Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle School
- Racing toward Success!
10410 Manhattan, Houston TX 77096-5202 Tel. 713-726-3616 Fax 713-726-3622

GREYHOUND NEWS
December 15, 2016

SDMC Master Schedule update
Thank you to all the parents who responded to our survey of the Master Schedule for 2017-2018. Your input and
insightful comments were greatly appreciated! We learned that two-thirds of those who responded felt that the 10-period
schedule was in the best interest of their child(ren), with many citing the need for math instruction daily, and the benefit of
a schedule that allows for foreign language instruction or other enriching electives. The information was extremely
helpful to us in representing the parents' views at the SDMC meeting.
Following discussion, the committee voted to rescind the vote to return to 8 periods. Therefore, if the 2017-2018 budget
permits, MPVA will remain on the 10-period Master Schedule for up-coming school year. Regardless of the outcome, we
are particularly grateful to all our dedicated and talented teachers and staff who make MPVA such a wonderful place for
our students. THANK YOU!
Nicole Lewis & Megan Hersh
SDMC representatives

~~~~~

I expected this event, held the evening of December 2nd, to be splendid per usual. However, it was even more splendid
than anticipated. The printed tickets for this event were especially handsome and could be considered collectibles, like
tickets from a special Jones Hall performance. Little did I know that the performances of our several
orchestras over the evening, the dinner menu, and items for bid at the silent auction, too, would be
especially fine and more.
Advanced Orchestra A performed first with pieces from Ireland, Brazil, Italy and other countries. It
was followed by performances by Advanced Orchestra B, Beginning Orchestra A, Beginning
Orchestra B, and Intermediate Orchestra all performing more music from around the globe.
Advanced Orchestra A returned to perform the final set, rounding out a night of beautiful music.
Mid-evening Trinity Mosier and Nathan Reedstrom, members of the chamber group, performed
Concert for Two Violins in A minor by Vivaldi accompanied by the chamber group. Very, very nice.
Both Mr. A and Dr. Grube took turns directing the orchestras. Oh happy ears!
Dinner was comprised of a generous serving of penne pasta with a tomato and cheese sauce, a salad, garlic bread and a
beverage. Delicious foods all. An array of assorted desserts was available for purchase separately. Oh happy tummy!
The Silent Auctions had all sorts of items and events on which to bid. People looked and placed bids throughout the
evening. Oh happy eyes!
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It was a wonderful evening!
Thank you to all involved for organizing “Music All Over the World”. As this was the major Orchestra Department
fundraiser for the year, your hard work is very much appreciated. Thank you, orchestras, for your performances. Practice
makes perfect and you showed it. Thank you, Mr. A and Dr. Grube for working so diligently with our students, making
the beautiful music possible.
B. Haverkamp
~~~~~

In an effort to remember the big and little things teachers and students are thankful for, they were asked to reflect on the
people around them who are so special. From November 17th through 22nd, students watched daily “Gratitude” videos.
ARIA teachers encouraged their students to write thankful notes to people in their lives, thinking back to their weeks,
months, and/or years at Meyerland and give thanks. They were told to remember all of their teachers, staff members,
custodians, cafeteria personnel, coaches, counselors and administrators, who have given them the best they have every
day. Each ARIA class wrote “Thankful thoughts” putting the name of the staff members on the backside along with their
name. Faculty, staff and administrators were asked to take the time to thank co-workers with a note. All notes were
collected, sorted and placed in the bags on the “thankful” wall across from the art gallery.
In the end… the students enjoyed the activity immensely. They enjoyed the videos and discussions that bought out the
ideas of thankfulness in our everyday lives. There were over 4,500 thankful notes distributed to our 158 MPVAMS
faculty and staff members. This also included a bag for our PTO.

Ms. Beaubrun
7th grade English

Mrs. Ramaker
7th grade Reading

Thankful window painted by Katalina Vasquez

Chandel Bonner-Hancock
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Final December Fine Arts Performance

Winter Advanced Band Concert
Thursday, December 15 – 7 p.m.
~~~~~

Meyerland MS Instructor: Ms. Chelsea Clark

Greyhounds Earn Belts
Our Kickstart Kids Winter Belt Ceremony was
held on Monday, December 12th, in the Meyerland MSPVA
auditorium.
The event gave the students an
opportunity to demonstrate their karate
skills for their families and receive belt
promotions based on their skill levels.
These 225 students were honored for their
accomplishments.
Congratulations, Greyhounds!
Cynthia Chavez
~~~~~

Pre-Order your Yearbook at:

Jostens.com
AD SPACE AVAILABLE NOW!
Ad prices starting as low as $25.
Pictures can be included at no extra cost.
Create your own business ad, personal ad, or student ad at:

Jostens.com
Makes a great holiday gift
~~~~~
MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 12-15-16

Page 3

Meyerland PVA Middle School 2016-17 Swim Team News
Chlorine Runs Through Our Veins!
Our swimmers rocked their first swim meet on December 5, 2016.
They won the most races and the team spirit award!
Congratulations to the swimmers and our awesome swim coaches Snook and Chili!

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts Middle School is a PTO-sponsored program
– so all money goes right back to the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children. ACP is a great place to get
help with your homework from teachers.

Ms. Calvin and Marcus

Ms. Mitchell and Dylan

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in option. Rates
are available on the PTO website in the After-Care section. Payments may be made by check, money order, cash or
Chase QuickPaySM. If you haven’t checked out the After-Care section of the PTO website, be sure to do so. You will
find articles and pictures from last year, as well as additional information about the program.
If you are interested in participating in this program, please contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff
PTO After-Care Program coordinator
~~~~~

The next general PTO Meeting will be Jan. 17 - 8:30 a.m.
~~~~~

Meyerland Choir



On Saturday, January 21, 2017, Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts Middle School will host the HISD Vocal Solo &
Ensemble Festival. Open to middle and high school students, the contest will run between 8AM and 4PM. Guest judges
will give students feedback and ratings on their solos and group ensembles, allowing individual students to improve their
vocal abilities!
Ms. Conner
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The Vivaldi Gloria Concert
If you have ever wondered why the Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts program is recognized for excellence, seeing
the Vivaldi Gloria Concert would remove all doubts. It was superb.
A joint production of the Orchestra and Choral Departments, the evening started with the 10th Period Varsity Treble
Choir singing “All I want for Christmas is my two front teeth” and “I’m getting ‘nuttin’ for Christmas.” I do not
remember the last time I heard these songs. They are wonderful! What merry fun! Then came “The Twelve Day After
Christmas”, another clever piece recounting what happened after the “true loves” broke up and the fate of the gifts.
Again, a witty lyric sung with vigor and fun. The audience enjoyed them.
The Varsity Mixed Choir came next. Its members performed “Welcome December”, “Dreydl, Dreydl, Dreydl”, “Happy
Holiday/White Christmas”, “The Dinner Bell Carol” and “I’ll Be Home for Christmas” -- secular, seasonal, holiday fare.
Beautiful, well-chosen music delightfully rendered.
Advanced Orchestra A performed two pieces, “Elegy” and “Czardas”, with guest soloist, Juan Carlos Peña, playing the
Double Bass. The first was beautiful, thoughtful and reflective, and the second beautiful with a lively twist. (According
to Wikipedia: Csárdás often seen with the archaic spelling Czárdás, is a traditional Hungarian folk dance, the name
derived from csárda (old Hungarian term for tavern).)
There was a short intermission followed Antonio Vivaldi’s “Gloria in D Major” RV 589. The choirs and orchestra were
joined by three soloists, Sydney Conner, Moretta Irchirl, and Denise Ward, all alumnae of Meyerland PVA (then Johnston
Middle School) and the High School for the Performing and Visual Arts. Also, joining the group were: Dr. Anne
Anderson, mother of two current Meyerland students, playing oboe; Dr. Andy Roseborrough playing trumpet; and
Meyerland’s own Ms. Grosscope playing piano. Mr. Peña was the guest director for the “Gloria”. (Full bios found in
playbill)
There are 12 parts to the “Gloria” of varying tempo and range. One flowed into the next. As a listener, I thought it was a
flawless performance. Beautiful, just beautiful! I would never have thought it was possible to witness such a fine caliber
of work from a middle school performance, but then the performance was by Meyerland PVA MS.
Thank you students, Ms. Conner, Ms. Hickman, Mr. Altamirano, Dr. Grube for your industry and results. Thank you
musical guests for adding to the night’s performance.
The entire evening was enriching and
inspiring. Well done! Bravo!
B. Haverkamp

~~~~~

ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
(I keep including this as an “aria” is defined as “A solo vocal piece with instrumental accompaniment, as in an opera.”
[www.yourdictionary.com] To hear that students are going to ARIA never registers right the first time I hear it. Peculiar acronym. I
suspect I’m not alone in my thinking. Editor)
~~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at MPVAMS be at school on
time, 8:00 a.m., and prepared for class every day. Being present and punctual is
important now and will continue to be important in the business world and life in general.
Build these habits now!
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~~~~~
Got Publicity News/Information/Photos about MPVAMS?
Please send information and photos about magnet area events/activities/field trips, etc., sports games/news/events for
MPVAMS teams, fundraising events, clubs, etc. to Ellen Tagtmeier and Michelle Cohen at
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net. Thank you!
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Bon voyage Traveling Club
If you like to travel and experience culture first hand, then read on because your opportunity to visit London and Paris
summer 2017 is here. A staff member at Meyerland Middle School is coordinating a 7 day summer trip to London and
Paris on July 18, 2017. This trip is not a school affiliated trip, so we encourage those interested to seek more
information from Mr. Antonio Lopez or Mrs. Sandra Malott. Trip cost covers flight, hotel accommodations, tour guides,
entrance fees to monuments, breakfast and dinner. Gratuities and lunch are the only two things that are not part of the
package. Trip coordinators, Mr. Lopez and Sandra Malott will be hosting informational meetings to recruit and answer
any questions throughout the year. Please reach out to Mr. Antonio Lopez at 713-539-9740 or at
lopezantonio_28@yahoo.com to find out when the next meeting will be held. You may also get more information by
going to www.eftours.com/1938412pw; the tour price and itinerary can both be found on this page. We hope you can
join us in this unique opportunity to travel and explore the world with some of your fellow classmates.

~~~~~
December 15 through January 16, 2017
December
15
Meyerland vs West Briar Swim Meet @ Westside HS -5:30 p.m.
Advanced Band Concert – Auditorium – 6-7 p.m.
16
Mixed Choir Field Trip – 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Orchestra Field Trip – 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

19 to
January 4

Winter Break for students!

January
3
Teacher preparation
4
School resumes for students
6
REPORT CARDS
9
ESL Newcomer Training – Room 101
11
House 7P to George Ranch – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Boys Basketball – Meyerland vs Westbriar @ Meyerland – 5:30 p.m.
13
MPVAMS Spelling Bee – 1:15 to 3:25 p.m.
14
HISD Jr. High Open House Meet @ Lamar – 8:30 a.m.
16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – no school

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A complete
calendar listing for all Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle School events can be found on the
MPVAMS website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Domain/22311. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the MPVAMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.
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Box Tops Winners Announced!
CONGRATULATIONS to …..
Alyssa Odom-Jeffery (House M)
Penelope Tucker (House P)
Chealsey Lambert (House V)
Henry Towster (House A)
These students were the winners of our Fall Box Top drawings. They
each will receive a $10 gift card to use at any AMC movie theatre.
Thanks to everyone’s efforts, we collected over 3,000 Box Tops this
Fall! We will have more Box Top prizes in the Spring!
Have a great Winter break and keep on collecting!

~~~~~

Our Spring Box Top collection contest -- January 9th – February 10th
Please continue to clip and collect Box Tops over Winter break so you can turn them in when we
return to school in January!
Encourage your family, friends and neighbors to help you collect also. You can find Box Tops on
many of the products you will be using for dinners and parties.
For a list of participating products, go to BTFE.com. To receive
credit, you must list your name, grade, and house information on
envelope/bag. Box Tops may be dropped off in any of the Box Top
collection bins located in the school library or in the purple mail
box marked “Box Tops for Education” near the front office.
Every Box Top really does count!
Cynthia Chavez
Box Tops Coordinator
~~~~~

PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

President: Jennifer Leach
1st VP/Fundraising: Melanie Rosen
Neli Davalos
2nd VP/MSA: Kristen Hueske
Secretary: Regina Puccio
Treasurer: Subha Balasubramanian

jleach@johnstonmiddle.org
rosenworks2@gmail.com
nelidavalos@outlook.com
meyerlandpvamspto@gmail.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
jmsptotreasurer@gmail.com

Committee/Chairs
Fundraising: Andrea Brooks
Box Tops/Randalls: Cynthia Chavez
Membership: Case Noles
8th Grade Celebrations: Cynthia Chavez
Michelle Cohen

Andreabrooks17@att.net
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
cnoles@johnstonmiddle.org
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mswc@swbell.net
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Greyhound Bash: Jennifer Leach
Hospitality: Bendi Saindon
Publicity/Advertising: Ellen Tagtmeier
Uniform shirt sales: Neli Davalos
SDMC: Nicole Lewis
Megan Hersh
Magnet Awareness: Melanie Rosen
After-Care: Jan Huff
Landscaping/beautification: Wendy Caldwell
Title I Parent Liaison: April Armwood
PTO IT: Syriac George Mathews
Greyhound Newsletter: Barbara Haverkamp
Teacher Liaison: Celeste Cooper, Librarian

bwsaindon@gmail.com
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
nelidavalos@outlook.com
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
mnhersh@hotmail.com
rosenworks2@gmail.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
aarmwood@swschools.org
ptompvams@gmail.com
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
CCOOPER8@houstonisd.org

PTO liasons for magnet & other areas
Art: Ellen Tagtmeier
Band: Megan Hersh
Broadcast: Donna Lax-Edison
Cheerleader: Belva Punch
Choir: Michelle Cohen
Creative writing: Vacant
Dance: Tonya Sampson Canepa
Guitar: Nicole Lewis
KickStart: Cynthia Chavez
Mariachi: Ellen Tagtmeier
Orchestra: Victoria Mosier
Piano: Katharine Newman
Spanish Translator: Vacant
Sports Liaison: Vacant
Theater: Donna Lax-Edison

etagtmeier@comcast.net
mnhersh@hotmail.com
dlaxedison@yahoo.com
belpunch@aol.com
mswc@swbell.net

nrlewis71@earthlink.net
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
victoria_mosier@yahoo.com

dlaxedison@yahoo.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and faculty and/or
posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of issue posting to Principal Wenden
Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Leach at jleach@johnstonmiddle.org, or Greyhound
Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Johnston Middle School is located at 10410
Manhattan Dr., Houston, TX 77096.
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