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GREYHOUND NEWS
May 15, 2016

There was an induction ceremony for new members of the National Junior Honor Society for 2016-2017
on May 13, 2016. Spring semester of 7th grade a student may fill out an application. Acceptance into the
NJHS is based on five ideals: Scholarship – 90% cumulative average; Leadership; Service; Character;
and Citizenship as demonstrated by activities and teacher recommendations. Congratulations to the
following students:
Naideen Alcid
Summer Ames
Sydney Bertrand
Triniti Boson
Tabari Bowser
Erin Brooks
Myles Brown
Chrislyn Brownlow Ballard
Katherine Butler
Ambar Caldwell
Emily Chapin
Maya Chorn
Julian Cotom
Alina Coulter
Angelina Davalos
Andrew Donovan
Jonah Dove
Shelby Edison
Michelle Ejimofor

William Eugene-Onyejiaka
Noah Friedman
Morgan Garrett
Marwan Ghonima
Jocarmenne Gulimlim
Ana Heron
Mar Hinestroza
Jaylenn Holmes
Madeleine Magsamen-Hillerbrand
Caleb Martinez
Divya Mathews
Kalkeedan Mekonnen
Jacqueline Montemayor
Trinity Mosier
Abigail Nitsch
Olivia Nixon
Sarah Onyeanu
Anaya Parker
Luzia Quigley

Nathan Reedstrom
Maryfer Rodriguez
Ellaynna Rodriguez
Eric Rosen
Alexander Saggi
Samantha Sangerman
Rory Schoech
Canary Simmons
Payton Smith
Katherine Stewart
Madeline Vanlandingham
Anana Walker
Camara White
Ellis Wilkins-Haverkamp
Mackenzie Wilson
Muzyk Young
Alissar Youssef

Mitzi Levine & Darrell Fortin - NJHS teacher sponsors for 2015-16
Jason Flores - NJHS teacher sponsor for 2016-17
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JMS 8th Grade Celebration
Date: Monday, May 23, 2016
Time: 10:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m.
Location: Butler Stadium
13755 S. Main St.
Seating: Family and friends may sit on either side of the stadium.
NOTE: No balloons, bullhorns and flowers are permitted in the stadium.
There will be an area reserved for picture taking.
Dress Code: All students: No pants, slacks or skirts with holes or tears. No shirts or t-shirts with obscene,
vulgar language, profanity, or inappropriate messages. No shorts may be worn, and pants and skirts need
to be worn at the waist. No hats or bandanas are allowed. Girls: No halter tops, spaghetti straps, midriff
blouses, backless shirts or dresses and no skirts or dresses with hemlines or slits above the knee.
NOTE: Students who are participating in the ceremony must ride the school bus to Butler Stadium. Bus
transportation to Butler Stadium permission slips went home last week. They are due May 18 to science
teachers. Students without a signed release must return to Johnston on the bus.
If you need additional information, please contact Ms. C. Johnson or Mr. A. DeWalt at 713.726.3616 or
cjohnso8@houstonisd.org or adewalt2@houstonisd.org

~~~~~
8th Grade Dance a Hit!
We are sending out a BIG thanks to all of the JMS parents, teachers, staff and especially Ms. Kristen Aust
for all of their hard work to make the 8th grade dance a HUGE success! The kids had a GREAT time!
Ellen Tagtmeier and Ruthie Piller, PTO 8th Grade Celebrations Co-Chairs

~~~~~
COURSE SELECTION ONLINE!
ALL course selection for the upcoming school year is ONLINE. Students have already been informed.
To make course selections or to double-check your student’s course selections, go to
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513, click “staff”, click “counselors”, click “Course selection for
(grade year) grade”, which brings up “8th Grade Magnet Course Selections” and “8th grade non-magnet
course selection.” Click on the appropriate title and find a Survey Monkey link. Click it and fill in the
form. Please direct your questions to the JMS Counselor’s office.

~~~~~
PLEASE NOTE: SCHOOL DAY TIME CHANGES!
Starting Fall Semester 2016, the hours school is in session will change. The new schedule
is:
School start time - 8 a.m.
School dismissal - 3:25 p.m.
JMS will remain on the 10 block system.
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Duke Talent Identification Program Results!
Congratulations to the 47 JMS seventh graders who were recognized by the Duke Talent
Identification Program. The students took the SAT at Westbury High School the morning of
January 21. HISD paid for this opportunity. We are so very pleased with how well our students
did. Our Duke Talent Identification Program students are:
Fidel Argueta (ST)
Sydney Bertrand
Erin Brooks (ST)
Myles Brown
Mason Brown (ST & GR)
Katherine Butler (ST)
Ayla Castillo
Chase Chavez
Louise Cohen
Daniel Cohen
Alina Coulter
Andrew Donovan (ST)
Jonah Dove (ST)
Shelby Edison (ST)
Alayna Evans
Paige Fly (ST)

Marwan Ghonima (ST)
Madelyn Glover
Aliza Gongora
Jocarmenne Gulimlim
Rory Johnson
Caleb Martinez
Divya Mathews
Nia McGee
Jacqueline Montemayor
Trinity Mosier (ST)
Abigail Nitsch
Olivia Nixon (ST)
Denisse Novoa Vides
Brian Ochoa Escobar
Maya Ollagnon
Vivian Pang (ST)

Luzia Quigley (ST)
Nathan Reedstrom
Nadiya Richardson
Eric Rosen
Tobias Rytting
Alexander Saggi (ST)
Geraldine Sanchez Medina
Samantha Sangerman
Katherine Stewart (ST)
Madeline Vanlandingham
(ST)
Katia Villalobos
Ellis Wilkins-Haverkamp
Mackenzie Wilson
Courtney Young
Zachary Zurita

(ST) = State Recognized with ceremony at select schools across Texas
(GR) = Grand Recognized with ceremony at Duke University

~~~~~
The Week of Theatre Presentations
I've said it before and I'll say it again. I want to know where some of our JMS thespians will be in 10
years. I can’t imagine them NOT being on stage somewhere. Truly!
The week of April 25-29, our many theatre classes performed during their class periods. This review is of
the performance by the 7th grade class at 1:20 p.m. on April 27th. The play: “The Mysterious Case of the
Fallen Egg”, by playwright Joseph Robinette.
The main character was Sam Scoop, a private detective and son of Sam Shovel, grandson of Sam Spade
(Sam Spade is a fictional private detective and the protagonist of several Dashiell Hammett novels in the
1930s.) He was assisting the police in finding out who pushed Humpty Dumpty off his wall.
Scoop was played by Rory Johnson and had the majority of the dialogue. He did not miss a cue. There
was not a single "Ahhh" or "hmm" over the course of the show. He had a lock on the entire thing. Other
performers, Mother Goose, Peter Rabbit’s sisters, Little Bo-Peep, Mary Quite Contrary, All the King’s
Horses & All the King’s Men and other nursery rhyme characters were spot on, issuing their various
alibis and innocence for why they had not pushed Humpty Dumpty off the wall. There were no straight
lines in finding the culprit, but he eventually was found!
Much of the dialogue was hilarious with allusions to past mystery stories and plays. The play was full of
allusions and puns. Even a Prince pun (may he rest in peace). The audience laughed, though sometimes
with a pause as they made cultural connections.
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After the show, Ms. Davidson, theatre teacher, told me she needed to explain to the students the
background on some of the puns. For instance, "Here's looking at you kid" comes from the famous movie
CASABLANCA. Few, if any, 12-13 year olds would have known that or spoken the line properly
without the additional information about its source.
I thoroughly enjoy this performance. Great job, thespians! Great job, Ms. Davidson!
Barbara Haverkamp

~~~~~
Library News

Celeste Cooper, Librarian
http://tinyurl.com/JohnstonMiddleSchoolLibrary

~~~~~
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Monday STAAR Stress!
Where a number of people are wary of bad things happening on Friday the 13th, Monday, May 9, 2016,
was no easy day either. The week would end with Friday the 13th.
Set in stone on the calendar by the State Board of Education approximately a year ago, STAAR (State of
Texas Assessment of Academic Readiness) testing was scheduled for the entire week starting on May 9th.
The STAAR exams for grades 6 & 7 Math and 8th grade Math re-testing were slated for Monday.
Tuesday testing was for grades 6 & 7 Reading and 8th grade Reading re-testing. Wednesday testing was
for 8th grade Science. Thursday was slated for 8th grade Social Studies. Friday was slated for general retesting.
At 9:29 a.m. on Monday, an HISD robo-call came to my phone stating that there was a power outage at
school. Parents were not to worry. The message:
This morning our campus experienced a power outage due to the inclement weather. Please know, all
students are safe, maintenance crews are working on the problem and we hope to get power restored
soon. In the meantime, school is continuing as normal. Thankfully our classrooms have windows
providing lots of natural light allowing teaching and learning to continue.
I later found the same voice message in my emails and also a second message from MySchoolAnywhere
stating:
Attention Parents:
From Mr. Sanders -- Power is out at Johnston at this time. The administration will not check students
out.
Power will be back up around 9:45 according to Reliant.
We will start testing at that time.
Then at 10:14 a.m, in came a robo-call from Mr. Sanders reporting the power was back on.
On a day when we parents are supposed to make sure our students come to school well-rested, bright,
shiny and ready to take the crucial STAAR test, the test results making or breaking many a teacher’s
career, the power outage was a one unexpected, unnecessary, undeserved occurrence.
Testing the rest of the week was uneventful. Friday the 13th was a pussycat.
Barbara Haverkamp

~~~~~
There’s no business like show business or, in this case,
the JMS Fine Arts Performance Calendar!
As the flowers bloom in spring, so, too, do our students. Come to one or several of these fine
performances!
May
15

Dance Performance @ Midtown Arts & Theater Center –
Next Generation Dance Festival
17
Orchestra Concerto (Adv. 6th period only) – 7 p.m.
18
Band Concert (all levels ensembles) – 7 p.m.
20-21 4th Annual Pop Show – 7 p.m.
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4th Annual Pop Show
Friday & Saturday, May 20 & 21
Curtain time - 7 p.m.
Tickets sold during all lunches beginning
Monday, May 16.
Advanced sales: Student tickets are $5 and adult
tickets are $8.
All tickets at the door are $10.
The Pop Show is the varsity choir students’ final performance of the year, showcasing each of the
individual choirs, as well as combined numbers with all 123 eligible varsity students. Additionally, some
students auditioned for solos and small ensembles, which are featured throughout the show. The first half
of the performance features pop music, with the second half highlighting music from musicals and
movies.
This unique performance opportunity during our school year serves to give varsity students a chance to
“show their stuff” in a different way. Audiences will be amazed – yet again! – by their stellar talent!
L. Conner, Choir Director

~~~~~

Thank you to everyone who donated an old or non-working mobile device to the Action for Apes
Campaign! Our efforts to help minimize the destruction that is taking place in the African Congo has not
gone unnoticed. Although it is unlikely that we will be winning the grand prize, a one-of-a-kind painting
done by one of the Houston Zoo’s gorilla troops, we have collected over 200 devices! It is so great to be
part of such an awesome program. I look forward to participating in the Action for Apes Campaign again
next year! Once again, thank you.
Mrs. Sendejas
World Cultures-6th grade - House S

~~~~~
Proposed Academic calendar for 2016-17
The new tentative calendar for the upcoming school year can be found at
https://www.scribd.com/doc/289352785/HISD-Proposed-Calendar-2016-17
The 1ST day for students of the 2016-17 school year is August 22, 2016!

~~~~~

ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
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The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at JMS is a PTO-sponsored program – so all money goes right back to
the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
What a great year we have had! It’s time to say good-bye to our 8th graders. Thanks for being part of our
program while at JMS! We wish you the best going forward and hope you have a great high school
experience!

2016 - 8th Grade Graduates!

==
Kevin Dang

==
Aliya Jackson

==
Timothy Lavallais

Bryce Phelps

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in
option. Rates and other information are available at http://www.ptojms.org/after-care.html.
If you are interested in participating in ACP, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff
PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~
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JMS YEARBOOKS ARE HERE!
JMS YEARBOOKS LOOK AMAZING!
JMS YEARBOOK WON THE NATIONAL YEARBOOK AWARD OF EXCELELENCE!
EXTRA COPIES WERE ORDERED!
Pick-up your LAST “JMS” Yearbook in the cafeteria school mornings
7:40AM-8:10AM
or
e-mail Ms. Arsham: tarsham@houstonisd.org

~~~~~
From the PTO President
I would like to thank the PTO Board and our many, many volunteers for helping this school year. From
the BASH, to the all-school musical, CINDERELLA, to the many concerts, performances, chaperoning of
field trips, to beautification around the school, assisting with magnet auditions, fundraising,
communication, IT and more, your help has been invaluable. You’ve eased the stress levels for the entire
Johnston Family be they administrators, teachers, students and other parents. You have helped get the job
done. Your work has benefited all. Your generosity of spirit has been a glowing example for our
students to follow. Again, thank you!
The school year is ending. Our graduating 8th graders are moving up to various high schools and taking
their wonderful volunteering parents with them. Please know that we will be needing new volunteers to
take their places. There are currently some board positions vacant. If you are interested, please contact
Mindy Cox at mindy@coxclan.com.
It has been my privilege to serve as the PTO President this year. Thank you for your confidence and
assistance.
Jennifer Bunch
JMS Greyhound ~ 5-15-16
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Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts Middle School
It’s official as of the HISD Board meeting on May 12th. Trustees voted and Johnston Middle School in
future will be known as Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts Middle School.
As stated in 5/1/16 newsletter: Future school uniforms will be printed “Greyhounds” only. No school
name will be indicated. Old name school t-shirts and polo shirts will be grandfathered.

So long Albert Sidney Johnston!

~~~~~
WELCOMING NEW JOHNSTON MIDDLE SCHOOL MEYERLAND
PERFORMING AND VISUAL ARTS MIDDLE SCHOOL FAMILIES!
We have two more upcoming events to help acquaint new families with JMS MPVAMS and give them
the opportunity to ask questions or make other preparations to get a head start on the Fall. If you know of
a new student starting at JMS MPVAMS for the 2016-17 school year, please remind him/her and their
families about these events. We want them to come and feel at home. Upcoming welcoming events
include:

Family Social at Cue’s Burgers at 10423 S. Post Oak Rd.
Thursday, May 19, from 5-8 p.m.
This event will give new families and students a head start on meeting new school friends. We hope this
will help ease any anxiety they may have about starting at a new school. Current families please come to
Cue’s to celebrate the end of the year and welcome our new families. NJHS students, this is the place for
your end of the year social!

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-15-16

Page 9

Cue’s Burgers is a great supporter of JMS MPVAMS – owned by alumni. The food is delicious. Come,
purchase dinner and mingle with members of the current, old and new JMS MPVAMS Family!

Summer 6th Grade Social
There will be a 6th grade student-only event during the late summer! It will be a lot of fun and a great
opportunity for new students to bond with their fellow classmates. Details will be announced later.

Racing toward success!
~~~~~
May 15 through May 25, 2016
May
15
Dance Performance @ Midtown Arts & Theater Center – Next Generation Dance Festival
16-17 Algebra Final Exam
16
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
UIL Athletic Physicals – 4 p.m.
Cheer Practice/Clinic – 4 p.m.
Evening PTO Meeting – 6:30 p.m.
17
Student Council End of Year trip to It’z – 8:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
Immunization Outreach – 9:30 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Orchestra Concerto (Adv. 6th period only) – 7 p.m.
18
Main Event – House 7M
Swim Team End of Year celebration 12:30 to 3:45 p.m.
Band Concert (all levels ensembles) – 7 p.m.
20
7th Grade Reward Field Trip to Pleasure Pier – 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
8th Grade Class trip to Wet & Wild Splash Town – 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Incredible Pizza – 6S – 9:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
It’z – 6G – 9 a.m. to 2:15 p.m.
It’z – 6M – 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
20-21 4th Annual Pop Show – 7 p.m.
23
7G – Buffalo Soldiers field trip – 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
The Palladium – 7S – 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m.
8th Grade Graduation Ceremony – 10 a.m. to noon
JMS Gamers After School Club - 4 p.m.
24
6J End of Year trip to Downtown Aquarium – 9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
25
EARLY DISMISSAL – 1:35 p.m.

Report Cards!

Drum roll-l-l-l-l-l-l!
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25th - FINAL DAY OF SCHOOL YEAR FOR STUDENTS!

AUGUST 22, 2016 – 1ST DAY OF 2016-17 SCHOOL YEAR!

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A
complete calendar listing for all Johnston events can be found on the JMS website at
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78513. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the JMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.

~~~~~

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Hey Greyhounds! We had an awesome year collecting Box Tops! We earned a total of
$1,083.80 for this school year!

JMS Greyhound ~ 5-15-16

Page 11

Summer is just around the corner and we hope that you will continue to collect Box Tops. Don't
forget to ask friends and relatives to clip them as well.
We will have more Box Top prizes in the Fall!
Have a GREAT Summer and don’t forget to keep clipping!
For a list of participating products, please visit the Box Tops for Education website at
www.boxtops4education.com.

PTO BOARD POSITIONS

~~~~~
CONTACT INFORMATION

Jennifer Bunch: President
Ann Guerra: 1st VP
Subha Balasubramanian: 2ndVP
Gloria Pereira: 2nd VP
Regina Puccio: Secretary
Melanie Rosen: Treasurer
Mandy Duran: VIPS Coordinator

jetabunch@gmail.com
annieguerra@att.net
subhab@hotmail.com
gloriapereira@aol.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
rosenworks2@gmail.com
mduran396@gmail.com

Mindy Cox: Membership
Ellen Tagtmeier: 8th grade celebrations
Ruthie Piller: 8th grade celebrations
Susan Phillips: Hospitality
Neli Davalos: Uniforms

mindy@coxclan.com
etagtmeier@comcast.net
ruth.piller@sbcglobal.net
phillipsrand@sbcglobal.net
nelidajaimez@hotmail.com

Ellen Tagtmeier: SDMC
Nicole Lewis: SDMC
Jennifer Leach: Magnet Awareness
Jan Huff: After-Care
Wendy Caldwell: Landscaping/beautification
Kim & Jeremy Hart: IT
Barbara Haverkamp: Greyhound Newsletter

etagtmeier@comcast.net
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
jleach@jowersleach.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
kimberly.hart@sbcglobal.net
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and
faculty and/or posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of
issue posting to Principal Wenden Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer
Bunch at jetabunch@gmail.com, or Greyhound Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Johnston Middle School is located at 10410 Mahattan Dr., Houston, TX
77096

Have fun over the summer! Be productive! Keep Safe! Keep learning!
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