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2017 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of Harris County
Three of Ms. Gonzalez’ art students have received awards from the 2017 Scholastic Art & Writing Awards of Harris
County. They are:
Name
Grade Award
Category
Title
Madeleine Magsamen- Hillerbrand
8
Gold Key
Painting
Smog
Silver Key
Drawing/Illustration
Bottle Still Life
Alina Colter
8
Silver Key
Drawing/Illustration
Lady in the Rain
Honorable Mention
Drawing/Illustration
Happy Day Jack
Natalia Crowson
7
Silver Key
Painting
Beetle
Congratulations to these students on their accomplishments.

~~~~~
Meyerland PVA MS to Host the First Ever
Middle School Ethics Bowl in the Nation!
Meyerland PVA MS continues to be the pioneering school in the nation and the world for Middle School Ethics Bowl.
Two years ago Meyerland PVA MS, then known as Johnston MS, competed in the first ever inter-middle school Ethics
Bowl match with the John Cooper School. Now Meyerland PVA MS continues as first in the nation as it will be hosting
the first ever Middle School Ethics Bowl!
Discussions and planning for Meyerland PVA MS to host the first ever Middle School Ethics Bowl began over a year ago,
when Meyerland Ethics Bowl Coach, Deric Barber, and the director of the Houston High School Ethics Bowl, Adam
Valenstein, began discussing the idea of starting a Middle School Ethics Bowl. When Mr. Barber approached MPVA
MS’s Principal Wenden Sanders with the idea, he responded with his full support even providing initial points to consider
concerning how school facilities could be best utilized for the event.
Mr. Barber then got in touch with the National High School Ethics Bowl (NHSEB) in North Carolina. They excitedly
provided their full support and encouragement to proceed with Meyerland PVA MS hosting the first Middle School Ethics
Bowl. The NHSEB also gave Meyerland PVA MS permission to link up to the NHSEB website and to use of all web
based materials by the NHSEB towards establishment of a Middle School Ethics Bowl and a Middle School Ethics Bowl
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specific website. In addition to these materials, the former director of the National High School Ethics Bowl professor
and author, Dr. Matt Deaton, added much needed support by allowing the posting of certain of his research findings (see
below mentioned) as well as allowing Middle School Ethics Bowl students and coaches unlimited free access to the small
textbook that he wrote specifically for Ethics Bowl students, “Ethics in a Nutshell.” With this resource students and
coaches can quickly grasp “in a nutshell” how to proceed in Ethics and Ethics Bowl cases.
Mr. Barber critically reviewed all of the Ethics Bowl information he’d gathered and designed an overall outline for how
the Ethics Bowl would function at the middle school level. He wrote a description of the Middle School Ethics Bowl,
made some rule modifications for middle school, put together information for middle schools considering starting Ethics
Bowl teams, and selected cases best for middle school. He also reviewed research findings that suggest the benefits of the
philosophical discussion, such as, found in the Ethics Bowl, improve a student’s academic performance. Parent
volunteer, Mr. George Mathews, took this information and designed a wonderful website for the Middle School Ethics
Bowl. This website can be viewed at www.ethicsbowlms.weebly.com.
On the days leading up to and the day of the event, there will be much work to be done such as getting rooms ready,
setting up supplies, preparing signage, finding moderators and judges, etc. Mr. Barber has been encouraged as many
people have approached him to volunteer their time in helping make sure this event goes off well. Without the volunteers
it would be impossible to host the Middle School Ethics Bowl. Fortunately, here at Meyerland we have parents,
significant adults in our students’ lives, and alumni who freely lend their support to provide unique, and in this case the
first of its kind, learning experiences for our students. We thank them and look forward to working with all the volunteers
over the next several weeks and on April 1st.
The first ever Middle School Ethics bowl is scheduled for April 1st, starting at 8:45a.m. The library and adjacent rooms
will be where the Ethics Bowl rounds will occur. Three rounds of competition are scheduled. Each round takes
approximately one hour to an hour and fifteen minutes with a five to ten minute passing period. The Bowl should be
finishing around noon to 12:30. A reception/awards ceremony will occur shortly after the completion of the third round.
All persons who can remain silent during the Ethics Bowl discussions are invited to come and show your support for your
Meyerland PVA MS Ethics Bowl team! They have been meeting every day during ARIA and on Fridays after school in
preparation for this event.

Your Meyerland PVA MS Ethics Bowl team!
Left of door: Sloan Strong, Madison Price, Leen Alaasemi, Divya Mathews, Aiden Zider.
Right of door: Mason Brown, Aaron Soice, Sasha Russell, Claire Cabral, Luzia Quigley, Naideen Alcid, Zion Duplechain, Eric
Aragon.
Not shown: Kylie McCombs, Jade LaDay, Isabel Reynoso

MPVAMS Greyhound ~ 3-1-17

Page 2

~~~~~
The Meyerland PVA Swim Team
Congratulations to our awesome Meyerland PVA Swim Team!

7th Boys and Girls both placed 3rd in HISD Districts.
8th Boys and Girls both placed 2nd in HISD Districts.

~~~~~
Meyerland PVA Swim Academy
Who: 6th or 7th Graders interested in joining Meyerland PVA Swim Team next year.
What: MPVA Swim Academy focuses on teaching the four competitive swim strokes, starts, and turns.
Where: Meyerland PVA Swim Pool
When: March 20th - April 20th (Mon, Tue, Wed, Thu) (20 Classes)
Cost: $60 payable to SchoolPay.com
Limited Space Available – Payment is due by March 7th.
Session I and II:
Session I (3:30 PM – 4:30 PM)
Session II (3:30 PM – 5:15 PM)
Snack Provided
Snack Provided
45 minute supervised study hall before lessons
What to Bring: Swim Suit (Girl’s One Piece / Boy’s Trunks), Goggles, Towel (Mandatory) Swim Cap is optional
NOTE: All students must be able to cross our 25 yard pool unassisted to be eligible for this program. Students unable to
cross the pool at the first practice will be dropped from the program.
Next year’s MPVA Swim Team and Swimming Class will be determined by performance assessment after the Swim
Academy
Questions: email dave.snook@houstonisd.org with questions.
Check us out on the schools website under athletics or follow this link http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/79085

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Spring Break – March 13-17
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PTO Meeting Notes - February 21, 2017
President Jennifer Leach started the meeting proposing a PTO social for parents at Berryhill. She will investigate further.
~~
Mr. Sanders entered with a valise containing a machine for translating languages at meetings. The need to reach nonEnglish speaking parents has been a problem. Since the new year started, 20 students have been admitted from Honduras
and other places. The need for the ability to translate is building.
The idea of how to get the MPVA Greyhound newsletter translated into Spanish was discussed. The newsletter had been
being translated into Spanish till the editor was told it was too long. She was asked if it could be digested down to 2
pages. The newsletter ranges from 12 to 18 pages.
One of the ideas was to have the AP Spanish class students translate the many articles. Their teacher would review them
for accuracy. Mr. Lopez, Asst. 7th Grade Principal, is fluent in Spanish and is working on solutions. Mr. Sanders
mentioned that there are students at Meyerland from around the world. Translations for those students and parents are a
problem, too. So the subject is being discussed and various solutions are under discussion.
~~
Mr. Sanders reported that there is a good deal of student anxiety related to immigration, political unrest, and bullying. He
said that HISD has said that school is a mandated safe zone. He has been speaking with many nervous children about the
situation and so have the counselors. Mr. Sanders is concerned that the intense anxiety level will diminish students’ focus
on learning, lower attendance, and be a stimulus for bad behavior. No matter what is happening, all students need a strong
education to serve them for life. (This was a lengthy discussion; there are no easy answers.)
~~
State of Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness (STAAR) testing will be starting at the end of March.
~~
On May 24, the 2nd to the last day of school, there will be reward trips for all grades. Students’ behavior will be a factor
as to whether they can go on the trips.
~~
The morning of May 25 will be the graduation exercise for 8th grade.
~~
President Jennifer Leach asked about changing the timing of Teacher Appreciation Week. It currently falls at a poor time.
She wants parents to be able to celebrate MPVA teachers properly.
~~
Re: magnet acceptance for incoming students. Students who receive acceptance letters must confirm which school they
will attend by April 6th. The MPVA PTO wants to have a special event to welcome the parents of the newly accepted
students. Details to be hammered out.
~~
President Leach noted that it is time to think about filling PTO Board positions for next year. She would like to see a
committee for the Greyhound Bash, held in the fall, set up and running in the spring.
~~
The next PTO meeting is set for March 21st at 9:30 a.m.
Barbara Haverkamp

~~~~~
Chick-fil-A for sale every Friday during all lunch
periods. Send your child with $5 so they can
purchase
a lunch on Fridays.
Meyerland PVAMS PTO
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Translation Topic Addendum
Thanks to HISD, the MPVA website does have a feature for translating items on the site. Clicking on “Translate” causes
a list of possible language translations to drop down. Click a foreign language and the text of the website is translated into
it. It does not translate the Greyhound newsletter as it is too long.



I asked a trusted friend, who is fluent in French, to check out the French translation. She told me, “I did a quick look at
the principal’s paragraph. It’s understandable, but he uses the feminine endings for most of his words. Not a big error,
but amusing.”
This translation feature is a fine start towards facilitating communication with MPVA’s non-English speaking parents.
Please share this information with parents who might benefit.
Barbara Haverkamp

~~~~~

The MPVANS Nat’l Jr. Honor Society presents a:

TALENT SHOW
March 10
2 to 3:25 p.m.
Cade Auditorium
Tickets are $5 – sold at lunch
Auditions were many and varied.
The preliminary judging is done.
Rehearsals have been ongoing.
The contestants are ready!
The judges will be ready with their score sheets.

Who will win?
Come see our talented students perform
& find out!
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What could be a better combination than Chick-fil-A and great music?
Please join the Greyhound Band for their Pre-UIL Dinner Concert!

When: Friday, March 3rd, at 6:30 p.m.
Where: Meyerland PVA Cafeteria
Cost: $6 for sandwich/veggie wrap, chips & drink
Variety of desserts for an additional cost
Proceeds benefit the MPVAMS Greyhound Band
Ethics Bowl Seeking Donations
The February 15th issue of the Greyhound included an article highlighting the worth of the Meyerland Ethics Bowl
program. Alumni from the Meyerland are really going places thanks to their training here.
You can provide middle school students with the opportunity to listen to others, to sharpen their critical thinking skills,
and to be able to make better reasoned judgments in their lives and for the larger society in which we live by funding the
Ethics Bowl. Please make a charitable contribution to the Middle School Ethics Bowl. Contributions can be sent to:
Meyerland PVA MS - Ethics Bowl
c/o Ms. Simmons, Finance Clerk
10410 Manhattan Dr.
Houston, TX 77096
Please make your check out to "Meyerland Middle School - Ethics Bowl." Charitable contributions are tax deductible. A
receipt for tax deduction purposes will be sent to you upon request.
Thank you for making the Middle School Ethics Bowl possible!
~~~~~

March Test Dates for MPVA MS
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Meyerland MS Instructor: Ms. Chelsea Clark
Our Greyhounds put on quite a show at the Kickstart Kids Spring Qualifier tournament which took place on February
18th! Cesalina Davidson took first place in a tough division and the green belt girls traditional forms division saw
amazing performances from Samantha Sangerman, Madison Long-Rosemond and several others! Karisma Turner, a
member of our after school black belt club, swept her 3 divisions taking first place in traditional forms, sparring, and
weapons. Cayla Sims was selected as our team's MVP. She took first place in traditional forms and second in sparring.
Great work, Greyhounds!
Our team will be ready for the Regional Championships on April 1!
The following students competed to represent the Meyerland Kickstart KIDS Team:
Abigail Yadan
Emily Kehoe
Adam Grand
Ethan Prak
Alan Villanueva
Everardo Dominguez
Alexander Saggi
Fatima Robledo
Alexandra Cox
Hobie Bernosky
Alissar Youssef
Hunter Fraley
America Sanchez
Ifunaya Maryann Ibe
Angel Rivera
Jacob Gillam
Anna Roberts
Jaylon Wise
Aundray Rolla
Julia Martinez
Ayden Williams Gray
Karisma Turner
Brian Ochoa Escobar
Katilynn Alex
Cassidi White
Kendall Bolden
Cayla Sims
Kevin Ruffin
Cesalina Davidson
Lucas Fujisaki
Chase Chavez
Luis Salazar
Clarke Sullivan
Madison Long-Rosemond
Connally Leach
Malik Gray
Damien Hill
Marques Foster
Daniel Cruz
Melanie McMillon
Daniel Pineda
Merrell Goza
Dylan Rueff
Michael Hoffpauir
Emerson Mejia
Michael Smith Jr

Milana Saldetsenka
Nancy Cristobal
Nathan Reedstrom
Neil Kehoe
Noor Chien
Olivia Duran
Paul Goza
Penelope Tucker
Raynard Hall
Reid Sline
Richard De Los Angeles
Ronen Wenderfer
Samantha Sangerman
Sean Davis
Shalice Randolph
Stephen Martin
Sydney Bertrand
Will Newman
Xochitzin Lozano
Zack Wolsey
Zion Duplechain

TELPAS = Texas English Language Proficiency Assessment System
The Texas Education Agency (TEA) designed TELPAS to assess the progress that limited English proficient (LEP)
students make in learning the English language.
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Some Kickstart Kids photos

Katilynn Alex, Fatima Robledo,
& Alissar Youssef

Michael Hoffpauir

Anna Roberts

Abby Yadan

Cayla Sims MVP

~~~~~

Parents and students: It is essential that students enrolled at MPVAMS be at school on
time, 8:00 a.m., and prepared for class every day. Being present and punctual are
important now and will continue to be important in the business world and life in general.
Build these habits now!

PLC = Professional Learning Community
ARIA = Academic Readiness Intervention Acceleration
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Calling all Greyhound Writers and Artists!

To submit your ORIGINAL work for
inclusion in the

Meyerland Student Anthology
Deadline for Submissions is
th

Friday, March 24 .
The Anthology will be published in CreateSpace and available for
purchase on Amazon.
This is YOUR chance to have your original work published
professionally.

See Ms. Cooper (Library), Mr. Dostert (Rm. 106),
Ms. Mitchell (Rm. 230), or
Mr. Smith (Rm. 101) to learn more.
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The After-Care Corner
The After-Care Program (“ACP”) at Meyerland Performing and Visual Arts Middle School is a PTO-sponsored program
– so all money goes right back to the PTO which benefits the school, as well as your children.
And this is what happens when it is Valentine’s Day and the kids have had too much candy!

Isabella, Layla, and Jade

Steve Urkel aka Poet

Joy, Jade, and Layla

Sebastian

Isabella

We have several ACP options available: 5 days per week through 1 day per week. There is also a drop-in option. Rates
are available on the PTO website in the After-Care section. Payments may be made by check, money order, cash or
Chase QuickPaySM. If you haven’t checked out the After-Care section of the PTO website, be sure to do so. You will
find articles and pictures, as well as additional information about the program.
If you are interested in participating in this program, please go to http://www.ptojms.org/aftcrehdr.html and print out
the form. ACP students meet in the cafeteria after school. After dinner around 4:30, they go to the library. After 4:30,
you may park outside of the library to pick up your child. You may turn in the form and payment when you pick up your
child. Feel free to contact me at jmhuff3@yahoo.com if you have any questions.
I look forward to seeing you!
Jan Huff, PTO After-Care Program coordinator
~~~~~
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Black History Program Recap
I feel that this year’s Black History Program, presented February 24, covered more than just history. It was less historical,
but held a much stronger, deeper meaning.
This year’s theme was, "Love not hate," an issue I find to be quite present in the naturally hostile world we live in. After
two announcers explained the theme at the very beginning, a large screen came down from above with a video made by
the Broadcast Journalism class featuring students Ambar Caldwell and Olivia Nixon. This screen would come down a few
times, presenting both student and teacher interviews on what the theme, “Love not Hate”, means to them. Unfortunately,
it was difficult to hear over the cheering of students as they saw their favorite teachers and best friends get interviewed.
Apart from that, many students went on stage separately, wearing different styles of clothing from different time periods.
It became apparent that these students represented different black historical figures, and each recited one quote by each,
followed by erupting applause.
In addition, about halfway through the
program, there was a performance
from the MPVA dance students, who
danced to a song encouraging and
spreading the “Love not Hate” theme.
At the very end, the MPVA Chamber
Orchestra students performed the
well-known song, "What a Wonderful
World," on their instruments,
conductor-less. It was a soothing, wonderful ending to the program, and I can only hope that the message of “Love not
Hate” was delivered to everyone attending the program.
By Ellis Wilkins-Haverkamp

~~~~~
Mardi Gras is over. Sigh. Good times….
Now that it’s quiet,
Why not buy a MEYERLAND YEARBOOK?

Pre-Order your Yearbook at:

Jostens.com
LAST DAY FOR BUYING AD SPACE IS MARCH 10!
Ad prices starting as low as $25. Pictures can be included at no extra cost.
Create your own business ad, personal ad, or student ad at:

Jostens.com
(Yearbooks to be delivered in May)!
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For more information, contact Show Volunteer: Nicole Lewis
832-338-0218
nlewis71@earthlink.net
nicole@texaslewisfam.com
https://Secure.RodeoHouston.com/CarnivalTickets/?SalesCode=1077701
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Library News
Congratulations to Mason Brown for earning second place in the district spelling Bee. Mason has earned his place in the
2017 televised PBS City-Wide Spelling Bee. Date to be announced.
Way to make us proud, Mason! Congratulations and good luck!

TURN IN YOUR OVERDUE BOOKS! Does your student have overdue books? Make sure they turn their books in
NOW so they can avoid paying the late fines. Student with overdue books are receiving paper notices, so be on the look
out.

Houston Public Library Learning Link: Have you checked out any books or ebooks through the Houston Public library
learning link? Click here to visit the MPVAMS Library Houston Public Library’s Learning Link Page
and get started!

~~~~~
March 1 through 24, 2017
March
1
1-2
3
1-9
2
3-5
6-10
7-9
8
9
10

Meyerland Baseball vs Briarmeadow @ MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Go Texan Day!
Continuing Talent Show Auditions/Rehearsals - Auditorium
Meyerland Softball vs Pershing @ MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
Meyerland Girls & Boys Soccer vs Lanier @ MPVA – 4:30 p.m.
Meyerland Competitive Cheer Competition – Ft. Worth
TELPAS Testing
Choir UIL Concert and Sightreading Contest
Meyerland Baseball vs Pershing @ MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
Meyerland Softball vs Pilgrim @ MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
Talent Show – noon to 4 p.m. - Auditorium

13-17 SPRING BREAK
20
Meyerland Baseball vs Hamilton @MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
20-23 Competitive Cheer Practice – 4:30-6:30 p.m.
Meyerland Girls & Boys Track & Field District Meet @ Dyer Stadium
20-24 TELPAS Testing
21
PLC – 8:30 a.m.
PTO Meeting – 9:30 a.m.
Meyerland Softball vs Marshall @ MPVA – 4:15 p.m.
23
Spring Dance Concert – Auditorium – 7 p.m.

Disclaimer: This calendar is accurate as of issue date. Additions and deletions are possible. A complete
calendar listing for all Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle School events can be found on the
MPVAMS website at http://www.houstonisd.org/Page/78514. Current dates are on the main page
http://www.houstonisd.org/Domain/22311. Sporting events are also under the Athletics Department
calendar. Events are also listed in the MPVAMS Student Planner. When in doubt, call the school.
~~~~~

Got Publicity News/Information/Photos about MPVAMS?
Please send information and photos about magnet area events/activities/field trips, etc., sports games/news/events for
MPVAMS teams, fundraising events, clubs, etc. to Ellen Tagtmeier and Michelle Cohen at
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net. Thank you!
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I Love My School Sweepstakes –
Box Tops for Education
Enter us now for a chance to win 5,000 Bonus
Box Tops. 5 schools will win!
To enter, go to www.boxtops4education.com
and use school code: 577144 to find us online.
You can come back and enter every day. The
more you enter, the greater our school’s
chances are of winning!
There are daily bonus offers and sweepstake contests that everyone can enter daily through
3/12/2017. It’s that easy!

Show our school how much you care!
Enter us to win at www.boxtops4education.com today!
~~~~~

PTO BOARD POSITIONS

CONTACT INFORMATION

President: Jennifer Leach
1st VP/Fundraising: Melanie Rosen
Neli Davalos
2nd VP/MSA: Kristen Hueske
Secretary: Regina Puccio
Treasurer: Subha Balasubramanian

jleach@johnstonmiddle.org
rosenworks2@gmail.com
nelidavalos@outlook.com
meyerlandpvamspto@gmail.com
reginapuccio@sbcglobal.net
jmsptotreasurer@gmail.com

Committee/Chairs
Fundraising: Andrea Brooks
Box Tops/Randalls: Cynthia Chavez

Andreabrooks17@att.net
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
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Membership: Case Noles
8th Grade Celebrations: Cynthia Chavez
Michelle Cohen
Greyhound Bash: Jennifer Leach
Hospitality: Bendi Saindon
Publicity/Advertising: Ellen Tagtmeier
Uniform shirt sales: Neli Davalos
SDMC: Nicole Lewis
Megan Hersh
Magnet Awareness: Melanie Rosen
After-Care: Jan Huff
Landscaping/beautification: Wendy Caldwell
Title I Parent Liaison: April Armwood
PTO IT: Syriac George Mathews
Greyhound Newsletter: Barbara Haverkamp
Teacher Liaison: Celeste Cooper, Librarian

cnoles@johnstonmiddle.org
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mswc@swbell.net
bwsaindon@gmail.com
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
nelidavalos@outlook.com
nlewis71@earthlink.net
mnhersh@hotmail.com
rosenworks2@gmail.com
jmhuff3@sbcglobal.net
jms1caldwell@gmail.com
aarmwood@swschools.org
ptompvams@gmail.com
jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com
CCOOPER8@houstonisd.org

PTO liasons for magnet & other areas
Art: Ellen Tagtmeier
Band: Megan Hersh
Broadcast: Donna Lax-Edison
Cheerleader: Belva Punch
Choir: Michelle Cohen
Creative writing: Vacant
Dance: Tonya Sampson Canepa
Guitar: Nicole Lewis
KickStart: Cynthia Chavez
Mariachi: Ellen Tagtmeier
Orchestra: Victoria Mosier
Piano: Katharine Newman
Spanish Translator: Vacant
Sports Liaison: Vacant
Theater: Donna Lax-Edison

etagtmeier@comcast.net
mnhersh@hotmail.com
dlaxedison@yahoo.com
belpunch@aol.com
mswc@swbell.net

nrlewis71@earthlink.net
cynthiachavez9543@sbcglobal.net
mpvamspublicity@comcast.net
victoria_mosier@yahoo.com

dlaxedison@yahoo.com

The Greyhound News is produced twice monthly (1st and 15th) by the PTO and e-mailed to parents and faculty and/or
posted at the website. To submit articles, please e-mail them seven days in advance of issue posting to Principal Wenden
Sanders at wsander1@houstonisd.org, or PTO President Jennifer Leach at jleach@johnstonmiddle.org, or Greyhound
Newsletter Editor Barbara Haverkamp at jmsnewskamp@hotmail.com. Meyerland Performing & Visual Arts Middle
School is located at 10410 Manhattan Dr., Houston, TX 77096.
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