Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle School
- Racing toward Success!
10410 Manhattan, Houston TX 77096-5202 Tel. 713-726-3616 Fax 713-726-3622

GREYHOUND NEWS
April 1, 2017

Courtney Adams – Teacher of the Year!
Congratulation to Courtney Adams, MPVA Art teacher, for being voted Teacher of the Year at MPVA! Mr. Adams will
be entering the next level of competition for HISD’s Teacher of the Year. The winner will be announced at a luncheon
later this Spring. Good luck, Mr. Adams!
~~~~~

SPRING BOX TOPS WINNERS ANNOUNCED
CONGRATULATIONS to …..

Erin Brooks (House M)
Jaylenn Holmes (House P)
Katie Butler (House V)
Nathan Reedstrom (House A)
These students were the winners of our Spring Box Top
drawings. They each received a $10 Target gift card.
Thanks to everyone’s efforts, we collected over 4,200 Box Tops for this school year!
~~~~~

Library News
Name that Book
Congratulations to our Name That Book Team, Nabila Wilson, Ronen Wenderfer, Jonah Dove, Lydia Gafford, Sabrina
Tamayo or Aaron LaVohn, for earning third place in the district Name That Book Competition. Way to go, team!

Quick photo before the competition

Team with trophy

Overdue Books
Please be on the lookout for overdue library book notices. All overdue books need to be turned in ASAP.
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The MPVA MS PTO will be sponsoring several upcoming events to welcome the parents of incoming students.

New Parent Coffee
April 13 at 9 A.M.
School Library
New parents are invited to join us to meet current parents and school administrators. Current parents are invited to
share in the fun and answer questions for new parents.

New Parent Social
April 18 at 7 p.m.
5119 Queensloch Dr. (77096)
(Home of Missy Bernosky)
This is another opportunity to meet other MPVA parents, old and new. Leave the kids at home and come join the fun.

Meyerland PVA MS Parent Social
May 11 at 6 p.m.
Fadi’s Mediterranean Grill at 4738 Beechnut (77096)
Join Current parents for socializing and light appetizers.
Please contact jleach@johnstonmiddle.org with any questions.
~~~~~

Orchestra Update
April is a busy month for Meyerland Orchestra! On April 10, two of our outstanding orchestras (Advanced A and
Advanced B) will be competing at UIL (University Interscholastic League), which is held off-campus. There are two
components to UIL competition -- stage and sight-reading. Then on April 19, the Advanced Orchestra A heads off to
Florida for several days of Disney fun and performances! When they return, they will jump back into the action with
rehearsals to prepare for the Spring Concert, to be held on April 25 at 7 p.m. in our auditorium. The Spring Concert will
include all orchestras. It will be a month of musical merriment from Meyerland Middle!
And that's not all! Be sure to stay tuned in May, when our fabulously talented 8th graders have their 8th grade solo
concert. Having been before, I can tell you it is an evening of nostalgia, coupled with amazement over what our babies
have achieved! It will bring tears to your eyes (although not the same kinds of tears you shed when they first started on
their stringed instrument)!
Victoria Mosier
~~~~~

HEB
We would like to thank HEB for the many donations it has provided to MPVAMS over this school year. Mr. Albert
Hargrove, Store Director, has been most generous in monthly donations of MPVA’s Counseling Office’s Coffee Bar,
treats for students & staff, facilitating fundraising for charities (March of Dimes) and social events. Though edibles don’t
seem a part of education, HEB is fostering an environment that makes educating our students easier. A treat for a job well
done for both students and teachers is appreciated.
Speaking for the entire administration, faculty and staff, we could not appreciate you more. Thank you.
Counselors Office
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TALENT SHOW Review
The Talent Show, presented by the MPVANS Nat’l Jr. Honor Society on March 10th was a spectacular event. There were
13 unique, interesting and some extraordinary acts. The contestants were a mix of 6th, 7th, and 8th graders who had
earned their spots through auditions. The audience was made up of 6th, 7th and 8th graders, too, as well as some proud
parents seated in the first several front rows.
March 10th being the last day of school before Spring Break, the students in the audience were slow to quiet down, but
they did. The show began with clever banter between emcees Rory Schoech and Myles Brown. To the left and right of
the stage, Erin Brooks and Shelby Edison held up large signs that read “quiet” and “applause”. Clever touch!
The acts in order of appearance were:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.

Emily Chapin - singing
Trinity Mosier, Nathan Reedstrom, Ellis Haverkamp, Max Phillips - string quartet
Jacovia Young, Jordyn Miles - singing duet
Jonah Dove - comedy
Kailin Gutierrez - singing and playing ukelele
Zyias Richards - presidential impersonations
Savannah Heximer - singing
Jaylon Wise - karate fan routine
Jacob Martinez - singing and playing accordion
Adora Goodluck, Abigail Nitsch, Katie Butler - dancing with violin accompaniment
Magallie Montiel - singing
Ambar Caldwell - singing
Kendall Ogle, Amir Bryant - light up dance routine

And the winners and awards!
3rd place: Emily Chapin, singing "When We Were Young" by Adele, received $50.
2nd place: Jaylon Wise with his karate fan performance received $75.
1st place: Ambar Caldwell, singing "When I Was Your Man" by Bruno Mars, received $100.
About these top three – the sound system was uncooperative for what seemed an eternity before Emily Chapin could
begin her song. She stood center stage unfazed by the delay. The system working, she sang beautifully. Brava!
Never had I seen a “karate fan routine”. Separately I’ve seen karate demonstrations and Japanese fan dancing, delicate,
graceful young women in kimonos using their fans expressively. Jaylon Wise, wearing a white karate uniform flew
through the air, spinning, leaping, kicking, flicking open his two golden fans with a loud crack and closing them again till
the next dramatic movement. The fans were used like dance punctuation, but it was karate…. What? The crowd roared
with approval.
I watched and listened to Ambar Caldwell sing. I didn’t know the song. I noticed lights flickering from behind me. Was
the auditorium on fire? I looked. You know those cellphones that are to be kept in the lockers during the school day?
Hundreds of students were holding up their lit cellphones and waving them back and forth as the students joined Ambar in
singing the song. I had never seen anything like it. (I did finally research the song and Bruno Mars. Oh. “I am the
Walrus, Goo goo g'joob.” [Beatles] Author, not Bruno Mars)
Several of the other acts were amazing. I swear, it was like past-president Barrack Obama was speaking through the
mouth of Zyias Richards. Wow! Spot on, Zyias!
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The deadpan delivery of the fake news by Jonah Dove was hilarious. The several times he checked his cellphone for the
stats on high cellphone usage (not his exact wording) and was blocked every time… ah, joy … so contemporary 2017
technology. Very good!
The string quartet performing the theme song from Undertale, a role-playing video game, was remarkable. Violinist
Nathan Reedstrom had written down the game’s music. He was joined by other Undertale fans, violinists Ellis
Haverkamp and Trinity Mosier, and cellist Max Phillips to perform as the quartet. A video of the game played on a
screen behind them. Very cool!
The last act with the lit gloves and shoes “dancing” in the dark was intriguing. I’d never seen the like. It reminded me of
the special effects in the original “Tron” movie. Kendall Ogle and Amir Bryant moved to music, meticulously matching
the rhythm and dynamics. In the dimness, it looked like their hands and feet were independently moving – without
bodies. “Fascinating, Captain.” (Mr. Spock – Star Trek)
Throughout the show, the amount of creativity involved and dedication to excellent performance was evident. All of the
participants deserve to be congratulated.
The Talent Show was coordinated by Jason Flores, 8th grade science & IPC teacher, and Alexis Marks, 6th grade Math
teacher. They are the NJHS advisors. Ms. Davidson, Theatre Department, helped facilitate auditions and rehearsals.
The NJHS members and officers were a HUGE help! The officers are: Caleb Martinez, president; Jacqueline
Montemayor, vice president; Mackenzie Wilson, treasurer; Summer Ames, secretary; and Rory Schoech, historian.
The judges for the talent show were: Chadwick Peters, dance; Franki Hickman, choir; Sherita Jackson, PE; and Marcos
Altamirano, orchestra.
Said Ms. Marks, “It was a lot of work, but it was well worth it! We have some super amazing kiddos.”
The Talent Show was a fundraiser for the Nat’l Jr. Honor Society. Members will be making donations to several worthy
causes, with a large portion of the proceeds being donated to help pay for a new sound system here at Meyerland
Performing and Visual Arts Middle School.
Barbara Haverkamp
The Walrus, Goo goo g'joob
~~~~~

Counselor News
The MPVA MS Counselors Office is producing an informative newsletter called Counselor News. See first page below.
The right column lists a wide variety of subjects covered in the newsletter, many of topics essential to navigating school
through high school graduation. This first issue can be found at the Meyerland PVAMS website at the Counselors page.
The newsletter can also be viewed in assorted other languages by clicking the word “Translate”, top line, 3rd item from the
right on the website.
On page 2 of the first issue is the article, “Course Selection for 2017-2018.” Please take the time to read it.
Last spring, course selection information was sent home (also mentioned in the May 1 and 15, 2016 Greyhounds). It gave
parents of returning students the opportunity to make their students’ course selections ONLINE in June allowing for
ample time to set student class schedules. (The incoming 6th grade class had made its course selection during enrollment.)
Sadly, fewer than half of MPVA parents of returning students took advantage of this opportunity. Counselors had to place
students in classes without parental input. The start of this school year was a little rocky making schedule corrections for
7th and 8th grade students. (You may have had personal experience with this situation.)
Our aim is to have a smoother beginning for the start of 2017-2018, which will benefit everyone. You can learn about
course selection at the several Parent Universities. Again, please consult the Counselor News for this information.
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We are offering appointments on April 4th, 6th, 8th(9 a.m.- 12 noon appointment only),10th, and 12th from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
as well as 4 p.m. – 6 p.m. Please email Ms. Martinez at lmarti45@houstonisd.org to schedule the course selection
appointments.
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Meyerland MS Instructor: Ms. Chelsea Clark
Greyhounds represented strong at the Showdown in H-Town on Saturday, March 4, 2017. Our team of 36 was a
dominant force in traditional forms, sparring, creative forms, and weapons. Our team won over 10 divisions and placed
in every division we entered.

From Left to Right:Top Row: Promoter Robert Montifar, Ms. Clark, Jaylon Wise, Servando Gonzalez, Nicholas Rivers, Savannah
Heximer, Skylar Sederstrom, Milana Saldetsenka, Eleanor Kershner, Cayla Sims, Lila Olguin, Clarke Sullivan, Alissar Youssef, Anna
Roberts, Madison Rosemond, Zion Duplechain, Sean Davis, Aria White, Katilynn Alex, Will Newman, Adam Grand, Alan Villanueva
Bottom Row: Jesus Olguin, Karisma Turner, Fatima Robledo, Kendall Bolden, Cesalina Davidson, Nonavi Green, Kayla Turner, Neil
Kehoe, Katharine Burmaster, Reid Sline, Emily Kehoe. Not Pictured: Sydney Bertrand

Will Newman 1st place Traditional Forms
2nd place Creative Forms
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Jaylon Wise - 1st place weapons
Madison Rosemond - 3rd place weapons

Savannah Heximer 2nd place Traditional Forms
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PTO Board Nominations for 2016-17
Did you enjoy the Greyhound Bash this year? Does your student like to buy a Chick-fil-A lunch on Fridays? Have you
ever wondered where the school t-shirts come from and/or why they are readily available at the beginning of the school
year and the rest of the year? Where does the Greyhound newsletter come from? How does it reach your mail box? Who
maintains the PTO website online? All of these events, services and more (some behind the scenes activities, too), are
provided by your Meyerland PVAMS PTO. While MPVAMS’s faculty, staff and administrators educate/work with our
children/its students, the PTO assists in their efforts.
There are only two months of school left and many of our current PTO Board members will be leaving us at the end of
May when their 8th grade graduates move on to high school.

Current parents and incoming 6th grade parents,
the PTO needs you to consider filling the soon to be vacated board positions.
As the old adage goes, “many hands make light work”. There is also, “strength in numbers”. Yes, there is less need for
volunteering for middle school than for elementary school, but your assistance is still needed.
At the end of every newsletter, there is a listing of current PTO positions and people. The time requirements vary. If you
are interested in filling a PTO position, please contact PTO President Jennifer Leach at jleach@johnstonmiddle.org. She
will be happy to answer your questions.

We’re all in this together.
We all want the best education possible for our children.
The MPVAMS PTO facilitates that aim.
Please volunteer!
~~~~~

April Test Dates for MPVA MS are listed on the Greyhound Calendar
and also seen on line at: http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514
Please consult these resources for testing information. Ideally your
children/our students arrive for testing well rested and ready to work.
Thank you.
~~~~~

Goodies for Guardians Day
On April 13, MPVA will be hosting Goodies for Guardians Day from 8 to 9 a.m. in the Cafeteria. We realize that society
has come a long way since the pre-school events of Muffins for Moms and Donuts for Dads. In the light of “it takes a
village” we’re choosing to honor our students’ “Guardians”. Please join us for refreshments and conversation and a
concert of piano duets. We look forward to seeing you.
Counselors Office

PTO Meeting – Thursday, April 6 at 7 p.m.
TELPAS = Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) designed TELPAS to assess the progress that limited English proficient (LEP)
students make in learning the English language.
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Will the mandated testing never end? Want to think about something pleasant?
How about the MEYERLAND YEARBOOK?
Pre-Order your Yearbook at:

Jostens.com
(Yearbooks to be delivered in May)!
~~~~~

Special Education Parent Forums
HISD will be hosting three Special Education Parent Forums during the months of April and May. Parents will be able to
ask questions and provide comments as part of a broader effort to reform special education services in the district.
The meetings will be hosted by the HISD Office of Special Education Services, which supports students with disabilities
in gaining college and career readiness and independent living skills through active engagement in grade level curriculum.
There are three opportunities to attend:
Wednesday, April 5, 2017
6-7:30 p.m.
Hattie Mae White Educational Support Center
4400 W. 18th St., Houston 77092
*(Spanish, Arabic and Vietnamese interpretations available)
Wednesday, April 19, 2017
8:30-10 a.m.
HISD East Field Office
1102 Telephone Road, Houston 77023
*(Spanish interpretations available)
Wednesday, May 17, 2017
6-7:30 p.m.
HISD South Field Office
4040 W. Fuqua St., Houston 77045
*(Spanish interpretations available)
Parents will be able to ask questions during the meeting, submit questions electronically at computer stations on site,
email questions in advance to SpecialEducation@HoustonISD.org, or submit questions through an online form
at HoustonISD.org/SpecialEducation. Parents can also ask their child’s school for a special education comment card, fill
it out, and return it to the school’s front office.
Fliers available in English, Spanish, Vietnamese and at:
http://blogs.houstonisd.org/news/2017/03/27/hisd-hosting-special-education-parent-forums/
~~~~~

Chick-fil-A for sale every Friday during all lunch
periods. Send your child with $5 so they can
purchase a lunch on Fridays.
Meyerland PVAMS PTO
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The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts Middle School is a PTO-sponsored program
– so all money goes right back to the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
I often talk about the wonderful ACP teachers. I have asked Ms. Calvin to share her experience being involved in this
program.
“I am the sole 8th grade Aftercare teacher. March is an odd time to talk about the beginning of the year, so I will. On the
first day of school, I can’t help but smile as I wonder who’s walking through my door, but on the inside, I am nervous
about who’s walking through my door. I don’t know them yet. Can I trust this child? How will this kid be this year?
Will we get along? Our eyes meet, and each kid is thinking the same thing about me. Then, an Aftercare kid ambles
in. Our eyes meet, and we both know how the other is. In most cases, I have known the kid and parents for 2 years, and
often siblings. We’ve already gone through the ‘getting to know you’ period. There has been a student-teacher-parent
relationship for two years. In Aftercare, I have seen them blossom from nervous 6th graders to confident and much
calmer 8th graders. I love my Aftercare kids. They immediately become my go-to kids and my classroom leaders. There
is just a difference in the depth I am able to get to know a student in Aftercare as opposed to one that I meet the first day
of school.” Ms. Calvin
We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in option. Rates
are available on the PTO website in the After-Care section. Payments may be made by check, money order, cash or
Chase QuickPaySM. If you haven’t checked out the After-Care section of the PTO website, be sure to do so. You will
find articles and pictures, as well as additional information about the program.
If you are interested in participating in this program, please go to http://www.ptojms.org/aftcrehdr.html and print out
the form. ACP students meet in the cafeteria after school. After dinner around 4:30, they go to the library. After 4:30,
you may park outside of the library to pick up your child. You may turn in the form and payment when you pick up your
child. Feel free to contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com if you have any questions.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff
PTO After-Care Program coordinator

~~~~~
Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at MPVAMS be at school on
time, 8:00 a.m., and prepared for class every day. Being present and punctual are
important now and will continue to be important in the business world and life in general.
Build these habits now!
~~~~~

April 1 through April 21, 2017
April
1
Ethics Bowl – 8:45 a.m.
HISD Beginning Choir Festival – Auditorium – 7:30 a.m. to 1 p.m.
ASC Southern National Cheer Competition – 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Band UIL – 4:30 to 7:45 p.m.
3
Meyerland Baseball vs Stevenson @MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
3-5
TELPAS Testing
3-21 STAAR Alternate 2 Testing
4
Parent University – 6:30 to 8 p.m.
4-6
Competitive Cheer Practice – 8-9 a.m.
5
Meyerland Baseball vs Grady @MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
Special Education Parent Forum – 6 to 7:30 p.m.
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6

7
10
10-12
12
13
14
18-19
18-19
18-20
19
20-21
21

Parent University – 8-9 a.m.
Meyerland Softball vs Hogg @ MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
PTO Meeting – 7 p.m.
Report Cards
Orchestra UIL – 8 a.m.
Parent University – 6:30 to 8 p.m.
HISD BaseballTournament
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 p.m.
Parent University – 6:30 to 8 p.m.
Goodies for Guardians Day
Spring Holiday
Piano Rehearsals - auditorium
Grade 8 Tech Literacy Assessment
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 p.m.
Special Education Parent Forum – 8:30 to 10 a.m.
Piano Ensemble Recitals – 9 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Swim Academy with Coach Snook – 3:30 to 4:30 p.m.
Free Dress for Perfect Attendance and Honor Roll (with sticker)

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A complete
calendar listing for all Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle School events can be found on the
MPVAMS website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Domain/22311. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the MPVAMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.
~~~~~

EXPIRED BOX TOPS
Did you know that Box Tops expire?
Box Tops submitted after their printed expiration date are considered void and are not honored by Box Tops for
Education.
Since Summer will be approaching soon, please help support our school by turning in any Box Tops that you have with a
Summer expiration date. There’s no need in saving them for the Fall because they will be invalid and will not count.
Not turning them in before they expire is like throwing away free money!
If you have any Box Tops that are about to expire, please start submitting them now so that we can get credit. We will be
turning in all Box Tops we’ve collected by the end of May.
Please have your student drop off their Box Tops in one of the collection bins located in the school library or in the purple
mail box marked “Box Tops for Education” near the front office.
Thank you for your continuous your support.
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Got Publicity News/Information/Photos about MPVAMS?
Please send information and photos about magnet area events/activities/field trips, etc., sports games/news/events for
MPVAMS teams, fundraising events, clubs, etc. to Ellen Tagtmeier and Michelle Cohen at
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net. Thank you!
~~~~~

PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

President: Jennifer Leach
1st VP/Fundraising: Melanie Rosen
Neli Davalos
2nd VP/MSA: Kristen Hueske
Secretary: Regina Puccio
Treasurer: Subha Balasubramanian

jleach@johnstonmiddle.org
rosenworks2@gmail.com
nelidavalos@outlook.com
meyerlandpvamspto@gmail.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
jmsptotreasurer@gmail.com

Committee/Chairs
Fundraising: Andrea Brooks
Box Tops/Randalls: Cynthia Chavez
Membership: Case Noles
8th Grade Celebrations: Cynthia Chavez
Michelle Cohen
Greyhound Bash: Jennifer Leach
Hospitality: Bendi Saindon
Publicity/Advertising: Ellen Tagtmeier
Uniform shirt sales: Neli Davalos
SDMC: Nicole Lewis
Megan Hersh
Magnet Awareness: Melanie Rosen
After-Care: Jan Huff
Landscaping/beautification: Wendy Caldwell
Title I Parent Liaison: April Armwood
PTO IT: Syriac George Mathews
Greyhound Newsletter: Barbara Haverkamp
Teacher Liaison: Celeste Cooper, Librarian

Andreabrooks17@att.net
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
cnoles@johnstonmiddle.org
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mswc@swbell.net
bwsaindon@gmail.com
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
nelidavalos@outlook.com
nicole@texaslewusfam.com
mnhersh@hotmail.com
rosenworks2@gmail.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
aarmwood@swschools.org
ptompvams@gmail.com
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
CCOOPER8@houstonisd.org

PTO liasons for magnet & other areas
Art: Ellen Tagtmeier
etagtmeier@comcast.net
Band: Megan Hersh
mnhersh@hotmail.com
Broadcast: Donna Lax-Edison
dlaxedison@yahoo.com
Cheerleader: Belva Punch
belpunch@aol.com
Choir: Michelle Cohen
mswc@swbell.net
Creative writing: Vacant
Dance: Tonya Sampson Canepa
Guitar: Nicole Lewis
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
KickStart: Cynthia Chavez
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
Mariachi: Ellen Tagtmeier
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
Orchestra: Victoria Mosier
victoria_mosier@yahoo.com
Piano: Katharine Newman
Spanish Translator: Ms. Priego’s AP Spanish Students
Sports Liaison: Vacant
Theater: Donna Lax-Edison
dlaxedison@yahoo.com
The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and faculty and/or
posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of issue posting to Principal Wenden
Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Leach at jleach@johnstonmiddle.org, or Greyhound
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Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle
School is located at 10410 Manhattan Dr., Houston, TX 77096.

STAAR = State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness
ELAR = English Language Arts and Reading
ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
PLC = Professional Learning Community
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