and entertaining presentation. Don’t
miss this FREE author visit open to the public at Johnston Middle School this Sunday, April 17th.
Celeste Cooper, Librarian
http://tinyurl.com/JohnstonMiddleSchoolLibrary

~~~~~
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The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to
the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
From time to time, students like to help the teachers with special projects. Here, Abby and Louise are
helping Ms. Mitchell by putting together a cart.

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.
If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff, PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~

There’s no business like show business or, in this case,
the JMS fine arts performance calendar!
As the flowers bloom in spring, so, too, do our students. Come to hear one or several of these fine
performances!
April
16
21
25-29
26
27
28
29
May
2-6
3
5
6

HISD Beginning Choir Festival – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Level 1 Dance Showcase – 6 p.m.
Theatre Shows – all class periods
Theatre Evening Performance – 6:30 p.m.
Orchestra Spring Concert (all orchestras) – 7 p.m.
Advanced Theatre Show – 7 p.m.
Theatre Evening Performance – 6:30 p.m.
Mariachi/Handbells Spring Concert – 7 p.m.
Studio Dance Series – All Class Periods
Guitar Concert – 7 p.m.
Choir Spring Concert – 6 p.m.
Dance Choreographers Showcase – 7 p.m.
(Items pulled from regular calendar at press time.)
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WELCOMING NEW JOHNSTON MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILIES!
We have several upcoming events to help acquaint new families with JMS and give them the opportunity
to ask questions or make other preparations to get a head start on the Fall. If you know of a new student
starting at JMS for the 2016-17 school year, please remind him/her and their families about these events.
We want them to come and feel at home. Upcoming welcoming events include:

Incoming Parent Coffee at JMS
Thursday, April 21, from 8:30-10 a.m.
Our PTO and school administration have invited the parents of incoming 6th graders and other incoming
JMS students to join us for coffee and conversation. Members of the administration will be on hand to
share important information and answer questions. The PTO members will be available to answer
questions about how they serve JMS. New parents will also be able to purchase their student’s 1st middle
school uniform t-shirt. They will be able learn how to get involved and join the PTO.

A Sample of Evening Spring Performances at Johnston
Incoming fine arts students and parents can see they made the right decision in choosing JMS by coming
to one or several concerts/performances.
See “There’s no business like show business or, in this case, the JMS fine
arts performance calendar!” ( page 5) or check the magnet calendar
(http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/89307) for performance details.

Family Social at Cue’s Burgers at 10423 S. Post Oak Rd.
Thursday, May 19, from 5-8 p.m.
This event will give new families and students a head start on meeting new school friends. We hope this
will help ease any anxiety they may have about starting at a new school.
Cue’s Burgers is a great supporter of JMS – owned by alumni. The food is delicious. Come, purchase
dinner and mingle with members of the current, old and new JMS Family!

Summer 6th Grade Social
There will be a 6th grade student-only event during the late summer! It will be a lot of fun and a great
opportunity for new students to bond with their fellow classmates. Details will be announced later.

Racing toward success!
JMS Greyhound ~ 4-15-16
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Box Tops Winners Announced!
CONGRATULATIONS to …..
Daniel Cohen (House J)
Iyana Vital (House M)
Ilana Goldshtein (House S)
Amanda Hassel (House G)
These students were the winners of our Spring Box Tops
drawing. They each received a Baskin Robbins gift card.
Thanks to everyone’s efforts, we collected over 10,000 Box
Tops this school year!

Ilana Goldshtein & Daniel Cohen

~~~~~
ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
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QUESTIONS? Email us at www.jostens.com or call 1.877.767.5217.
Ms. Arsham - Yearbook
tarsham@houstonisd.org

~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at JMS
be at school on time, 8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day.
Being present and punctual are important now and will continue to
be important in the business world and life in general. Build these
habits now!
JMS Greyhound ~ 4-15-16
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Action for Apes Challenge:
Recycle your non-working cellphone!
Johnston Middle School is participating in the Houston Zoo’s “Action for Apes” Campaign. From now
until “APE-ril (April) 30th, you can drop off your old, non-working, no longer under contract cellphones
and chargers to room 234 (Mrs. Sendejas’ room) or library for recycling. The Houston Zoo has recycled
4,000 cellphones in the last 3 years and, with your help, we can make that number MUCH bigger! So far,
we have collected over 50 devices….AWESOME! But, we are not done.
Your contribution has a direct effect on the habitats in Texas and Africa. Be part of something amazing!
Also, the school or organization that recycles the most cellphones by April 30, 2016 will receive a unique
painting done by one of the Zoo’s gorilla troops.

~~~~~
April 15 through May 6, 2016
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
22-23
23
25
25-29
26

27
28
29

May
2
2-6
3
4
5
6

HISD Beginning Choir Festival – 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Cool Brains - Author Day – 1:30 to 5:30 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
PTO Meeting - 8:30 a.m.

EARLY DISMISSAL! 1:35 P.M.!
Level 1 Dance Showcase – 6 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
Alamo Showcase of Music –San Antonio
Dance Performance at Miller Outdoor Theatre – 8 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
Theatre Shows – all class periods
Orchestra Final Parent Meeting of the year - 6 p.m.
Theatre Evening Performance – 6:30 p.m.
Orchestra Spring Concert (All orchestras) – 7 p.m.
Advanced Theatre Show – 7 p.m.
HISD’s 4th Annual Special Olympics Field Day – Middle School – 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Theatre Evening Performance – 6:30 p.m.
Malpaso Dance Company (Havana,Cuba) Adv. Master Class – 2:45 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
Mariachi/Handbells Spring Concert – 7 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
KickStart Belt Ceremony – 6 p.m.
Studio Dance Series – All Class Periods
Guitar Concert – 7 p.m.
STAAR Algebra EOC
Choir Spring Concert – 6 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
Dance Choreographers Showcase – 7 p.m.
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Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.

~~~~~
PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator

jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality
Neli Davalos: Uniforms

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC
Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: After-Care
Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound Newsletter

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Wenden Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer
Bunch at jetabunch@gmail.com, or Greyhound Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Johnston Middle School is located at 10410 Mahattan Dr., Houston, TX
77096
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