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ORCHESTRA SHINES IN TWO CONTESTS!
The JMS Orchestras, 6th period and 4th, both won SWEEPSTAKES at the Texas Music Educators
Association (TMEA) Region 23 University Interscholastic League (UIL) Contest on April 14.
“SWEEPSTATES” means both orchestras earned ones (perfect scores!) from the judges. This is an
especially intense contest and Region 23 has many excellent orchestras. It makes the SWEEPSTAKES
win even finer! The orchestras were judged on performance and also sight reading.
Congratulations musicians and directors!

The JMS Advanced Orchestra (6th period) competed and earned perfect scores across all categories at the
Alamo Showcase of Music by Directors’ Choice Music Events on Friday, April 22, at the Judson
Performing Arts Center Theater in San Antonio!
According to Chaperon Anne Anderson, “The JMS orchestra got perfect scores. They sounded great!
Judges thought they were a high school orchestra and were amazed at the ‘half acre of cellos’ as they put
it.”
After its triumphant performance, the orchestra checked into its hotel, its members changed clothes and
visited the San Antonio River Walk. They later regrouped at the Hard Rock Café for a celebratory dinner.
On Saturday, the group went to Six Flags Fiesta Texas for a day of fun.
Late in the day, there was an awards ceremony at the Lone Star Lil’s Amphitheater. The JMS Advanced
Orchestra was given all trophies earned at Alamo Showcase of Music: Superior, Outstanding in Class,
and Overall Outstanding.
The happy, very tired students, directors and chaperones arrived at the JMS parking lot at 12:45 a.m.
Sunday. Expect to hear stories from their musical triumph and Six Flags adventure.
Musicians, you have listened and learned from your directors amazingly well. Congratulations on your
trophies!
Mr. A and Dr. Grube, you have directed JMS musicians to astonishing heights! Congratulations and
thank you!
B. Haverkamp
(See photos page 2)

~~~~~

STAAR = State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness
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Orchestra rehearsal at Judson Performing Arts Center Theater

“ half acre of celli”

Dinner at the Hard Rock

Dr. Grube, Mr. Reid, JMSOPA President,
two students, Mr. Altamirano

Dr. Grube and Mr. Altamirano front row/JMS Advanced Orchestra students behind them proudly hoisting
their newly won Alamo Showcase of Music trophies!

~~~~~
ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
(I keep including this as an “aria” is defined as “A solo vocal piece with instrumental accompaniment, as in an
opera.” [www.yourdictionary.com] To hear that students are going to ARIA never registers right the first time I
hear it. Peculiar acronym. I suspect I’m not alone in my thinking. Editor)
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Congratulations 2016 JMS Yearbook Staff!
Winner of
THE NATIONAL YEARBOOK PROGRAM
OF EXCELLENCE AWARD!
The JMS Yearbook Staff of 40 students continually strive to create a great yearbook for the JMS Family
and are dedicated to helping JMS shine. This award recognizes the JMS staff as one that excels in the
creation and distribution of its yearbook, and meets important and difficult criteria including: advanced
design, coverage, deadlines, creating an inclusive yearbook, generating school engagement, and
successfully managing the yearbook creation process by the Yearbook Adviser. They created a book that
means something to all students and includes the vast majority of the student body. They put so much
time, effort and love into the yearbook and enjoy the masterpiece that is created. Meeting the yearbook
deadlines is a very important part of the yearbook creation process, and ensures the delivery of books on
time and a book full of information, pictures, and so much more to last a lifetime for all members of
Johnston Middle School for the Performing & Visual Arts.
Congratulations to Ms. Tobi Arsham, Yearbook Adviser & Art Teacher, and her current staff on an
extremely successful year! This is not an easy award to win; only five schools in the greater Houston area
won this award this year out of hundreds of schools.

Library News
Overdue Books:
It’s time to turn in your books! If you have any overdue books, NOW is the time to turn them in. All
books and materials are due back to the library by Friday, May 13th. Fines will be forgiven for any books
that are turned in before that date.
Anthology Update:
Mr. Smith is working on compiling our FABULOUS entries. There will be an author party and unveiling
once the book is published. You will not want to miss out on the incredible work of our talented writers
and artists. Be on the lookout for an order form!
Celeste Cooper, Librarian
http://tinyurl.com/JohnstonMiddleSchoolLibrary

~~~~~
Beautification update
The grass is growing! It's amazing to see the landscape changing in front of the school. So green, so
vibrant!
We continue to need volunteers to help with removing weeds and watering the plants. If you are in the
area, please feel free to help us maintain our school beautiful!
Wendy Caldwell
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
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8th Grade Students & Parents:
It is almost time for the 8th Grade Students’ celebrations at Johnston Middle School! One of the events
is the 8th Grade Dance - Purple & Gray Gala Scheduled for Friday, May 13th from 7 to 10 p.m. in the JMS
Cafeteria
8th Grade Parents: To make the 8th grade dance a success we need donations of candy, sodas, and
water bottles. Items can be dropped off in Ms. Aust room (T-12) now through Friday, May 13th. Please
use the following link to sign up for donations.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0d48a9ae28a7f85-candy/910582
Thank you for your continued support! If you have any questions, please contact
Ellen Tagtmeier at etagtmeier@comcast.net or 713-504-8197.
We also need 7th grade parents to chaperone the 8th grade dance. Please use the following link to sign up
to help.
www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E0D48A9AE28A7F85-7thgrade
If you have any questions, please contact Ellen Tagtmeier at etagtmeier@comcast.net or 713-504-8197.

THERE ARE 7 PAGES OF INFORMATION SPECIFICALLY COVERING THE FINAL 8TH
GRADE ACTIVITIES AT THE END OF THIS NEWSLETTER. IF YOU HAVE AN 8TH
GRADER, PLEASE READ.
8th Grade Graduation Ceremony
Save the date! The 8th grade graduation ceremony is on Monday, May 23rd, at 10 a.m. at the Butler
Stadium Field House.
The 8th grade students will take buses from JMS to Butler Stadium. After the graduation ceremony, JMS
students can leave with their parents (after getting on their assigned bus and being “checked out” - there
will be a form to sign indicating if a student is leaving with a parent or going back to JMS on the bus) or
go back to JMS on the bus.

~~~~~
PTO Meeting – April 28, 2016
Items discussed at PTO Meeting:
President Jennifer Bunch started the meeting the need for more volunteers for 2016-17. The PTO has
accomplished many things this year, thanks to dedicated parent volunteers, and the need will be even
greater next year.
Beautification Day was really successful. The front of the school looks so welcoming now.
The Paper Drive has been a success, but also brought out many negative opinions in light of the HISD
$107 million budget shortfall vs the timing of the costly renaming of the school. The Paper Drive will
resume in the Fall.
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JMS’s new name. The subject remains in limbo. A name was given to the HISD Board for approval,
then the subject was removed from the April Board agenda. It is solely up to the Board to decide on the
name.
Future school uniforms will be printed “Greyhounds” only. No school name will be indicated. Old
name school t-shirts and polo shirts will be grandfathered.
Ms. Godwin, Counselor’s Office, announced that ALL course selection for the upcoming school year is
ONLINE. Students have already been told. Parents should expect a robo-call from Mr. Sanders
regarding the process.
To make course selections, go to http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513, click “staff”, click “counselors”,
click “Course selection for (grade year) grade”, which brings up “8th Grade Magnet Course Selections”
and “8th grade non-magnet course selection.” Click on the appropriate title and find a Survey Monkey
link. Click it and fill in the form. Direct questions to the Counselor’s office.
The start and end time to the school day will shift come Fall semester. The new start time is 8 a.m.;
the end time is 3:25 p.m. JMS will remain on the 10 block system.
KickStart will become an elective in the Fall. The situation is fluid. Bureaucratic red tape is involved.
(Kind of like Bill Clinton saying “it depends on what the definition of ‘is’ is.) This prompted questions
from parents who like the KickStart program very much.
There will be Math Bridge classes during the summer. Students will be offered classes based on their
pre-assessments for Pre-Algebra. There are 3 levels of classes. The bridge classes are to remedy the
math curriculum gap created by the State Board of Education’s massive shift begun the 2014-15 school
year.
Mr. Sanders arrived and confirmed the name change is in flux. There has been no final decision.
Regarding the rains and flooding and HISD’s school cancellations. Sanders reported that there will be
no need to adjust the calendar for make-up days. None will be required by the State.
He rattled off a string of honors and awards earned by the JMS sports teams and cheerleaders. JMS has
had a stellar year from the athletic POV. There have been KickStart honors, too, and even more fine arts
honors.
The first week of May will be Teacher Appreciation Week. Teachers will be feted with a luncheon on
Tuesday and a special coffee service on Wednesday in addition to other recognitions during the week.
President Bunch resumed. There are many PTO positions needing to be filled. There are several key
positions that have been held this year by 8th grade parents. As their offspring move up to high school,
they are leaving, too.
PTO OFFICERS: President, 1st Vice President, two 2nd Vice Presidents, Secretary, VIPS Coordinator,
and Treasurer.
PTO COMMITTEES/CHAIR(S): Fundraising, Membership, Eighth Grade Celebrations,
Hospitality/Teacher Appreciation, Publicity/Advertising Co-Chairs, Uniform Shirt Sales, two SDMC,
Magnet Awareness, After School Program, Beautification, Title I Parent Liaison, Teacher Liaison,
Greyhound Newsletter, and Greyhound IT.

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16

Page 5

Mindy Cox [mindy@coxclan.com] is the head of the nominating committee. If you have the time to take
on a board position, please contact her!
Per Sanders: Eighth Grade Math teacher Clara Yates has been chosen as Teacher of the Year. There will
be a banquet honoring all of the teachers of the year later in May. Congratulations, Ms. Yates!
NO PLACE FOR HATE is having its 15th anniversary at JMS.
JMS will be hiring a new Magnet Coordinator for the Fall semester.
With that bit of news, the meeting ended. Members flocked to the large array of delicious muffins,
brownies, fruits and beverages set out by Susan Phillips, PTO Hospitality Chair. Thank you, Susan!
Barbara Haverkamp

~~~~~
COOL BRAINS: Kate DiCamillo
Renowned author Kate DiCamillo informed and charmed the Cool Brains audience at its presentation
JMS on Sunday, April 17th. The auditorium was packed. Kate DiCamillo, who earned Newberry Medals
for both Because of Winn Dixie and Flora and Ulysses, is known for her knack for personification and
inspiring elementary school age readers. She told of her personal history and how it triggered the subjects
of her books. One book, Because of Winn Dixie, is set in Florida, where she grew up. She was inspired
to write the story during snowy, frigid winter in Minnesota where she now lives. As a child, she’d lived
down the street from a Winn Dixie and, as she sat in frozen Minnesota, she was thinking how nice it
would be to have a dog. And so she wrote. Her readers loved it!
Regarding the writing experience, she said, the first thing each day, she write two pages before doing
anything else. She said she agrees with Dorothy Parker’s reflection on being an author. “I hate writing, I
love having written.”
DiCamillo took myriad questions from the audience. A good 80% of the questions came from students.
She finally had to stop answering questions to allow time for signing books.
And interesting touch -- the Cool Brains people, in honor of National Poetry Month, had Inprint buskers
(street performers) in the front foyer. As a person came into school, they could give a busker a subject,
and later, as they exited the presentation, they could pick up a newly written poem just for them.
Cool Brains, presented by Inprint, will be back in the Fall with a new author to present. Be on the
lookout!
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at JMS
be at school on time, 8:20 a.m., and prepared for class every day.
Being present and punctual are important now and will continue to
be important in the business world and life in general. Build these
habits now!
JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16
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COURSE SELECTION ONLINE!
ALL course selection for the upcoming school year is ONLINE. Students have already been informed.
To make course selections or to double-check your student’s course selections, go to
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513, click “staff”, click “counselors”, click “Course selection for
(grade year) grade”, which brings up “8th Grade Magnet Course Selections” and “8th grade non-magnet
course selection.” Click on the appropriate title and find a Survey Monkey link. Click it and fill in the
form. Please direct your questions to the JMS Counselor’s office.

~~~~~
The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (ACP) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to the
PTO, which benefits the school, as well as your children.
Whether students need help with homework or just a friendly chat, ACP teachers are there for them.

Mr. Green and Jorge

Ms. Mitchell and Lucas

Ms. Vershier and Jorge

Ms. Calvin and Myrakle

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.
If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff, PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~
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WELCOMING NEW JOHNSTON MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILIES!
We have two more upcoming events to help acquaint new families with JMS and give them the
opportunity to ask questions or make other preparations to get a head start on the Fall. If you
know of a new student starting at JMS for the 2016-17 school year, please remind him/her and
their families about these events. We want them to come and feel at home. Upcoming
welcoming events include:

Family Social at Cue’s Burgers at 10423 S. Post Oak Rd.
Thursday, May 19, from 5-8 p.m.

This event will give new families and students a head start on meeting new school friends. We
hope this will help ease any anxiety they may have about starting at a new school.
Cue’s Burgers is a great supporter of JMS – owned by alumni. The food is delicious. Come,
purchase dinner and mingle with members of the current, old and new JMS Family!

Summer 6th Grade Social
There will be a 6th grade student-only event during the late summer! It will be a lot of fun and a
great opportunity for new students to bond with their fellow classmates. Details will be
announced later.
Racing toward success!

Racing toward success!
~~~~~
There’s no business like show business or, in this case,
the JMS Fine Arts Performance Calendar!
As the flowers bloom in spring, so, too, do our students. Come to one or several of these fine
performances!
May
2-6
3
5
6
12
14-15

Studio Dance Series – All Class Periods
Guitar Concert – 7 p.m.
Choir Spring Concert – 6 p.m.
Dance Choreographers Showcase – 7 p.m.
Spring Choir Concert - 6 p.m.
Dance Performance @ Midtown Arts & Theater Center –
Next Generation Dance Festival
17
Orchestra Concerto (Adv. 6th period only) – 7 p.m.
18
Band Concert (all levels ensembles) – 7 p.m.
20-21 Varsity Pop Show – 6 p.m.

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16

Page 8

PLEASE NOTE: SCHOOL DAY TIME CHANGE!
Starting Fall Semester 2016, the hours school is in session will change. The new schedule
is:
School start time - 8 a.m.
School dismissal - 3:25 p.m.
JMS will remain on the 10 block system.





QUESTIONS? Email us at www.jostens.com or call 1.877.767.5217.

No, it’s not too late. I would like to stress that there are over 1700 students at JMS and only about 200
yearbooks left for sale. So, don’t miss out, because we will sell out.
Ms. Arsham – Yearbook, tarsham@houstonisd.org
JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16
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Contact JMS Athletics Department for more information.

~~~~~
May 1 through May 20, 2016
May
2

JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
KickStart Belt Ceremony – 6 p.m.
2-6
Studio Dance Series – All Class Periods
3
Guitar Concert – 7 p.m.
4
STAAR Algebra EOC
5
Cheer Practice/Clinic – 4 p.m.
Choir Spring Concert – 6 p.m.
6
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
Dance Choreographers Showcase – 7 p.m.
9
STAAR - 6th-7th grade Math/8th Math re-test
10
STAAR - 6th-7th grade Reading/8th Reading re-test
11
STAAR - 8th grade Science
12
STAAR - 8th grade Social Studies
Cheer Practice/Clinic – 4 p.m.
Spring Choir Concert - 6 p.m.
13
STAAR re-test
National Jr. Honor Society Induction – 9 a.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
8th Grade Dance – 7-10 p.m.
14-15 Dance Performance @ Midtown Arts & Theater Center – Next Generation Dance Festival
16-17 Algebra Final Exam
16
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
UIL Athletic Physicals – 4 p.m.
Cheer Practice/Clinic – 4 p.m.
17
Immunization Outreach – 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Evening PTO Meeting - 7 p.m.
Orchestra Concerto (Adv. 6th period only) – 7 p.m.
18
Magnet Reward Trip to Dave & Buster’s – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Main Event – House 7M
Band Concert (all levels ensembles) – 7 p.m.
19
7th Grade Reward Field Trip to Pleasure Pier – 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
20
8th Grade Class trip to Wet & Wild Splash Town – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16
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Incredible Pizza – 6S – 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
It’z – 6M – 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
20-21 Varsity Pop Show – 6 p.m.
Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.

~~~~~

Local stores support Johnston!
Randalls, Kroger and AmazonSmiles each made donations to JMS over the last year based on the
percentage of sales of people purchasing items from each.
Our Box Tops for Education program has brought in a tidy sum. Please keep collecting Box Tops and
over the summer, too.
Just by doing what you do every day, SHOPPING, you earned a nice sum of money for the JMS PTO.
That money gets put back into your child's school! Thank you for supporting JMS PTO!
Please take some time to link your Randall's and Kroger cards to their rewards programs. Both stores
offer a cash donation to the PTO based on your purchases each quarter.
At the JMS PTO website under “fundraising”, http://www.ptojms.org/fundraising.html, there are
complete instructions for linking various retail accounts, Randall’s, Kroger, Target, and AmazonSmiles,
to JMS and also instructions on collecting proofs of purchase for Box Tops for Education, Tyson Project
A+, and Campbell’s Labels for Education. Click on the icon of your choice and get full information on
its subject.

~~~~~

EXPIRED BOX TOPS
Did you know that Box Tops expire?
Box Tops submitted after their printed expiration date are considered void and are not honored by Box
Tops for Education.
Since Summer will be approaching soon, please help support our school by turning in any Box Tops that
you have with a Summer expiration date. There’s no need in saving them for the Fall because they will be
invalid and will not count.
JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16
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Throwing away expired Box Tops would be the same thing as throwing away free money!
If you have any Box Tops that are about to expire, please start submitting them now so that we can get
credit. We will be turning in all Box Tops we’ve collected by the end of May.
Please have your student drop off their Box Tops in one of the collection bins located in the school library
or in the purple mail box marked “Box Tops for Education” near the front office.
Thank you for your continued your support.

~~~~~
CONTACT INFORMATION

PTO BOARD POSITIONS
Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator

jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality
Neli Davalos: Uniforms

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC
Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: After-Care
Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound Newsletter

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Wenden Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer
Bunch at jetabunch@gmail.com, or Greyhound Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Johnston Middle School is located at 10410 Mahattan Dr., Houston, TX
77096

~~~~~
The following 7 pages are for 8 grade Student Year End Activities only!
th

Parents can also find the information, forms and permission slips on the JMC website under
“Announcements” at the link called “UPDATED: Click Here for the 8th Grade Information Packet.”

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16

Page 12

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16

Page 13

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16

Page 14

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-1-16

Page 15

Purple and Gray Gala
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Must be submitted on or before May 12, 2016

Payment or school-paid receipt must be submitted with
permission slip!
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Debe ser presentado en o anks del 5/12/16

El pago or recibo de School Pay deben presentarse con forma
de permiso.
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For Splashtown only!
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