Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle School
- Racing toward Success!
10410 Manhattan, Houston TX 77096-5202 Tel. 713-726-3616 Fax 713-726-3622

GREYHOUND NEWS
January 15, 2017
From Ms. Claran Johnson’s, 8th Grade Asst. Principal…

Selected 8th Graders to take
the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) Exam February 15, 2017
Meyerland PVAMS will participate in the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) on February 15, 2017.
NAEP is the largest nationally representative and continuing assessment of what students know and can do in various
subjects. It is administered by the National Center for Education Statistics, within the U.S. Department of Education.
NAEP is different from our state assessment because it provides a common measure of student achievement across the
country. The results are released as The Nation's Report Card, which provides information about student achievement to
educators, parents, policymakers, and the public.
Selected students will take an assessment in one of the following subjects: civics, geography, mathematics, reading,
U.S. history, or writing. The assessment also asks students questions about their daily routine and their educational
experiences. For example, students are asked if there is a computer at home and about the amount of reading they
do. Student responses are anonymous, and they provide context and meaning to the assessment results. Please visit
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/about/booklets.asp to review sample questions.
The assessment takes about 120 minutes for most students. As a result there is no early pick-up on February 15, 2017, for
8th graders. The results are completely confidential (in accordance with the Confidential Information Protection provisions
of Title V, Subtitle A, Public Law 107-347).
The information collected is used for statistical purposes only.
 Your child’s grades will not be affected.
 Students may be excused for any reason, are not required to complete the assessment, and may skip any question.
 While the assessment is voluntary, NAEP depends on student participation to help policymakers improve
education. However, if you do not want your child to participate, please notify Ms. C. Johnson (8th Grade
Assistant Principal) in writing by January 20, 2017.
There is no need to study in preparation for NAEP, but please encourage your student to do their best. A brochure
that explains what participation in NAEP means for you and your student is available at
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/pdf/parents/2012469.pdf. Contact Ms. C. Johnson at 713-726-3616 or at
cjohnso8@houstonisd.org if you have any questions.
We are excited that our school is participating in NAEP. We know that Meyerland's students will show what our nation’s
students know and can do. All selected students received a letter enlisting the same information that went home on
January 6, 2017.
~~~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at MPVAMS be at school on
time, 8:00 a.m., and prepared for class every day. Being present and punctual is
important now and will continue to be important in the business world and life in general.
Build these habits now!
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Musical Theatre Holiday Cabaret Review
On December 14th, just before the holiday break, the Meyerland Musical Theatre class performed a holiday cabaret
featuring favorite holiday tunes. The songs included: “We Need a Little Christmas”, “Have Yourself a Merry Little
Christmas”, “I'll Be Home for Christmas” and “Merry Christmas, Happy Holidays”. The students’ voices were
accompanied with fun and festive, choreographed dance numbers. The parents and students in attendance tapped
their toes to the upbeat songs and sang along in their heads to their favorite carols. They left the Black Box Theatre in
holiday spirits!
Donna Lax-Edison, Theatre Liaison
~~~~~

Test Dates for Meyerland PVA Middle School
Date

Test

Wednesday, February 15, 2017
Monday, March 6 - Friday, March 11

NAEP Testing (8th Grade Only-Selected Students)
TELPAS for ELL Students (Listening, Speaking, Reading,
Writing)

Monday, March 21 - Wednesday, April 5

TELPAS for ELL Students Make-Up Dates

Tuesday, March 28, 2017

STAAR 7 Writing
STAAR 8 Mathematics
STAAR 8 Reading
STAAR Make - Up Day

Wednesday, March 29, 2017
Thursday, March 30, 2017
Friday, March 31, 2017
Monday, April 3 - Friday, April 21
Tuesday, April 18, 2017
Wednesday, April 19, 2017
Tuesday, May 02, 2017
Wednesday, May 03, 2017
Thursday, May 4 - Friday, May 5
Monday, May 08, 2017
Tuesday, May 9, 2017
Wednesday, May 10, 2017
Thursday, May 11, 2017
Friday, May 12, 2017

STAAR Alternate 2 (6 - 8 Grade)
Grade 8 Tech Literacy Assessment (TLA)
AP Language Exam
Algebra STAAR End of Course (EOC) Exam
Algebra STAAR EOC Make-Up
STAAR 6 & 7 Math
STAAR 8 Math Retest
STAAR 6 & 7 Reading
STAAR 8 Reading Retest
STAAR 8 Science
STAAR 6 & 7 Math/Reading Make-Ups
STAAR 8 Social Studies
STAAR 6 & 7 Math/Reading Make-Ups
STAAR 6, 7, 8 Make-Up Day

~~~~~
ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
(I keep including this as an “aria” is defined as “A solo vocal piece with instrumental accompaniment, as in an opera.”
[www.yourdictionary.com] To hear that students are going to ARIA never registers right the first time I hear it. Peculiar acronym. I
suspect I’m not alone in my thinking. Editor)
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FILL the CART CHALLENGE + Meyerland Greyhound’s Generosity =
Kindness Overload!
Our Greyhound spirit was abundant this holiday season.
Our student’s generosity was overwhelming as we
approached out “Fill the Cart” food drive challenge. Each
house was working toward helping 27 of our families,
which included 72 children from ages 10 days old to 19
year olds, during the holiday season. Students were asked
to bring in non-perishable items for our families in need.
The HEB on Braeswood and Chimney Rock allowed us to
borrow 4 of their shopping carts to collect items! The
baskets were decorated with lights, ribbon, bells, garland,
bows and beads. What started out as a simple food drive
turned into a labor of love and kindness.
MPVA House carts filled with donated goodies from our Greyhound students. Carts from HEB!

Not only did our students donate over 3000 non-perishable food items, there were paper goods and other miscellaneous
items donated. Sizable donations came from teachers, several families and individuals in the way of clothing, baby items,
diapers, gift cards and household items. There was a very
generous donation of a coat or jacket for each of the
children on our list of families needing support this holiday
season. Once our students started to understand the impact
that they were making on our families, the donations
poured in. Our PTO arranged for gift cards to help our
families with items that they could pick for themselves. We
were also able to provide for additional families that had
recently fallen on hard times. One of our families had an
unfortunate fire the week before the holiday break. We
were able, through the generous donation of the
administrative team, to provide a bike and toys for the
family as well as sizeable donations of gift cards from a
special Greyhound family.
Community member, Walker Gamble making a donation – students
from left to right: Layla Crear, Alexis Richard, Nathan Reedstrom,
Hermela Tekie, William Eugene-onyejiaka, Summer Ames, Katie Butler

The National Junior Honors Society, Student Council, AVID and our amazing office workers were the driving force for
collecting and sorting all of the items. We were able to provide several large boxes of food, coats, baby items, toiletries,
and cases of water to each of the families. Most of the families were also able to participate in the generous donations
from Bethel’s Place (The Church at Bethel’s Family), which
provided gifts for the children and food. Bethel’s Place was
brought to our families through Mr. Anderson Meyerland’s
very own social worker and holiday angel. We were also
given assistance form HISD’s Project S.A.F.E.
A HUGE thank you goes out to all who helped make this
endeavor a success. With the help of our outstanding PTO
and the overwhelming generosity of our parents, students,
teachers, counselors, administration and community, we were
able to make the holidays a bit brighter for members of our
Meyerland PVAMS Family!
Ms. Hancock
Hania Akhtar sorting can goods from the 2 nd day of collection.
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Karate has gone right back to work in 2017. We are preparing for 2 tournaments in January. Students are working on
their new kata in class. Black belt club has started back up as students are training extra hard to pursue their next rank.

Chelsea Clark
Kickstart Kids Instructor
~~~~~

Happy New Year MPVAMS Families!
Welcome back! We hope you and your family had a wonderful holiday season.
Our PTO really enjoyed having a few weeks off, but now we are back and asking for your
help and support again. Your help during the Chick-fil-A Friday sales goes directly to
helping different groups and organizations at the school. In December we were able to
donate over $1,000 back to our school to assist families during the holiday season.
PTO's Chick-fil-A sales have also been able to give back over $8,000 to other school
groups throughout the semester thanks to the efforts of parent volunteers, who have helped sell Chick-fil-A lunches.
Benefiting school groups are: Broadcast Journalism, Karate, Baseball, Travel Club, Swim Team, and Band. THANK
YOU to all of the volunteers who helped us! We could not have done this without your help.
We hope to continue helping the school with Chick-fil-A sales this new semester. If any club/organization needs to raise
money, all it has to do is get in touch with Jennifer Leach, PTO President, or myself to get on the PTO’s calendar. The
group will need to provide a minimum of 4 PARENT volunteers to assist during the sales so the group can get the
credit. Or 2 groups can each provide 2 parents and get $500 each. It's $1000 per Friday. It’s the easiest fundraiser to
volunteer for!
To sign up to sell Chick-fil-A lunches, please go to www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E0D48A9AE28A7F85-chickfila
Neli Davalos, 1st Vice-President
MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 1-15-17
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The next general PTO Meeting will be Jan. 17 - 8:30 a.m.
~~~~~

For more information and to enter a drawing to win a free signed book or poster by Tim Green, go to
http://inprinthouston.org/event/inprint-presents-tim-green/

BOOK SIGNING
Please note that the book signing will be conducted on a first-come, first-served basis. Upon entering the
theater, people wishing to have books signed will be given a number, and the book signing will take place in
numerical order after the on-stage presentation. Doors open at 2:15 pm.
MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 1-15-17
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HAPPY NEW YEAR!
It's that time again and PTO is back at it! Don't forget we will be selling Chick-fil-A every
Friday during all lunch periods. Send your child with $5 so they can purchase a lunch on
Fridays.
Thank you for your support!
Meyerland PVAMS PTO
~~~~~

The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts Middle School is a PTO-sponsored program
– so all money goes right back to the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
Whether doing your homework or playing games with your friends, ACP is the place to be!

Amani

Aaron, Michael and Shanikah

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in option. Rates
are available on the PTO website in the After-Care section. Payments may be made by check, money order, cash or
Chase QuickPaySM. If you haven’t checked out the After-Care section of the PTO website, be sure to do so. You will
find articles and pictures, as well as additional information about the program.
If you are interested in participating in this program, please go to http://www.ptojms.org/aftcrehdr.html and print out
the form. ACP students meet in the cafeteria after school. After dinner around 4:30, they go to the library. After 4:30,
you may park outside of the library to pick up your child. You may turn in the form and payment when you pick up your
child. Feel free to contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com if you have any questions.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff, PTO After-Care Program coordinator
~~~~~

Early Dismissal is January 25 at 1:25 p.m.

Don’t forget to pick up your greyhound pups (students)!
~~~~~

ELAR = English Language Arts and Reading
MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 1-15-17
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Mrs. Gonzalez’s students will have an opening reception on Friday, January 27 at the Houston Museum of Natural
Science showcasing their "Insect" artwork. It will be from 6-7pm and everyone who attends can also enjoy the Butterfly
Center free of charge--only on this day. A selected group of students were selected to participate in the show. See
above.
Her classes also studied/explored Michelangelo and the Sistine
Chapel. They simulated Michelangelo’s challenge of beautifying the
ceiling by drawing underneath the library tables.
Christina Gonzalez
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8th Grade Students’ Parents:
Be on the lookout for information regarding the 8th Grade Dance (5/19) and field trip to Typhoon Texas (5/24). Students
will receive the packets of information about these events during the week of January 16th. Information will include:
informational letters, permission slips, and disciplinary information. Payments will be accepted starting January
23rd. Packets will also be available on the Meyerland website.

FYI

- there will be a FLASH SALE during the first week of yearend activity sales – January 23rd through

27th! Students can purchase tickets to both activities for the price of one. The regular cost of the Dance is $20 with the
cost of the Typhoon Texas Field Trip being $50 – a total of $70. For the FLASH SALE ONLY, tickets for both
activities can be purchased for $50 (that is a savings of $20!) All payments (cash, money order or School Pay) and
permission slips must be submitted to Mrs. Aust in T-12 by 3:30 on Friday, January 27.

This sale will only last for one week! Regular pricing resumes on January 30th!
~~~~~~~

The Meyerland PVA Swim Team
Thank you Parents for volunteering with the Chick-Fil-A fundraiser. We were able to purchase a new electronic pace
clock with the proceeds. We are interested in having another fundraiser to purchase a board to display our Meyerland
PVA Swim Team record holders. Look for information on our team’s Facebook page on how to volunteer.

Remaining Schedule
Event
HISD Jr. High Open House Meet
Lanier
Co-Host
Pershing
Meyerland
HISD 7th Grade District Meet
HISD 8th Grade District Meet

Location
Lamar HS
Lamar HS
Pershing MS
Lamar HS
Lamar HS

Date
01/14
01/18
02/01
02/07
02/09

Start Time
8:30 AM
6:00 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM
4:30 PM

6th Graders
6th Graders interested in trying out for the swim team next year should register for 6th grade intermural
swimming. Interested students must be able to cross our 25-yard pool without assistance to be eligible for the
program. Students will learn and refine the four competition strokes, (Free Style, Backstroke, Breaststroke, and
Butterfly). Students will also receive instruction on starts and turns. 6th grade Intermural swimming will begin in
March. More information to follow.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Band Notes from the January 12th Parent Meeting
Dates & Performances
January 27-28: All-City Band Clinic & Concert at Waltrip HS
February 8-10: The band directors will be at Texas Music Educators Association convention in San Antonio for
workshops, clinics, and concerts. We'll be sure to bring back lots of good ideas!
February 13: Houston Ballet presents The Young Person's Guide to the Orchestra; select band students will join us on a
trip downtown to watch and hear the Houston Ballet & Orchestra present Benjamin Britten's musical work, introducing
and describing the different sections of the orchestra.
February 15: "Feeder Pattern" Jazz Band (includes students from Parker ES, Meyerland PVAMS, and Westbury HS)
performance at the State of the Schools Luncheon.
March 7: Pre-UIL Contest at Waltrip HS for Advanced and Intermediate bands.
Communication Reminders
1) Update your band student & parent information in CHARMS (instructions were sent home with the students from band
class) to receive all the important band communications.
2) Get text updates by texting the message @mpvamsband to the number 81010.
MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 1-15-17
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January 3 through February 7, 2017
January
3
Teacher preparation
4
School resumes for students
5
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 – auditorium
6
REPORT CARDS
Adv. Piano and Choir at HMW
9
ESL Newcomer Training – Room 101
9-10 7th & 8th grade girls track tryouts – 3:40
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 - auditorium
11
House 7P to George Ranch – 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Boys Basketball – Meyerland vs Westbriar @ Meyerland – 5:30 p.m.
12-13 7th & 8th Grade Boys Track and Field Tryouts – 3:40 p.m.
13
MPVAMS Spelling Bee – 1:15 to 3:25 p.m.
14
HISD Jr. High Open House Swim Meet @ Lamar – 8:30 a.m.
Competitive Cheer Practice – Gym 9 a.m.- noon
16
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – no school
17
PTO meeting – 8:30 p.m.
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 – auditorium
18
Girls Basketball – Meyerland vs Rice @ Meyerland – 5:30 p.m.
Meyerland Swim vs Lanier @ Lamar – 6 p.m.
19
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 – auditorium
21
HISD Vocal & Piano Solo & Ensemble Festival at MPVAMS- 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
23
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 – auditorium
25
Early Dismissal – 1:25 p.m.
Boys Basketball – Meyerland vs Billy Reagan – 3:30 p.m.
25-26 Competitive Cheer Practice – 2:00 p.m. – auditorium
26
Advanced Piano Recital – 6:30 p.m.
26-27 Class Piano Recitals – all day
27
Mrs. Gonzalez’s students showcase their art at the Houston Museum of Natural Science – opening night
27-28 All-City Band Clinic & Concert at Waltrip HS
28
HISD Dance Montage Festival – Auditorium 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
29
Inprint: Cool Brains! Author Tim Green – 3 p.m.
31
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 – auditorium
February
1
Swim Meet – Meyerland vs Pershing @ Pershing – 4:30 p.m.
Girls Basketball – Meyerland vs Thomas @ Meyerland – 5:30 p.m.
2
Competitive Cheer Practice – Gymnasium – 4:30 p.m.
6-8
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30 p.m.
7
HISD 7th Grade District Swim Meet @ Lamar HS - 4:30 p.m.

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A complete
calendar listing for all Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle School events can be found on the
MPVAMS website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Domain/22311. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the MPVAMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.
~~~~~

Got Publicity News/Information/Photos about MPVAMS?
Please send information and photos about magnet area events/activities/field trips, etc., sports games/news/events for
MPVAMS teams, fundraising events, clubs, etc. to Ellen Tagtmeier and Michelle Cohen at
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net. Thank you!
MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 1-15-17
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It’s submission time!
Every student who collects and submits at least 10 Box Tops will have a chance to have
their name entered into a Box Tops drawing for a special prize.
Drop off your Box Tops in the school library collection bins or in the purple mail box
marked “Box Tops for Education”.
To receive credit, you must list your name, grade, and house information on envelope
or Ziploc bag.

Instructions for Collecting and Submitting Box Tops:
1. Clip Box Tops and make sure the date is visible & not expired.
2. Bundle your Box Tops in bunches of 10 or 50.
3. Put them in a Ziploc bag or envelope.
4. Label with your name, house, grade, & number of Box Tops.
5. Turn in your Ziploc bag or envelope.
Please place Box Tops in your house collection bin located in the
school library or in the purple mail box marked “Box Tops for
Education” near the school front office window.
Information on Box Tops may be found on the Box Tops for Education website at www.boxtops4education.com.
MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 1-15-17
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PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

President: Jennifer Leach
1st VP/Fundraising: Melanie Rosen
Neli Davalos
2nd VP/MSA: Kristen Hueske
Secretary: Regina Puccio
Treasurer: Subha Balasubramanian

jleach@johnstonmiddle.org
rosenworks2@gmail.com
nelidavalos@outlook.com
meyerlandpvamspto@gmail.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
jmsptotreasurer@gmail.com

Committee/Chairs
Fundraising: Andrea Brooks
Box Tops/Randalls: Cynthia Chavez
Membership: Case Noles
8th Grade Celebrations: Cynthia Chavez
Michelle Cohen
Greyhound Bash: Jennifer Leach
Hospitality: Bendi Saindon
Publicity/Advertising: Ellen Tagtmeier
Uniform shirt sales: Neli Davalos
SDMC: Nicole Lewis
Megan Hersh
Magnet Awareness: Melanie Rosen
After-Care: Jan Huff
Landscaping/beautification: Wendy Caldwell
Title I Parent Liaison: April Armwood
PTO IT: Syriac George Mathews
Greyhound Newsletter: Barbara Haverkamp
Teacher Liaison: Celeste Cooper, Librarian

Andreabrooks17@att.net
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
cnoles@johnstonmiddle.org
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mswc@swbell.net
bwsaindon@gmail.com
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
nelidavalos@outlook.com
nrlewis71@earthlink.net
mnhersh@hotmail.com
rosenworks2@gmail.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
aarmwood@swschools.org
ptompvams@gmail.com
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
CCOOPER8@houstonisd.org

PTO liasons for magnet & other areas
Art: Ellen Tagtmeier
Band: Megan Hersh
Broadcast: Donna Lax-Edison
Cheerleader: Belva Punch
Choir: Michelle Cohen
Creative writing: Vacant
Dance: Tonya Sampson Canepa
Guitar: Nicole Lewis
KickStart: Cynthia Chavez
Mariachi: Ellen Tagtmeier
Orchestra: Victoria Mosier
Piano: Katharine Newman
Spanish Translator: Vacant
Sports Liaison: Vacant
Theater: Donna Lax-Edison

etagtmeier@comcast.net
mnhersh@hotmail.com
dlaxedison@yahoo.com
belpunch@aol.com
mswc@swbell.net

nrlewis71@earthlink.net
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
victoria_mosier@yahoo.com

dlaxedison@yahoo.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and faculty and/or
posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of issue posting to Principal Wenden
Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Leach at jleach@johnstonmiddle.org, or Greyhound
Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle
School is located at 10410 Manhattan Dr., Houston, TX 77096.
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